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You are not from Here!

Xenophobia and Discrimination
against Refugees and Migrants in Europe 



Throughout recent years, many European countries have granted 
protection to a lot of refugees and migrants seeking a safe haven in Europe. 
However, this protection comes with several obstacles and challenges faced 
by migrants across the EU. These challenges include discrimination and 
manifestations of racism and xenophobia which continue to threaten 
security in the increasingly diverse societies of many European countries. 
Countries across the EU are experiencing discrimination incidents of an 
increasingly violent nature. Physical assaults, arson attacks and murders 
have become the sad reality of progressively more diverse societies. More 
insidious forms of discrimination involve restricting freedom of movement 
outside of camps, limiting employment rights, or denying the expression of 
religious identity, such as wearing hijabs. Host governments may also 
neglect to provide refugees and asylum-seekers with identity documents, 
such as birth and marriage certificates, which can be needed to access 
healthcare and apply for jobs, and which may be required for children of 
refugees to return homerefugees to return home1.  
Much of this discrimination likely has to do with the fear that refugees may Much of this discrimination likely has to do with the fear that refugees may 
take jobs away from EU host country populations. The reality is much more 
complex, however. While the influx of populations may stress local 
economies, properly integrated refugees can also represent new markets 
for goods and services, replenish aging populations, increase tax revenues, 
and fill unmet demand for labor. Systematically excluding refugees from 
the formal economy wastes a significant opportunity, while adding more 
stress to families and protracting dependency on aid.

Introduction
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Xenophobia and Discrimination against refugees and migrants is not 
limited to Europe of course, and it extends well beyond hateful political 
rhetoric. In truth, millions of refugees around the world face 
discrimination and the fear of discrimination on a daily basis. This has 
critical implications not only for security and stability in 
refugee-receiving (and refugee-rejecting) nations, but for population 
health and economic growth as well. 
A brief review of a number of European countries’ profiles when it A brief review of a number of European countries’ profiles when it 
comes to numbers and cases of violent attacks committed against 
migrants and refugees can clearly confirm that xenophobic attacks 
and hate crimes against migrants are only increasing steadily. 
Moreover, many indicators show that this situation is not likely to be 
resolved in the near future.

Hate Crimes and Discriminative Attacks are on the Rise – 
the Manifestations

 In this report, the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor
 aims to show that xenophobia and discrimination against
 refugees and migrants in Europe is a systematic practice that is
 on the rise, especially since the critical stage of the migration
 crisis in 2015. Moreover, the report aims at examining the causes
behind the rise of this phenomenon
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Xenophobic attacks in Germany were on the rise since as early as 2012. 
In 2013, figures released by the Interior Minister, Thomas de Maiziere, 
showed an increase of about 20.4% of attacks against migrants in 2012 
in comparison with 2011. This rise was largely attributed to the 
anti-migrant and anti-refugee rhetoric used by far-right parties such as 
National Democracy Party (NDP).  
In 2014, this neo-Nazi and most extreme right-wing party in Germany In 2014, this neo-Nazi and most extreme right-wing party in Germany 
managed to get itself represented by a deputy to the European 
Parliament. Although there have been several unsuccessful attempts 
to ban this extreme party altogether, votes of the parliament finally 
ruled in favor of banning its funding for six years.2

Even though this appears to be a positive step, it did not stop the rapid Even though this appears to be a positive step, it did not stop the rapid 
increase of xenophobic attacks against migrants and foreigners. This is 
mainly because of the unprecedented success of other far right parties 
such as the anti-immigrant Alternative for Germany party (AfD) who 
managed by 2018 to win 94 seats at the German Parliament and 
became the largest opposition party in Germany who is gaining more 
and more popularity among German people based on anti-migration 
and anti-refugeeand anti-refugee3  sentiments.
Such a rise which Germany has never witnessed since the Second 
World War, allowed for wide anti-immigrant atmosphere in the 
country. This is made evident when comparing the figures of 
anti-immigrant attacks of years 2015, 2016, and 2017. In 2016, the total 
number of suspected and reported attacks against migrants, provided 
by the Interior Ministry, amounted to 178,438 illegal attacks. This 
number shows a double increase in hate crimes in comparison to 
2015.2015.4 

Germany:  
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Spreading fear of Islamization and Islamophobia were also a 
significant tool used by far-right parties to gain popularity. For 
example, an anti-Islam organization called PEGIDA (Patriotic 
Europeans Against the Islamization of the West) which is spreading 
throughout Europe argue that Europeans need to wake up to the 
threat of Islam. In 2015, the PEGIDA movement carried out a lot of 
protests against Muslims in the country and thousands of people 
joined these rallies, creating a wave of fear into the community. 
Additionally, neo-Nazi groups have used the influx of refugees as well 
as the terrorist attacks in Germany in order to demonstrate the failure 
of the government when dealing with the entry of refugees into the 
country. This resulted in an increase in the anti-Muslim attacks 
conducted by extremist and anti-migrant groups such as PEGIDA. In 
this regard, 2017 witnessed significant rise in attacks against Muslims 
and Muslim properties with more than 1,000 reported attacks. This 
include attacks on mosques, physical and verbal assault, and written include attacks on mosques, physical and verbal assault, and written 
threats. Although attacks against Muslims were not specifically 
recorded before 2017, we can see an almost doubled increase in such 
attacks when comparing the numbers at the beginning of 2017 to ones 
at the last third of the same year.5

On 9 March 2018, an arson attack against a mosque frequented by 
Turkish community was reported. Only two days later, another mosque 
On 9 March 2018, an arson attack against a mosque frequented by 
Turkish community was reported. Only two days later, another mosque 
was put on fire in Berlin. Such cases are not isolated, as another 
example of xenophobic attacks was reported just a week later in 
Magdeburg, east of Germany where a Syrian family was verbally 
abused by a 23-year-old German man before he let his dog attack the 
family, causing serious injuries to one of its members. The list of assault 
incidents continues to rise on a daily basis. 
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It is worth mentioning that during the 2015 migrant crisis, Germany 
was the most welcoming European country who accepted a total 
number of 1.1 million migrants in one year. This generosity didn’t 
continue, however, as many steps were taken in the next years to 
tighten its asylum policy. This includes introducing border control with 
Austria among other things.

Poland:   
Even though the country closed its borders to refugees since 2017, after Even though the country closed its borders to refugees since 2017, after 
accepting only a very selective and few numbers of mostly Christian 
refugees, xenophobic attacks and hate crimes in Poland are rising 
rapidly. This is mainly due to the increasing popularity of far-right 
parties which took over the government after 2015 elections. During 
the 2015 election campaign, politicians of the nationalist “Law and 
Justice” party (PiS) used widely anti-refugee and anti-Muslim rhetoric 
making use of the Europes refugee crisis. The party opposed plans to 
relocate around 7,000 "quota refugees6 " from camps in Greece to 
Poland. Warnings from epidemics to be brought up by refugees were 
also raised by the party. Moreover, Islam was viewed to be “a major 
danger” for the country7. Such rhetoric allowed the number of 

Attack on a mosque in Berlin, on March 11, 2018
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xenophobic attacks to double in 2015 compared to 2013. In 2016, the 
figures remained nearly the same8 .
The government’s silence and police’s poor reactions to the practiced 
hate crimes against migrants and refugees attributed to the rise of a 
xenophobic atmosphere in the country, making hate crimes an 
everyday practice while more and more of these crimes went 
unreported or undocumented9 . 
 
Youssef Chadid, a board chairman of the Muslim League in 
Poland, stated that he is receiving constant death threats. “They 
want to get rid of me, so they are threatening me day and night," 
complains Chadid10 .   
On October 2016, a Turkish student was attacked both verbally On October 2016, a Turkish student was attacked both verbally 
and physically in a polish shop in the city of Torun, while a few 
months earlier, a foreign Lecturer at University of Warsaw was 
beaten in a train for not speaking polish.  
On 27 November 2017, two men attacked a Muslim cultural 
center in Warsaw by breaking the windows using stones.

Muslim Cultural Center, Warsaw_Poland
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France:  

2015 marked a year of massive increase in Islamophobic attacks in 
France. According to the France’ National Human Rights Commission, 
there has been an increase of 223% compared to the previous year11 .  
The Commission attributed this tremendous rise to the many terrorist The Commission attributed this tremendous rise to the many terrorist 
attacks that took place during that year. One incident of a terrorist 
attack that occurred was when the satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo 
published an offensive cartoon of the prophet Muhammad, knowing 
that it would probably incite violence. Two armed men believed to be a 
part of al-Qaeda entered the magazine offices killing eleven people. 
ISIS later claimed that they were behind the Paris attacks. 
Another example is the well-known Paris attacks took place on Another example is the well-known Paris attacks took place on 
November 2015. Far right parties took the opportunity to accuse 
migrants and refugees by spreading anti-migration rhetoric and fear 
among people. For instance, Marine Le Pen, leader of the far-right 
National Front party, used Islamophobic rhetoric to earn votes during 
2017 presidency elections. This includes warning of the danger of 
“Islamic fundamentalism” and calling for more restrictions on Muslims 
beside the already existing ones imposed on hijab, veils, face cover, and 
burkinis.

On 29 June 2017, a man tried to drive his car into Muslim 
worshipers in front of a mosque in Paris. The man said that he was 
driven by anger of the terrorist attacks took place in France during 
the past years and wanted to average the attacks12.  Only few days 
later, on 3 July 2017, an attack against muslin prayers took place 
against a mosque in southern France injuring 8 persons, among 
them a 7-year-old girl. The attack was conducted by two masked 
men who entered the mosque and opened fire at prayersmen who entered the mosque and opened fire at prayers13 . 
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Why Xenophobia is Getting Worse? 

1) The Way European Countries Address the Migrant Crisis:

The unprecedented flow of migrants to European countries poses a The unprecedented flow of migrants to European countries poses a 
significant challenge to the European Union. A “crisis” in 2015 was 
declared due to two factors: inadequate EU policies; and a lack of 
political will to effectively and humanely respond to the influx of 
asylum seekers. Short-term attempts and “fixes” focused narrowly on 
security and trampled over human rights—legitimized by the “crisis” 
label—and thus compromised the very values on which the union was 
founded: equality of human rights and freedom of movement. Rather 
than treating migration as a natural, ongoing process inherent in 
human nature, current policies instead focus on border closures and 
restrictions. The resulting militarization, surveillance, detentions and 
deportations have in turn led to violations of human rights and 
protection obligations. Greece, a country of first entrance for migrants 
attempting to reach Europe via Turkey, has received little support as it 
shoulders the heaviest burden of migrants, despite its already 
struggling economy.struggling economy.
Instead of working to understand and address the drivers of migration, Instead of working to understand and address the drivers of migration, 
European countries have built walls and made deals such as the one 
that allows Greece to send asylum seekers back to Turkey in return for 
certain incentives. While the “grand deal” has indeed resulted in a 
reduction of migrants reaching Europe, significant flaws in the 
arrangement, as well as the unwillingness of policymakers to confront 
the root causes of the “crisis,” have caused a host of unintended and 
tragic consequences. For the helpless people seeking a new life, this 
hegemonic game-playing seems designed only to muzzle their 
desperate voices and guard Fortress Europe14. 
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The implementation of this deal coupled with the closing of borders 
along the Western Balkan route left refugees stranded, their lives in 
limbo, and with little in the way of legal alternatives to seeking 
sanctuary. The goal of the deal was to halt refugees’ trajectory into 
Europe on the Greek islands and send all of those who did not qualify 
for asylum back to Turkey. The asylum procedures on the Greek islands 
are not adequately staffed, which results in significant delays. People 
are waiting months—some even up to 19 months to hear the outcomes 
of their cases. This is a bad deal for refugees, eroding their rights, 
exposing people to risks and abuse, and causing human suffering. 
Whilst European leaders are focused on stopping people from arriving 
at any cost, their focus should be on providing legal routes to hope for 
people fleeing conflict and persecution. Now is not the time to step 
back and shirk the responsibility to offer hope to people who 
desperately need it15.  This is not a humanitarian crisis—but a crisis of 
political will, as the UN secretary-general, Antonio Guterres, has said.
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Migration through Mediterranean 
When analyzing statistics provided by UNHCR in 2017, it reveals that When analyzing statistics provided by UNHCR in 2017, it reveals that 
the Mediterranean route to Europe remained the most dangerous 
worldwide. Last year’s percentage of deaths among migrant arriving 
by sea is the highest compared to previous years, although the 
numbers of migrants and asylum seekers who traveled using 
death-boats last year dropped to half compared to 2016. The 
percentage of deaths among the total number of migrants by sea 
reached 1.38% in 2016, whereas this percentage increased to 1.76% in 
2017. This means that in 2017 there was a total rise of 27% in the 
percentage of those who died in the sea16. 
According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), 171,635 According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), 171,635 
migrants and refugees entered Europe by sea last year, with nearly 70 
per cent of them arriving in Italy and the rest were divided between 
Greece, Cyprus and Spain, while more than 3,000 died while making 
the attempt. So far this year, over 600 people have drowned while 
23,715 others have made it to Europe. 
Nonetheless irregular migration to Europe via Turkey remains active. Nonetheless irregular migration to Europe via Turkey remains active. 
According to figures compiled by the Turkish Coast Guard (TCG), a total 
of 6,718 migrants have been apprehended/rescued at sea so far this 
year. In the same period last year (1 January – 23 April 2017), 4,157 were 
apprehended/rescued, constituting a 62 per cent increase. Pinar Genc 
Akcakaya from IOM Turkey attributes the large increase in the number 
of migrants attempting to cross from Turkey to Greece to the lack of 
economic opportunities in countries of origin and the desire to reunite 
with family members who have already reached Europe. Akcakaya 
reported that IOM has provided 3,402 rescued migrants with 
humanitarian assistance so far this year including Syrians (68%), 
Angolans, Central Africans and other African nationalities (21%), 
Afghans (8%), and other nationalities (3%).
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Europe and the Middle East have been grappling with a migrant and 
refugee crisis since the war in Syria has erupted in 2011. In 2015, more 
than one million reached Italy and Greece by sea. Since then, deals 
struck by the European Union, Turkey and Libya have seen the 
numbers dropping down, but the Mediterranean Sea remains a 
popular crossing point despite the danger17. 
After one year of Italy signing a deal with Libya to put in place measures After one year of Italy signing a deal with Libya to put in place measures 
to stop refugees and migrants from travelling to Europe, thousands of 
people remain trapped in abusive Libyan detention camps where 
torture, arbitrary detention and inhuman conditions are rife.
The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between both countries, The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between both countries, 
signed on 2 February 2017, agreed that Italy would work with Libya’s 
military and border control forces “to stem the influx of illegal 
migrants”, thereby preventing migrants – as well as refugees – from 
reaching Europe. The Italian strategy was part of a broader European 
approach, and indeed was endorsed the very next day by European 
leaders in the ‘Malta Declaration’. Since then, the Italian government 
and the EU have provided the Libyan Coast Guard with boats, training 
and other assistance to patrol the sea and pull back refugees and 
migrants desperately trying to sail to Europe. In 2017, about 20,000 
people were intercepted by the Libyan Coast Guard and taken back to 
Libya’s notorious detention centers.
These practices have shown as if European governments want to keep 
migrants and asylum seekers away from their homes at any cost, even 
These practices have shown as if European governments want to keep 
migrants and asylum seekers away from their homes at any cost, even 
if this cost meant human rights abuses. People in Europe are watching 
what their governments are doing, and these actions by governments 
have given a negative perception of migrants and asylum seekers, 
showing them as an overwhelming threat that must be avoided at all 
costs. This has certainly had an impact on the perception and dealing 
with those who have already arrived in European countries.with those who have already arrived in European countries.
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2) The rise of populism and far-right extremism in Europe 

Populism is threatening to become the new normality in Europe. In Populism is threatening to become the new normality in Europe. In 
response to growing economic and social crises, the radical far right 
and populist social movements are experiencing a remarkable surge in 
Europe. Across different European countries, citizens cast their votes 
for parties with xenophobic roots, rhetoric and policies. This is evident 
in countries like Greece, France, Hungary, and Poland, where the 
radical right serves as the spearhead of larger renationalization 
processes directed at forces seen as threatening their ‘national culture 
and values’.
The radical parties responded to contemporary conditions and 
challenges such as increased migration, a changing ethno-cultural 
The radical parties responded to contemporary conditions and 
challenges such as increased migration, a changing ethno-cultural 
landscape, economic crisis and international terrorism, through a 
politics of polarization and fear that planted the seeds of cultural 
racism and intolerance. Migrants or Muslims are portrayed as the 
defining Other. Ideologies scapegoating minorities and immigrants 
seem appealing to individuals who feel alienated and disempowered 
by European and global integration.by European and global integration.
In its June annual report, the Council of Europe’s Commission against 
Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) noted that nationalistic populism and 
xenophobic hate speech had entered the political mainstream in the 
region. In an April report, the EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) 
noted that many hate crimes against refugees in the EU remain 
unreported and invisible, leaving victims without redress, and urged 
member states to improve access to justice for victims.
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Populist extremist parties exercised an outside influence over 
European politics during the year. Worse still, elements of their 
anti-immigration, anti-refugee and anti-Muslim policy agenda 
continue to be embraced by mainstream political parties in many EU 
countries. Racist, xenophobic, and anti-refugee sentiment and 
violence persisted across the EU. Refugees experienced widespread 
hostility and intolerance. Xenophobia and discrimination against 
refugees remained a serious concern

The picture painted by such political panic and the negative viewing of The picture painted by such political panic and the negative viewing of 
refugees and migrants as a threat to Europe which must be kept away, 
caused fear among Europeans which lead to a wave of xenophobia 
across Europe. This has led to a sort of political backlash which we are 
seeing in Europe at the moment — a resurgence of extreme right wing 
nationalist politics, such as Marine Le Pen in France, and the 
Alternative for Germany (AfD) party, previously mentioned. The rise in 
right wing nationalist politics in Europe means that many Europeans 
are now interested in preserving their culture. Some of them fear that 
the Muslim refugees will impose sharia law in their countries, which 
goes against Europe’s liberal democracies. 

After weeks of railing against a proposed EU quota plan that would 
have seen 7,000 asylum seekers resettled in Poland of the 160,000 
After weeks of railing against a proposed EU quota plan that would 
have seen 7,000 asylum seekers resettled in Poland of the 160,000 
allocated across the European Union, the country’s government, led by 
Civic Platform Prime Minister Ewa Kopacz, voted in September 2015 to 
accept it. In caving to European pressure, Poland was criticized by its 
fellow Visegrád Group members, who together with Romania all voted 
against the plan. Poland’s alignment with the European consensus did 
not last long, however.
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In the October 2015 parliamentary election, the right-wing Law and 
Justice Party won the majority of seats, and official rhetoric took on a 
harsher tone under the new government. After the March 2016 terrorist 
attacks in Brussels, Prime Minister Beata Szydło announced that 
Poland would not accept any refugees under the plan. “I say very 
clearly that I see no possibility at this time of immigrants coming to 
Poland,” Szydło said.
It is critical, therefore, to understand the factors behind the policy It is critical, therefore, to understand the factors behind the policy 
changes and harsh reaction to refugees seen in Poland and other 
European countries.
 The week before the EU quota plan vote, thousands of Poles marched  The week before the EU quota plan vote, thousands of Poles marched 
in cities across the country chanting “Today refugees, tomorrow 
terrorists!” and “Poland, free of Islam!” Many observers have portrayed 
this Islamophobia and xenophobia, demonstrated at far-right protests 
and in online forums, as an “Eastern European” problem. Yet while the 
media have tended to ascribe these anti-migrant attitudes to either 
racism or economic concerns, the picture is much more nuanced. The 
calculations behind the Polish political rhetoric that has stoked 
increasingly harsh, and at times xenophobic, public opinion are part of 
a much larger European trend of anti-immigration sentiment. 

In Denmark, politicians approved a law in 2016 allowing the state to In Denmark, politicians approved a law in 2016 allowing the state to 
seize refugees’ valuables in order to pay for their maintenance. Danish 
authorities are now depriving people who have lost their homes, 
security and in many cases their families to war, of their belongings. 
The Danish government has said that the procedure is merely 
intended to cover the cost of each asylum seeker’s treatment by the 
state and that the law does not different from the existing welfare 
system for Danish citizens.system for Danish citizens.
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 However, in line with the new law, Danish police have been given 
powers to stop and search asylum seekers and to confiscate any 
non-essential items worth more than £1000. Given that Danish citizens 
do not have to suffer the indignity of being frisked for their possessions, 
this policy is much more concerning than the Danish government 
would have us believe. We are seeing state-enforced theft aimed at 
society’s most endangered in a chilling policy that has drawn 
comparisons to the treatment of Jews during the Holocaust. 
Switzerland has recently established similar laws, a further sign that we 
are witnessing influential European nations regress in their capacity to 
recognize and respect universal humanity19. 

3) The increase in terrorist attacks in Europe 

As has been shown in the example of France, another reason for the As has been shown in the example of France, another reason for the 
rise in xenophobia across Europe could be attributed to the increase in 
terrorist attacks in Europe. Terror attacks have taken place in countries 
such as France, Belgium, and Germany. Many Europeans saw these 
attacks as an attack on freedom of expression. 
Unfortunately, there continues to be a rise in terrorist attacks all over Unfortunately, there continues to be a rise in terrorist attacks all over 
Europe, more specifically in Germany, France and Belgium, resulting in 
the tragic deaths of many innocent people. Hence, many Europeans 
now have a fear that accepting refugees would be a huge risk, as there 
might be terrorists among them.
However, branding refugees as potential terrorists is inflammatory and However, branding refugees as potential terrorists is inflammatory and 
divisive, and can encourage the stigmatization of other identity 
groups, such as Muslims. Vilifying those with the most to fear — 
refugees — is not fighting terror but buying into it. A true security 
approach would focus more on the capabilities of refugees to 
contribute economically, culturally, and intellectually to the countries 
that keep them safe and healthy, as they have throughout history. 
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4) Mass-media and social media influence

Barely a day goes by without multiple media reports – whether in Barely a day goes by without multiple media reports – whether in 
traditional mainstream media or alternative media outlets – focusing 
on aspects of migration, and frequently on negative aspects of 
migration. While this may reflect, in part, the changing nature of 
migration in Europe, it is important to be aware how media and news 
are constructed and produced – news reporting continues to place 
greater emphasis on “bad” news. Social media is widely acknowledged 
as a forum that provides little or no filter, with the consequence that 
there tends to be much greater emphasis on opinion than on facts and 
analysis. Amid the often polarized political, public and media 
discussions and debates on migration, evidence, knowledge and 
balanced analyses that encompass historical insights as well as 
strategic implications appear to have little space or traction. 
Nonetheless, such aspects continue to be critical to developing a 
better understanding of the various forms and manifestations of 
migration, as well as how best to enhance its opportunities and migration, as well as how best to enhance its opportunities and 
benefits and respond to the challenges that it can present.  
Several European leaders and organization members have made 
anti-refugee and anti-Muslim statements. Amid the increasing 
negative stance on refugees, a church in Bulgaria has become involved 
in the issue by making anti-refugee and anti-Muslim statements. 
Bulgaria's Orthodox Church called on its government to not let any Bulgaria's Orthodox Church called on its government to not let any 
more Muslim refugees into the country to prevent an "invasion." The 
Balkan European Union member has largely been bypassed by the 
hundreds of thousands of refugees, mostly Syrian, fleeing conflict and 
poverty, many of whom set off from Greece through neighboring 
Macedonia and Serbia towards northern Europe. But Bulgaria has still 
seen Syrians, Afghans and Iraqis cross its southeastern border from 
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 Turkey. "We help refugees who have already arrived in our motherland, 
but the government must absolutely not let more refugees in," the 
church, which claims 80 percent of the population as its followers, said 
on its website. "This is a wave that looks like an invasion," it said. It added 
that the problems in the refugees' countries of origin "must be 
resolved by those who created them, and the Bulgarian people must 
not pay the price by disappearing." 20 

The influx of refugees arriving on European shores and cities has The influx of refugees arriving on European shores and cities has 
sparked a wave of right-wing anger that is splitting the continent. 
Recent years have seen a disturbing amount of anti-refugee sentiment 
spill forth from Europe’s divided political sphere. In Germany, 
especially, where relatively open-armed policies allowed more than 
one million migrants to claim asylum in 2015, domestic tensions are 
reaching a fever pitch. Frauke Petry, a German politician and leader of 
the far-right group AFD (Alternative for Germany), recently suggested 
that “migrants attempting to cross Germany’s borders illegally should 
be shot.”21  Her statement, which provoked major political and public 
backlash, reveals the growing confidence of radical far-right groups 
and commentators in the midst of the refugee crisis.

Also, in Germany, on the same weekend that Petry expressed her 
inflammatory remarks, an unidentified perpetrator threw a hand 
Also, in Germany, on the same weekend that Petry expressed her 
inflammatory remarks, an unidentified perpetrator threw a hand 
grenade into a refugee shelter in Villingen-Schwenningen, where over 
170 migrants were hosted in overnight accommodation. Fortunately, 
the attack did not succeed in killing any asylum seekers or center staff. 
Police have since attributed the attack’s failure to a fault within the 
explosive’s inner mechanisms. This increasingly violent hostility to 
refugees must be addressed quickly. 
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Certainly, a country will encounter major dilemmas when accepting 
hundreds of thousands of people from different countries who belong 
to different cultures. An example of this was seen in the aftermath of 
the mass sexual assaults in Cologne on NYE, which saw several 
hundred women attacked by a group of men who appeared to be of 
migrant origin. It has since been reported that only three out of 58 men 
arrested for the attacks so far were refugees from Syria or Iraq. While 
these types of offenses are inexcusable, they do not give license to 
make general targets of refugees. When influential speakers propose 
killing or maiming people who are looking for shelter, it foments an 
atmosphere of suspicion, hatred and fear that makes the world's most 
vulnerable even more so. 
It seems that as anti-refugee rhetoric gains prominence, European 
governments are starting to espouse these views. In the past few years, 
It seems that as anti-refugee rhetoric gains prominence, European 
governments are starting to espouse these views. In the past few years, 
there have been European politicians calling for refugees to be shot at 
the border, failed terrorist attacks on refugees’ shelters, and a revival of 
state-enforced confiscation of people’s goods.
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The Impact on Migrants and Refugees Daily Life  

Indeed, xenophobia in Europe can contribute to a range of difficulties Indeed, xenophobia in Europe can contribute to a range of difficulties 
for refugees, asylum-seekers, and migrants, encouraging policies that 
undermine access to asylum and depriving refugees and 
asylum-seekers of basic human rights. In its most extreme form, 
xenophobia has taken the form of bias-motivated violence (in many 
European countries, referred to as “hate crime”), a pernicious form of 
discrimination in which individuals are targeted because of their 
ethnicity, race, religion, nationality, sexual orientation, or other similar 
factor. These individuals are often distinguished by their appearance, 
language, religion, and customs— particularly in largely homogenous 
societies. Their vulnerability increases when they are concentrated in 
urban areas and neighborhoods22. 
Asylum-seekers, refugees, and migrants who fear such violence cannot 
move freely in the European towns and cities where they reside, much 
Asylum-seekers, refugees, and migrants who fear such violence cannot 
move freely in the European towns and cities where they reside, much 
less participate fully in the larger society. Hate crimes send messages of 
fear to entire communities that share a similar identity, and thus such 
incidents threaten the equal enjoyment of fundamental rights and 
freedoms. Fear of violence may prevent vulnerable individuals from 
seeking available services—including education, health care, food aid, 
and even access to UNHCR registration or to formal asylum 
procedures—for anxiety of venturing out to those places where they 
are offered. This leads to progressive marginalization and exclusion, 
largely barring those under threat from the exercise of a range of 
rights. Though the most visible and brutal of hate crimes in Europe 
may make the news headlines, the large majority of cases of violent 
attacks and day-to-day harassment—including by state officials— 
remains under the radar screen. Underreporting of hate crimes is 
endemic as refugees, asylum seekers and migrants may be afraid to 
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identify themselves to local government authorities due to fear of 
deportation or mistrust of local law enforcement authorities. This is in 
addition to the fact that many of refugees are coming from countries 
controlled by authoritarian regimes or torn by political conflicts where 
people don’t trust their governments.
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On June 2017, a Muslim student in Poland complained that she was 
abused by a polish man in a street and was spat over in front of the 
police who stood aside while laughing and didn’t provide any help 
for the girl. 
Ali (the real name was withheld upon request), 25-year-old Turkish Ali (the real name was withheld upon request), 25-year-old Turkish 
student in Italy stated that he was threatened with a gun on the 
head and was verbally abused. “While in the transportation, I was 
shocked by a gun directed to my head and a man shouting at me 
that I should leave their country”. Expressed Ali. “Although I was not 
harmed, I don’t feel safe anymore, and cannot move freely in the 
country,” added Ali. 
 Nur (the full name withheld upon request) a Syrian refugee in  Nur (the full name withheld upon request) a Syrian refugee in 
Germany reported that she is afraid from moving alone in the 
streets after she was threatened and intimidated by a group of men 
for wearing the hijab. “I fled prosecution in my country, and when I 
came here I thought I’ll be totally safe, however, I’m afraid of 
xenophobic attacks due to my difference,” expressed Nur.



Conclusion & Recommendations

Xenophobia, discrimination, and racism are key obstacles to the full Xenophobia, discrimination, and racism are key obstacles to the full 
integration of refugees and their offspring into the labor market and 
the society as a whole. It may not only negatively impact social 
cohesion and refugees’ incentives to invest in education and training, 
but also represents an economic loss to the host country. Therefore, 
the EU countries should reconsider their current attitude towards 
migration and to take more positive steps towards facing the rising 
anti-migration and xenophobic rhetoric among politicians in Europe. 
There is also a particular importance for awareness-rising since there is 
a growing evidence that discriminatory behavior does not necessarily 
stem from individual preferences, but often from negative stereotypes 
about refugees. Thus, a balanced public discourse on refugees and 
their integration, and positive political steps towards the migration 
crisis would contribute to reducing stereotypes and thus combating 
xenophobia and discrimination against refugees and migrants in 
Europe.  Europe.  
Thus, Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor calls for curbing 
calls of hatred and discrimination against refugees and migrants and 
taking a decisive stand against xenophobia and the violations of 
refugee and migrant rights, following a wave of extreme right-wing 
attitudes in Europe.

Euro-Med Monitor calls on the EU countries to come to a unified and Euro-Med Monitor calls on the EU countries to come to a unified and 
firm stance regarding xenophobia and discrimination practices and to 
exert more efforts to ensure respect and protection of the rights of 
refugees and migrants.
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Euro-Med Monitor calls on the EU countries to come to a unified and 
firm stance regarding xenophobia and discrimination practices and 
to exert more efforts to ensure respect and protection of the rights of 
refugees and migrants.

A) EU countries should in the immediate term take the following 
steps:

   Euro-Med Monitor calls for the protection of refugees as stated in 
the Dublin Convention, the European Convention on Human 
Rights, and the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants. 

  Euro-Med Monitor calls for holding those responsible for 
incitement and discrimination against refugees accountable.

       Euro-Med Monitor further calls for concrete measures to be be 
taken by the EU countries and the international community to 
protect refugees and migrants across the EU against all sort of 
discrimination and xenophobia.

    Judges, lawyers, law enforcement agents, police, and army in the 
EU countries should receive adequate training in human rights 
principles in accordance with Article 2 of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
(ICERD);

 Initiatives should be taken to promote tolerance and  Initiatives should be taken to promote tolerance and 
comprehension and to combat racial discrimination in accordance 
with Article 2 of the ICERD; 
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B) The international community should: 

  Take all appropriate measures to comply with its international 
obligations while handling the refugees, in accordance with article 
1 of the ICERD; 

  Ensure that refugees are not victims of arbitrary detention and are 
given equal treatment before the law as stated in article 5 of the 
ICERD.   

  Criminalize anti-refugee rhetoric and hate speech to de-escalate   Criminalize anti-refugee rhetoric and hate speech to de-escalate 
xenophobia and discrimination against refugees and migrants. 
 

        Initiate programs and projects for the protection of refugees 
and migrants across the EU. This area should not remain the 
exclusivity of UNHCR. 

       Give full technical support to the EU countries in order to cope 
with refugees as part of sharing responsibility.  
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