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Executive Summary
 
Yemen has been experiencing a rise in the number of abductions, especially in its south-
ern region and some central areas where militant Houthis have the upper hand. Since 
the fall of the former regime in 2011, chaos has taken over in Yemen. On 21 September, 
2014, the chaos became worse when the capital Sana’a was seized by the Houthis and 
some of the armed groups affiliated with the ousted president Ali Abdullah Saleh.

Co-authored by the Geneva-based Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor and the Yemeni 
Alliance for Human Rights-Peace Winds, this report documents abductions of individ-
uals by the Houthi militias and allied armed groups in 17 Yemeni governorates. It also 
highlights the violations that usually follow these abductions, such as use of individuals 
as human shields and disappearance without trace or acknowledgement. Among those 
targeted are political opponents, human rights activists and journalists. These crimes ac-
celerated beginning in June 2014 and have continued through the date of this publication. 

This report is the first of its kind to address the crimes of abduction and enforced dis-
appearance perpetrated in Yemen by the Houthis and their allies. It relies on specific, 
statistical evidence, as well as eyewitness testimony.

Abduction in this report refers to cases in which armed groups seize individuals and 
deprive them of their freedom without proper authorization. Forced disappearance is 
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defined in Article 2 of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons 
from Enforced Disappearance as when this deprivation of liberty is committed under 
the cloak of total secrecy by agents of the state or entities acting with state authorization 
or support. In Article 7 of the Rome Statute, the definition is broadened to include per-
petrators who are not sponsored by the state in any way, and enforced disappearance is 
labeled a crime against humanity.

Abduction and enforced disappearance are particularly heinous crimes because both 
the victims and their families are subjected to prolonged punishment. Relatives have 
no idea whether their loved ones are dead or alive, or—if alive—the nature of their 
circumstances. Forced disappearance does not allow legal protection, family visits or 
implementation of any standards of safety. 

This report concludes these crimes are commonly practiced by the Houthis and the 
allied armed groups. The majority of the cases occurred following the March 2015 an-
nouncement by the Arab Coalition a war against the perpetrators of the coup that ousted 
Abd Rabbuh Mansour Hadi. In just one week after the launch of the war, about 1,000 
individuals were abducted. 

Significant risk was assumed by the staff who prepared this report on behalf of Euro-Med 
and the Yemeni Coalition. Field investigators worked in extraordinary circumstances, 
placing their lives in danger as they moved from one place to another despite the wide-
spread bombing, shelling and firing. Likewise, victims’ families often hesitated and 
even refused to give information because they were fearful of angering the kidnappers.  

Field investigators were distributed according to their places of residence. Interviews 
with families and other eyewitnesses, conducted both by phone and in person, were the 
main source of information. However, each case then was investigated independently 
and the results were compared and analyzed to ensure their authenticity.

We publish this report to lay the groundwork for justice in Yemen. We hope the interna-
tional community, led by the UN Security Council, and the different Yemeni actors will 
act urgently to staunch the bleeding and bring the perpetrators of this suffering to justice.
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Statistics
 
Our team documented 7, 049 abductions between June 
2014 and October 2015, of which 1,910 were forced 
disappearances. These crimes occurred in 17 different 
Yemeni governorates. Later, 4,571 of the individuals 
were released, whereas 2,478 are still in militia custody.

The Houthi militia and armed groups affiliated with the ousted president Ali Abdullah 
Saleh were responsible for all of these cases. 

Most of the abductees are activists and community leaders who oppose Houthi domi-
nance in Yemen and consider Hadi “the legitimate president.” Some of these captured 
individuals are icons and members of the Yemeni Congregation for Reform, a Sunni 
party known to be affiliated with the Muslim Brotherhood. The remaining kidnapping 
victims include academics, journalists and activists working to document human rights 
violations in Yemen.

According to Article 5 of Yemeni Law 24, passed in 1998, perpetrators abduct victims 
on behalf of a particular interest or to pressure the authorities must be punished. 

Table 1: Number of Abductees in Yemen, July 2014-October 2015

Still heldReleased
Forced disappear-

ance
Abducted

PercentNumberPercentNumberPercentNumberPercentNumber
35.15%2,47864.84%4,57127%1,910100%7,049

2,478 Yemeni abductees 

are still held by Saleh- and 

Houthi-affiliated militias
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Geographic Distribution 
of Abductions
 
The largest number of abductions, 1,255, was recorded in the city of Sana’a, because 
it hosts the largest number of Yemenis who were internally displaced during six armed 
conflicts between the state and the Houthis. 

The second-largest number, 796, occurred in the overall governorate of Sana’a. This is 
due to the governorate’s proximity to Sana’a city and the widespread tribal opposition 
to the Houthis, especially by the Arheb and Hamdan tribes in the northern parts. Most of 
the victims in the Sana’a governorate belonged to these latter two families who wish to 
take revenge; thus, the Houthis want to control this area entirely.

Imran and Al-Hadeeda governorates experienced the third-largest number of abductions 
and forced disappearances, with 530 each. Next are the governorates of Aden, 514 ab-
ductees; Ebb, 495, Al-Dalee, 456; and Lahj, 450. All of these governorates are in south-
ern Yemen, with the exception of Ebb (central Yemen).

The Houthi militia and armed groups also committed abductions in the governorate 
of Thimar, home to a large number of Yazidis. Among the 17 targeted governorates in 
Yemen, Thimar ranked eighth in terms of the number of individuals abducted, at 401. 
Al-Bydaa governorate ranked ninth with 341 abductees. 
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Table 2: Geographical Distribution of Abductions

Still heldReleasedAbductedName of area

2739821,255Sana’a city1

386410796Sana’a Governorate2

130400530Imran Governorate3

140390530
Al-Hadeeda 
Governorate

4

316198514Aden Governorate5
95400495Ebb Governorate6

231225456Al-Dalee Governorate7
152298450Lahj Governorate8
78323401Thimar Governorate9

182159341Al-Bydaa Governorate10
23287310Shubwa Governorate11
76154230Hijja Governorate12

124100224Maareb Governorate13
114100214Taez Governorate14
10050150Al-Jauwf Governorate15
2875103Saada Governorate16
302050Abyan Governorate17

2,4784,5717,049
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Special Populations

The Houthi militia and its allied armed groups have committed many crimes against 
individuals who oppose the so-called coup against President Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi 
and their rule over parts of the country. The crimes against these opponents have target-
ed women and children, people with special needs, and academics and media activists. 

1. Children 

Children are reportedly kidnapped on a daily basis, primarily from the capital and 
other major cities under the control of the Houthis. During 17 months of inves-
tigation, our team has documented 263 cases of abductions of Yemeni children.  
 
The families of these children claim their kids were forced by the Houthis and their 
allied armed groups to fight in different areas of the country. They were detained for 
days in an attempt to pressure their families to halt their resistance and declare their 
opposition to the Decisive Storm, a month-long military campaign led by Saudi Arabia 
to “restore constitutional legitimacy in Yemen.”

One parent who lives in the Al-Jameaa neighborhood in Sana’a told us that Houthi 
militants from the same neighborhood abducted his 15-year-old son. They took him to 
the city of Taez, where he was ordered to fight the popular resistance, which caught and 
imprisoned him two weeks later. 

Anas Al-Wasli, 14, was abducted from his home in Ebb and 
was held as hostage by the Houthis. Anas’ elder brother, Osa-
ma, reported that the militias stormed their house on April 11 
when their father was absent.

Anas was taken to the investigation department of the Ebb 
governorate, where the militias waited for his father to surren-
der. One week later, Anas was released as a result of mediation 
by the regional tribes. However, Anas’ father was detained by 
the militias on August 13.
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Yasin Mohammed Abdallah Al-Makethi, 15, experience 
a similar situation in the Imran governorate. On 25 August, 
2014, he was abducted from a grocery store near his house. 
According to Abdallah Al-Makethi, his abduction was a re-
sponse to his father’s opposition to the Houthis, who con-
trolled the governorate. On 26 August, Yasin was released, 
but Abdallah was abducted; he was released later.

On 23 December, 2014, a number of Houthi militants kidnapped Abdel-Elah Nakee, 16. 
They stormed his apartment in the Hashdi building on Cairo Street, Sana’a. According 
to the testimony of one of his relatives, many militants descended on the building and 
started checking apartments in search of Mohsen Nakee, Abdel-Elah’s brother, who was 
accused of assassinating a Houthi-affiliated community leader, Faisal Al-Sahrif. When 
the militants could not find Mohsen, they seized Abdel-Elah instead and used him as a 
hostage to pressure his brother to surrender. Again, tribal intervention resulted in Ab-
del-Elah’s release.

2. Women

Under international law, women are entitled to special protection. In addition, Yemeni 
tribal norms dictate that women must never be harmed for any reason; it is considered 
“a black shame” to kidnap or assault a woman. 

The Houthis and their armed groups have abducted women in four cases, three in Sana’a 
city and one in Ebb. Our team could not investigate these cases thoroughly, because the 
victims’ families refused to cooperate. They said it would be a public shame, since fe-
male-related issues are extremely sensitive in Yemeni society.

One of these cases, however, was covered by the media due to its political importance, 
and received wide condemnation from Yemenis. On 9 August, 2015, three women lead-
ers of the Islah Congregation party were meeting in the middle of Sana’a. They were 
Ummet Al-Salam Al-Hajj, the party’s chief of women’s issues, and Sameera Al-Shaor 
and Fatima Harba, both party leaders. During their meeting, the Houthis and their allies 
raided and took them to the Al-Jadeeri police station in the Sana’a governorate. Al-Shaor 
told us they were threatened during their trip to the Al-Jadeeri police station. They were 
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kept in a closed room and were not allowed to contact their families or anyone else.

That night, Thekra Al-Senedar, another female leader in the party, was detained while 
she was participating in a protest in front of the police station to demand the release of 
Al-Salam, Al-Hajj and Harba.

“Only in the evening did we find out that several people had come to ask about us, but 
they were lied to,” says Al-Shaor. “Suddenly, we heard Thekra Al-Senedar shouting. 
She was fighting with some militants who were preventing her from entering the station. 
Ummet Al-Salam called to her and she knew where we were. Without her, our families 
would not have known and we would have disappeared. Following the protest, which 
pressured the militia, policewomen came to our place to document what happened. 
Then, we were released.”

3. People with Special Needs

Our team recorded three abductions of persons with special needs committed by Houthi 
militias and pro-Saleh forces. On the afternoon of Sunday, 21 September, 2014, Houthi 
militias kidnapped a blind man from the middle of the Assiteen Al-Garbi neighborhood 
in Sana’a, on his way home in the Mathbah area. They drove him to the city of Omran, 
where he was detained for three days, after interrogating him on charges of fighting 
against them during their invasion of the capital. 

The team also received a report from the family of Mohammed Ismael, who lives in the 
village of Asharaf in the Al-Bashamssiya area, saying the militias kidnapped their son, 
who has psychosis. Ismael was badly beaten after being charged with spying for the 
Arab Alliance.

In Thamar governorate, a medical source in the public hospital told our research team 
that among persons by Houthi-affiliated militias and used as human shields was Abed 
Al-Kareem Mohammed Ahmed Rajih Addabiani, a 21-year-old with a motor disability. 
One of Addabiani’s relatives said the youth was being treated in the hospital after a traf-
fic accident that caused partial paralysis. The militants took him to an unknown place 
and tortured; he was hit on his breast with rifle butts and a gun was deliberately shot 
near his head. Later, he was transferred to a police school, where he was used along with 
other kidnapped persons as a human shield.
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In his statement to our team, Addabiani said, “I was detained by Houthi militias after 
they found that I had promotional materials calling for national unity of the Hidaa tribe. 
They imprisoned me in the Thamar prison, in a dirty, 2 meter by 2 meter cell where I 
could not see anything outside or distinguish day from the night. “I remained in the cell 
in darkness. I ate and peed in the same cell, and the food was so rotten nobody could eat 
it,” he said.

During the interrogation, the detective held a dagger and tortured him with electricity. 
“They wanted to know who was in charge of the unity campaign and the names of its 
supporters,” he added. “They threatened me, saying they would torture me if I didn’t 
give them anything.”  

4. Academics

The statistics collected by our team show that up to 65 percent of the persons kidnapped 
by the Houthi militias or Saleh‘s forces are university students and graduates.  Twelve 
of the abducted are professors who actively opposed the coup that deposed Hadi. 

On May 11, 2015, the Houthi and Saleh militias kidnapped Abdul Jaleel Said Al-Ha-
meeri, who holds a doctorate in planning. On April 18, 2015, they abducted Abdul Ma-
jeed Al-Mikhlafi, professor of economics at Sana’a University’s Commerce College. 
Both were still being detained upon publication of this report.

In July, the Houthis kidnapped Abdullah Ahmed Yahiya Athayafi, professor of education at 
Taiz University and the head of the civil peace unit, on his way home from Friday prayers 
in the Ajjahmaliah area of Taiz Governorate. He remained under arrest for five days.

On the morning of Sunday, 23 August, a number of Houthis kidnapped five professors, 
including Mohammed Athahri, a professor of political science who is head of the Sana’a 
Government University campus and faculty union. They also abducted professors from 
the same university, Adnan Al-Maqdari, Abdulla Al-Faqih, Ali Saif Klieb and Saleh 
Al-Hammasi.

Earlier in the same month, on 9 August, the Houthi militia kidnapped four academics, 
including, Abed Al-Raziq Al-Ashwal, associate professor at Sana’a University; Abdul-
lah Saleh Assamawi, head of the Pathology Department for the same university’s Col-
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lege of Medicine; Mohammed Al-Adeel, head of the Arabic Language Department at 
Omran University; and Mohammed Al-Bakri, professor of economics and banking.

In October, at Sana’a University, the faculty union reported that, “Armed groups be-
longing to the Houthi movement invaded the campus of our Commerce and Economics 
College and a number of faculty members were beaten while they were holding a sit-in 
in solidarity with their colleague Professor Abed Al-Majeed Al-Mikhlafi, who was kid-
napped and held for more than four months.”

5. Journalists

Since seizing control of Omran Governorate in July of 2014, the Houthis and Saleh’s 
forces have targeted journalists in retaliation for documenting and opposing their poli-
cies and human rights violations. Journalists were kidnapped, tortured and/or forcedly 
disappeared. Most of these instances occurred during January and February of 2015, 
with 34 cameramen and correspondents for local and international media kidnapped in 
Sana’a alone.

Some journalists were used as human shields, as occurred in the in city of Thamar when 
it was targeted by an Arab Alliance warplane on 21 May, 2015. Houthi and Saleh forc-
es positioned a number of kidnapped media personnel in a military site in an attempt 
to prevent it from being bombed. As a result, 12 were killed, including Abdulla Qabil, 
correspondent for Suhil Satellite Channel (affiliated with the Yemen Islah Party), and 
Yousef Al-Azirir, correspondent for the Yemen Shabab Satellite Channel. Their col-
league Hussein Al-Eisi survived the bombing, but suffered critical injuries.

Yousef Al-Azirir, who was correspondent

for the Yemen Shabab Satellite Channel before being killed



13

Al-Azirir, Qabil and Al-Eisi were abducted on the morning of 20 May, while they were 
crossing through a checkpoint in front of the Thamar University building. In a report 
issued by the Houthi Security Committee in Thamar Governorate, 15 journalists and 
human-rights activists were listed as wanted on charges of inciting a revolution against 
the Houthis via social media.

On 9 June, 2015, Houthi militias and pro-Saleh forces kidnapped nine journalists who 
work for various media outlets in Sana’a and detained them in the Al-Jagadiri Police 
Department. Afterward, they were moved to the criminal investigation prison (count-
er-terrorism unit) in Amana. Later, at the end of Ramadan, they were transferred to an 
unknown, according to their families.

Table 3: Abduction Victims by Type

N Governorate  Politicians Journalists  Activists

1 Capital District 602 72 124
2 Sana’a Governorate 350 6 68
3 Omran Governorate 236 7 88
4 Taiz Governorate 45 4 93
5 Eib Governorate 210 19 115
6 Addalia Governorate 180 3 59
7 Aden Governorate 214 2 70
8 Lahij Governorate 201 2 60
9 Abin Governorate 20 1 5

10 Shabwa Governorate 160 2 49
11 Al-Hadeeda Governorate 205 7 84
12 Thamar Governorate 113 11 56
13 Hajja Governorate 121 5 65
14 Sada Governorate 74 2 10
15 Ajjawf Governorate 90 1 12
16 Al-Baida Governorate 192 4 30

Totals 3,022 148 988



14

After Abduction: 
the Torment that Follows 
From the moment of abduction until release or disappearance, crimes against humanity 
are committed. 

Abduction 

1. The data collected by our team show that in 69 percent of the cases (4,851), persons 
were kidnapped from their homes or workplace without any warrants and without a 
stated charge. In some cases, the contents of houses or shops were stolen, tampered 
with or damaged during the abduction.

2. Another 1,417 persons were abducted from checkpoints on streets in the capital and 
at the entrances to other major cities and governorates, since the militias widely pub-
licized the names of wanted individuals to security personnel. 

3. In some cases, civilians are held as hostages. For example, Mohammed Abdel Wah-
hab Al-Onsi, son of the general secretary of the Yemen Islah Party, was taken hostage 
along with several relatives. Also seized was Abdul Aziz Jabbari, son of the deputy 
head of the parliamentary bloc in the Public People’s Congress. He was kidnapped 
from his home in Thamar city and used to pressure his father, who was a member of 
the pro-Hadi faction in Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia. 

Detention

The Houthi militias and their allies control and use state jails to detain persons they kidnap. 
These include police department remand centers, central prisons, research prisons, and 
cells allocated for political and national security risks such as top criminals and terrorists.

Occasionally, civil facilities have been converted into detention centers, such as the 
Eib and Omran stadiums; Assalih Garden; Arwa School; Assakir Club (Taiz city); Of-
ficers Club and Al-Hadeeda, Guest House (Thamar city); and government compounds 
in Abeen, Shabwa and Al-Bayda. Even businessmen’s and government officers’ homes 
sometimes are used as prisons, such as exiled President Hadi’s home in the capital, Sa-
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na’a. It is impossible for our team to investigate these places directly since they remain 
under the control of the militias.

Human Shields

Kidnap victims who later were released told our team that after the Arab Alliance began 
targeting Houthi and Saleh facilities, the rebels used them as human shields. Interna-
tional humanitarian law defines this as using the presence or movements of civilians to 
protect places or forces from attack, or forcing civilians to assist in military operations. 
Every effort must be taken to protect civilians who are not involved in fighting. 

The militants held their prisoners in areas including the Fifth Military District, weapon 
storage areas in Nakman’s Mountain, the Attan area in Sana’a, the Anad military base in 
Lahj Province, Hadeed’s Mountain in Aden Governorate, Haran’s Mountain in Dhamar 
Province, the home of Major General Ali Mohsen El-Ahmar in Heda and the Officers’ 
Club in Hodeidah.

The most prominent such place holding area was Haran Park in Dhamar city. The rebels 
turned it into military barracks that became a target for the Arab Alliance strikes. On 21 
May, 2015, the alliance targeted the area, killing 12 of the detainees used as shields and 
wounding others. The victims included political and media activists. 

Hussain Al-Eissi, one of the survivors from that incident, said 
he was kidnapped with two of his friends (Abdullah Kabel, and 
Yosef Al- Eazri) by Houthi militias and their Saleh allies in 
front of Dhamar University. They were taken to Haran’s Moun-
tain under the pretext that a report had been filed against them. 

Al-Eissi added, “In the afternoon of that day, Houthi militias 
transferred us to a government building in Haran’s Mountain 
and we heard about many weapons stored inside, which made 
us anxious and tense throughout the night. But the big sur-
prise came the next afternoon when Arab aircraft flew over the 
building where we imprisoned. We called the guards for help, 
but no one answered. That’s when we realized they were using 
us as human shields. Suddenly, one of the aircraft broke the 
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sound barrier and everyone was terrified. Then the place was 
bombed and I regained consciousness when a paramedic from 
Dhamar General Hospital pulled me out of the rubble.”

He added that his son, Ahmed, came with one of his uncles to where he was being held, 
carrying clothes and food. They asked the guard about Al-Eissi, who responded that 
no one by that name was there and ordered them to leave immediately. Aircraft then 
bombed it.

After the bombing, the Houthi and Saleh militias cordoned off the area, preventing vic-
tims’ families and the crews of the Red Cross from accessing the site to recover bodies 
(some of which were under the rubble for five days, according to family reports). 

The mother of Abdullah Kabel, who was killed in the incident, told 
a monitoring group in Dhamar Province that, “After five days of 
the militias’ siege, they allowed a Red Cross team to access the area 
and remove the bodies buried under the rubble. Before sundown 
the same day, the body of Abdullah was recovered; we recognized 
it only with difficulty.”

Fayez Al-Dabyani, 39, who was one of the few survivors of the bombing and had been 
detained in Dhamar when the prison was hit, reported in an interview that he and a num-
ber of other abductees were used as human shields at a military-police training school 
on 21 May. Later, the prison was bombed by Arab Alliance forces, leaving behind dead 
and wounded.
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Table 4: Places of Detention Targeted by Arab Alliance Aircraft in the Presence of ‘Human Shields’ 

No. Military site Governorate Date Killed Comments

1 Haran’s Park Dhamar 21/5/2015 12 Some unknown fate
2 Police school Dhamar 24/5/2015 7 Bodies found

3 Arwa School for Girls Taiz 16/6/2015 15 Eyewitness report of deaths

Al-Sarari School Taiz 26/7/2015 1 Others escaped; 
fate of unknown

4 Al-Anad Airbase Lahj 6/5/2015 10 Others escaped

5 Major General 
Al- Ahmar’s house Al-Amanah 22/10/2015 0 Others escaped

6 Officers’ Club Al- Hodeida 16/8/2015 0 Others escaped

Total 45

NOTE: It is the duty of Arab Alliance forces to take into account the use of civilians as hu-
man shields by Houthi and Saleh-affiliated forces. International law dictates that areas 
where civilians are believed to be present must not be targeted even if they are military 
zones, outside of an urgent, documented need. Thus, if the strikes were intentional, they 

are no less of a war crime. 

 
Conditions of Detention

Members of our team were able to visit some prisons (both public and private) in the 
city of Sana’a that were holding hostages. Our team found that most kept detainees in 
poor conditions, lacking basic standards for safety and health—particularly in Sana’a’s 
military and “precautionary” prisons and and the private prison in the Tahrir area. Cells 
and corridors frequently are piled with garbage and waste that attract mosquitoes and 
other disease-carrying insects.

The team recorded three cases in which abductees died after being released from the 
prisons, including Munir Qudsi, who was kidnapped by the Houthi militia in early May 
2015 at the Hajaji petrol station in Hodeida where he worked. According to the Qudsi 
family, he fell ill while imprisoned in the political security prison in Hodeida and died 
days after his release. When our team went to the hospital to learn more about the Qudsi 
case, doctors declined to give any information. We believe they had been threatened to 
scare them off from providing any information about the Houthis in the region. 
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In general, families of abducted persons complained that it has been very difficult to ob-
tain information about the medical condition of relatives who died after being released, 
because the militias control most government and private hospitals. 

Another example is human rights activist Abdulrahman Maeawwada, who was kid-
napped in Sana’a on May 7, 2015. After 2 weeks, he was released for his health deteri-
orated. however, he died just one week later in the Science and Technology University 
Hospital. Likewise, Mohamed Dahan Aljamaei, who was kidnapped from his home in 
Ibb on 3 September, died 10 days following his release from prison. 

Forced Disappearance

Forced disappearance occurs when an armed group kidnaps a person and takes him or 
her to an unknown location, while denying his existence in the “system.” This includes 
instances in which a person is first taken to a known prison and then disappears. 

Our field researchers documented 1,910 cases of forced disappearance that occurred in 
17 Yemeni provinces from July 2014 until October 2015. These include Yemeni gov-
ernment officials, well-known tribal and social personalities, political activists (includ-
ing most of the most visible members of the February 11 Peaceful Youth Revolution), 
human rights activists and journalists. The most prominent include Yemen’s defense 
minister, Major General Mahmoud Subaihi; Brigadier Faisal Ragab; and the leader of 
the Yemeni Unionist Party for Reform, Mohammed Qahtan.

Family members of those who are “disappeared” suffer great psychological pain due to 
the lack of any trace of their children or parents. They do not even know whether they 
are still alive. 

The sister of Akram Alwalydi, a news reporter for Spring 
Net news in Sana’a, told us, “After my brother was kidnapped 
by the Houthis on 9 June with eight other journalists in Sanaa, 
he was imprisoned in the Criminal Investigation Prison. But 
then at the end of Ramadan, he was transferred to an unknown 
place. We have been unable to learn anything about him.” 
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The Houthi militias and Saleh-affiliated militias sometimes use kidnappings and forced 
disappearances as a means of blackmail for money. Families of abductees in lhuj, Ibb 
and Hodeidah reported that they were required to pay sums ranging from 100,000 to 
200,000 Yemeni riyals (US$465-$930) for the release of their sons or to learn their fate.

Table 5: Forced Disappearances Since July 2014

Governorate No. Disappeared

1 Capital Secretariat 381
2 Sana’a Governorate 214
3 Aden 150
4 Marib Province 110
5 Amran 103
6 Beidha 103
7 Lahij 101
8 Hodeidah Province 99
9 Taiz 98

10 Ibb 95
11 Shabwa Province 93
12 Jawf Province 83
13 Dhamar Province 79
14 Dalea Province 77
15 Hajjah Governorate 62
16 Saada Province 40
17 Abyan Province 22

Total 1,910

Table 6: Individuals Forcibly Disappeared for 3-10 Months

No Name Age Occupation Kidnap Date

1 Muhammed Yakop 26 Teacher 1/2/2015
2 Yakop Yosef 23 Teacher 1/2/2015
3 Mohammed Mohammed Qahtan 60 Leader in Islah Party 4/5/2015
4 Mohammed Abdelwahab Al-Ansi 37  Businessman 4/7/2015
5 Akram Saleh Al-Waleedi 29 Journalist 6/9/2015
6 Tawfeiq Al-Mansouri 35 Journalist 6/9/2015
7 Hareth Saleh Saleh Hmaid 26 Journalist 6/9/2015
8 Hassan Annab 34 Journalist 6/9/2015
9 Abdelkhaleq Ahmed Abdo Omran 25 Journalist 6/9/2015

10 Esam Amein Balghaith 26 Journalist 6/9/2015
11 Hisham Ahmed Saleh Tarmoom Journalist 6/9/2015
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12 Hisham Abedlmalek Al- Yosfi Journalist 6/9/2015
13 Haitham Abdelrhman Al-Shehab 24 Journalist 6/9/2015
14 Ibrahim Mohammed Al-Majthoob 28 Journalist 7/6/2015
15 Whaheed Al-Sofi Journalist 6/4/2015
16 Ismail Saleh Al-Rmadi Farmer 29/06/2015
17 Yehia Saleh Ali Al- Aizari 42 Colonel 3/8/2015
18 Ibrahim Mohideen Political Activist 11/4/2015
19   Hamed Mahmoud Monser Al-Ahnoomi Political Activist 2/8/2015

20 Fouad Neaman Shrian Al-Awadi 36 Association 
Manager 9/4/2015

21 Sultan Al-Farah Imam of Mosque 27/12/2014
22  Ahmed Qasem Hassan Al- Jabri 35 Preacher 26/8/2015
23 Maher Mohammed Ismail Heba 30 Journalist 17/6/2015

The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Forced Disappear-
ances was adopted in 2006. In addition, Article VII of the Charter of the Rome Statute, 
under which the International Criminal court is organized, stipulates that “the forced dis-
appearance of persons,” if perpetrated against a civilian population, is a “crime against 
humanity.” As a result, the crime of forced disappearance is not subject to a statute of 
limitations, which means the perpetrators may be brought to justice at any time, and 
families may seek compensation and the truth about the fate of their children.

Torture

Torture is prohibited under national and international law. It is considered one of the 
most heinous acts that can be committed by humans against their fellow human beings. 
However, torture and other acts of abuse are common within Houthi and Saleh-affiliated 
detention centres. Our team was able to document 1,077 cases. 

Table 7: Cases of Tortured Abductees 

Governorate Number

1 Capital Secretariat 178

2   Adan 175

3   Lahj 96

4   Al-Dalea 85

5  Sana’a 82

6   Al-Baida 64

7   Taiz 61

8  M’arib 61

9   Al-Hodeida 53
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10   Omran 40

11   Al-Gawf 38

12   Shabwa 33

13   Ibb Shabwa 29

14  Hajjah 29

15  Dhamar 27

16   Saada 14

17   Abyan 12
Total 1,077

According to the testimony of some abductees who later were released, their tor-
ture has included:

 1. Beating for long periods.

2. Hanging in a contorted position.

3. Electric shocks.

4. Burning with cigarettes.

5. Extremely hot water poured over the body.

6. Mock execution.

7. Threat of death and rape

Our team has documented four cases in which abductees died due to torture while im-
prisoned. One was Saleh Awad Al-Bishri, 35, who was kidnapped with three of his 
colleagues by Houthi militias and Saleh forces on the evening of 11 February, 2015, 
in the Asr area of Sana’a. The kidnapping operation took place when Al-Bishri and his 
colleagues were celebrating at a rally to mark the third anniversary of what is known as 
the “peaceful revolution.”  He died within hours of being imprisoned. 

Ali Tahir al-Faqih, one of Bishri’s friends who was kidnapped with him, said that Houthi 
militias separated them immediately. “I never saw him again until we were released 
Sunday morning, 14 February, three days after our kidnapping. He was in very bad con-
dition and unable to move, stand up or speak, except to whisper, ‘I am thirsty.’” 
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He added, “We went to the hospital, where Saleh received medical care. A group of 
Houthi militiamen were there, with some wearing military clothes, and we were fright-
ened that they might arrest him again. So we left the hospital and returned by car to the 
house, which is about two hours away. Saleh’s health deteriorated and he died on the 
way home.”

Ali Tahir al-Faqih, 34, and his friend Abdul Jalil Al-Sabbari, 37, also were subjected to 
torture. The bruises were still highly visible on their bodies when they met the members 
of our monitoring team on 15 February 2015, one day after their release.

A number of ex-detainees told that the militias forced them to confess to actions they 
did not commit, agreeing to sign written statements and not object later. Others said the 
militias forced them to testify in a taped confession for the Al-Massira satellite channel 
controlled by the Houthis. 

Fo’ad Ahmed Al-Hamadani, 34, was kidnapped while participating in a peaceful demon-
stration on 31 January, 2015, in Sana’a. Detained for 13 days, he was moved between 
four different prisons and tortured. When we met him in the Capital District on 14 Feb-
ruary, 2015, a deep bruise appeared clearly on the bottom of his back.

“They drove me to the Al-Jadiri Police Department, then they covered my eyes and 
mouth,” recalled Al-Hamadani. “Then they drove me to another place, which I later de-
termined was Abed Rabu Hadi’s presidential home now controlled by the militias. They 
charged me with receiving some money from America and the 11 February leaders to in-
cite against the Houthis. They also asked me to confess to all these accusations, and when 
I refused to sign a statement, they put my hands behind my back and chained them to my 
feet. They bent my head to the ground over a narrow seat and beat me on my hips and 
back with an iron stick until I fainted. Whenever I woke up, they repeated it once more.”

Al-Hamadani concluded by saying, “After many hours of constant beating, I unwill-
ingly agreed to write the confession they desired. After that, they freed my hands and 
threatened against organizing any demonstrations or having any contact with Houthi 
opponents. I was feeling very bad and unable to move. They took me to Azzubiri Street 
and threw me on the sidewalk. There, I was left until a passerby helped me and drove 
me to my father’s home in the Al-Jamiaa neighborhood.” 
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Activist Mujahid Assalali, 27, is another example. He was 
abducted by the Houthis and Saleh militias in the Khubbza 
area in the Al-Baidaa Governorate on 24 November, 2014. 
He was kidnapped during a visit with a journalist and human 
rights delegation. 

Assalali said, “They put me in a cell without any furniture. I sat in the corner. The tem-
perature gradually increased inside the cell until I felt like I was suffocating. It suddenly 
and quickly decreased. I felt too cold and my body was about to freeze. Then I realized 
that I was in a torture room. This continued for the duration of my detention. I waited 
impatiently for the half-hour interrogation session, to which I was summoned every 
three hours.”

He continued, “On the third night, I became ill. Then they opened the door and led me to 
another place. I was in the open air, and they pushed me into a swimming pool. I strug-
gled in the water. The militants held my right hand and pulled it behind me and chained 
it to the pool’s wall. They did the same with the other hand until my body was fixed in 
the water like a crucified person. Then they took off my blindfold and moved to the op-
posite side of the pool. After a few moments, I felt an intense pain in every joint of my 
body. I lost feeling in my body and had severe headache that lasted for about five hours.”

During the third night in the pool, Asslali said he felt feet moving around him. He was 
terrified, still gagged and blindfolded in the water. “After hearing screaming, I realized 
the sound of the footsteps was for another kidnapped person.” Assalali went on to ex-
plain that on the sixth night of torture in the pol, he began to feel an excruciating pain in 
his knee, which had been shot during what was named Al-Karama Friday in 2011. “The 
pain became worse and worse. I called to my guard for help. He asked me about the 
nature and date of the injury. After that, he led me to a cell and loosened the blindfold. 
He folded my knee until my leg was against my thigh, then bound my legs and hands. 
He left me in that condition.”

The cell was extremely hot at first. However, the cold increased gradually and the pain 
in his knee worsened. “I cried like a child. I called to the guards and begged them to 
return me to the pool, but in vain. I didn’t know how long I stayed in this condition, but 
I lost consciousness and I suddenly woke up when they force me to. Then they led me 
to interrogation.”
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In a statement released on 7 October, 2015, the journalists union documented that a 
number of its members had been kidnapped by the Houthi and Saleh militias and were 
exposed to torture, including Salah Al-Kaadi, the news editor of Suhil Television. Salah 
was kidnapped the morning of 8 August, 2015, in the Assnina region west of Sana’a. He 
was tortured by his jailers in the Al-Jadiri police department in the middle of the capi-
tal. The police didn’t allow the committee designated by the deputy head of the North 
Capital District to visit.

Faez Naji Al-Debyani’ 39 was taken to detention from 
Al-Shorta School in Thimar city. “The Houthi militias detained 
me when they found with me invitations to a celebration of 
The National Bloc of the People of Hida tribe,” says Al-De-
byani. “They took me to a four-square-meter, dirty cell in a 
prison in Thimar. There, one could see nothing from outside, 
so much that one would not know if it was daytime or night.”

“The interrogator held a knife while talking to me. He electrified me,” Al-Debyani con-
tinues. “The interrogation room had many bags full of gunpowder and bullets. They 
wanted to know who the leaders and supporters of the National Bloc were. ‘If you do 
not write everything, we will use cruel torture with you.’ they said to me.”

“I stayed in the dark cell, and I used to urinate and eat there, too,” adds Al-Debyani. 
“The food was rotten. Nobody could eat it.”

He fled from prison after it was stricken by the Coalition forces in May 2015.
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Conclusions

1.The facts and events outlined in this report document that Houthi militias and forces 
loyal to former President Ali Abdullah Saleh use violence against their opponents and 
commit human rights violations. Among the targeted are women, people with special 
needs, journalists, academics and activists.

2. Abductees are exposed to inhumane prison conditions, ranting from poor hygiene and 
lack of family visits to torture. 

3. Approximately 16 percent are forcibly disappeared and others are used for human 
shields in areas targeted by the Arab Alliance. Others are detained as hostages to pres-
sure their relatives to surrender or end their opposition to Houthi rule.

4. Many of those abducted played roles in what is known as the “Revolution of 11 Feb-
ruary” against former president Ali Abdullah Saleh, taking a kind of revenge against 
those who opposed him in 2011.

5. The Houthi and Saleh forces control critical facilities such as hospitals, ministries and 
media outlets.

6. Various United Nations agencies have not given significant attention to the kidnap-
pings and torture by Houthi and Saleh-affiliated militias. 
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Recommendations

To the International Community:

1.We call on the UN Security Council and General Assembly, as well as other relevant 
international bodies, to open an urgent and transparent investigation of all cases of 
kidnapping committed in Yemen, including the use of Yemeni civilians as human 
shields and the torture inside prisons. The file for these cases should be transferred to 
the International Criminal Court as crimes against humanity.

2. We call on the various UN organs, as well as the governments of countries related to 
the conflict in Yemen, to put pressure on the Houthis and on Saleh for the immediate 
release of the kidnapped civilians still in detention. We also call for full disclosure of 
the forcibly disappeared and their release. 

To the Yemeni Authorities:

1. Open an investigation into the cases of kidnapping and torture. Also collect evidence 
on these practices as a prelude to fair trials against the perpetrators on all sides.

2. Re-assert control over prisons to stop inhumane practices such as torture or acts of 
reprisal, and maintain the required humanitarian conditions.

To the Opposing Parties:

1. We call on the Houthi groups and forces loyal to the former president to immedi-
ately release all civilians, reveal the fate of those forcibly disappeared, and provide 
fair compensation for the damage they have suffered. In addition, they must stop all 
human rights violations against civilians in Yemen, even if they oppose the Houthi 
groups and the influence of Saleh, assuming they protest peacefully.

2. We recommend that all parties of the conflict abide by international conventions and 
treaties to protect civilians and spare them the scourge of war. 
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