
 

Subject: UK Must Stop Arm Sale to Israel Which Assaults Non-Violent Gaza Protests 
 
Committee Office,  
House of Commons, 
SW1A 0AA London, 
United Kingdom 
Tel. national: 020 7219 6105 
Tel. international: (+46) 020 7219 6105 
 
H.E. Mr. Tom Tugendhat, Chairman of Foreign Affair Committee 
 

25 June 2019 
Your Excellency,  
 

Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor (a Geneva- based human rights 
NGO), is greatly concerned with the ongoing arms sales from the United Kingdom 
to Israel, as a deal of over £14 million agreed upon in May 2018. This is only one 
of the 290 contents and values of licences approved from the UK to Israel and 
reported by the Campaign Against Arms Trade since January 2017. 
 
For years, the UK has been selling arms to other countries; including war-torn and 
embattling ones. In each case, those arms may lead to a proportionate use of force 
in lawful conditions, but also to the perpetration of war crimes and crimes against 
humanities. 
 
Without due monitoring, most selling countries are not aware of the use of the arms 
after they have been delivered, while others deliberately neglect the misuse of their 
arms by the purchasing power. 
 
In that sense, Gaza have a terrible history of casualties inflicted by repeated Israeli 
assaults, including major military campaigns in 2008, 2012 and 2014, in addition 
to systematic and calibrated killings of nonviolent Gazan protesters since March 
2018. Nevertheless, those facts have not prevented the UK to go on selling arms 
to Israel, knowing they might be used to kill innocent civilians and peaceful 
protesters. 
 
Euro-Med would like to recall that the use of force is prohibited by article 2.4 of the 
1945 Charter of the United Nations, stating “All Members shall refrain in their 
international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity 
or political independence of any state”. Article 51 of the Charter provides one 
exception: self-defence from an armed attack. 
 
The UN Independent Commission of Inquiry on the Protests in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory presented its findings on 18 March 2019, stating that “Israeli 
security forces shot and wounded 6,016 protestors with live ammunition in the 
period investigated. 189 died at the protest sites, 183 of these from live fire.” It 



 

added that “application of lethal force was in the majority of cases authorized 
unlawfully. This inevitably led to arbitrary deprivation of life”.  The UN report 
concluded that Israel “may have committed war crimes and crimes against 
humanity.” 
 
Thus, the Euro-med emphasizes that it shall be prohibited to sell arms to countries 
that may, or are known to, commit war crimes, in which case an arms embargo is 
due on Israel as it has been using foreign supplied weapons to assault nonviolent 
protests in the Gaza Strip since March 2018. 
 
Euro-Med calls the UK to take into consideration the recent ruling in the London 
court of appeal, concluding that arms sell to Saudi Arabia, in light of the 
humanitarian law violation taking place during the Yemeni conflict, is “irrational and 
therefore unlawful” , similarly the case of Israelis misuse of British weaponry to 
assault Palestinians invites for an arms embargo. 
 
Hence, Euro-Med calls on the UK to apply this ruling on Israel as well in regard 
to the humanitarian law violations it systematically perpetrates in Gaza. 
 
 
Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration. 
 
 
 
Kindest Regards,  
 

 
 
Muhammad Shehada  
Europe Regional Manager and Policy Officer 


