
 

 
Subject: Gaza students must not be left behind when it comes to education. 
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H.E. Ms Audrey Azoulay, UNESCO Director General 
 

18 June 2019 
Your Excellency,  
 
Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor (a Geneva- based human rights NGO), 
is greatly concerned with the fact that two Gaza students, Mustapha Al-Buhaisi 
and Mustapha Aljamal, who won a scholarship to study in Europe in a summer 
school, have been denied the right to cross out of the Gaza Strip through the 
West Bank by Israeli authorities. 
 
Those two young residents of Gaza are undergradute students of French and 
English languages and literature. They managed to win a scholarship that gives 
them a rare opportunity to travel to France for a summer school as part of the 
Erasmus Exchange Program of the European Union. 
 
However, their eager efforts to attend said summer school are being obstructed 
with unjustified incapacitating measures, as Israeli authorities decided not to 
grant them the permission to cross the West Bank, to necessarily reach Jordan 
and then France. 
 
Up until this moment, no clear pretext was given to explain or justify such 
decision, and by doing so, Israeli authorities are exercising an arbitrary ban 
against two young Gazan civilians and students, which essentially infringes their 
rights to education and freedom of movement.  
 
We recall that the right to education is enshrined in the 1948 Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, the 1966 International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights and many other international instruments.  
 
Moreover, the 1960 UNESCO Convention against discrimination in education 
recalls the right to education for all, without excluding anyone on the basis of 
“race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social 
origin, economic condition or birth”. 
 



 

The Euro-Med, hereby, calls on UNESCO to exert needed 
pressure on the relevant Israel authorities to respect the rights of said Gaza 
citizens, to stop discriminating against them and to let them enjoy the 
opportunities they earned by granting them necessary permits to cross to Jordan 
through the West Bank. 
 
Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration. 
 
Kindest Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Muhammad Shehada 
Regional Europe Manager and Policy Officer 


