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Introduction

One of the European Union’s highest priority goals in the Israeli-Palestinian 

peace and security with Israel. The EU has insisted it will not recognize any 

changes to the 1967

Thus, the EU regards protection of the rights of Palestinians in Area C of 

the West Bank (under full Israeli security and civil control) as of paramount 



4Policy Memo: Palestinians Shouldn’t Be Penalized For Israel’s Destruction of EU-Funded Structures

demolitions of Palestinian structures in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, 

force against the occupied population.

2012, EU 

2014

Israeli settlement policies in East Jerusalem, and warned against further 

construction on disputed land, which often results in destruction of schools 

and other European-funded structures. In January 2015, the EU unanimously 
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an action, despite the fact that the EU is the largest trading partner with 

Israel, and holds a lot of cards that it could leverage to sway Israel to end 

translate their positions into strong measures on the ground that would 

in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. This has allowed Israel’s violations to 

continue unconstrained.

Escalating Demolitions
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In 2016

which documented how following the EU’s decision in 2015

2016

165, from an average 

of 50 during 120 ,2015-2012 of the demolitions Israel carried out in 2016 were 

occupied Palestinian territories 

2015-2001

around 65€million—of which            

at least 23€million were lost 

during the 2014 Operation 

Protective Edge on Gaza.

Our main goal in this report was to raise was to draw attention to how failing 

solution.

occupied Palestinian territories 

2015-2001

 €65 million
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structures, especially EU-funded 

structures, has only led to the 

escalation and acceleration of 

such demolitions.

In 2019, Israel destroyed 521 

structures across the West Bank 

and east Jerusalem, representing 

a spike compared to previous 

97 

donor-funded structures that 

Israel in East Jerusalem and 

Area C, a threefold increase 

compared to the same period 

of 32)  2018 structures), most of 

Palestinian structures further, despite the coronavirus pandemic and the           

accompanying economic crisis. For instance, our team has documented   

with august 2020 setting a record of 53 Palestinian houses demolished.

Israel’s continued destruction 

of Palestinian structures, 

especially EU-funded 

structures, has only led to 

  the escalation 

  and acceleration 

  of such 

  demolitions
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Prominent examples of Israeli demolitions of                   

EU-funded structures in 2019:

2019

cut 240 olive trees and damaged another 220 trees in the forests. 

located on privately owned Palestinian land in an area designated 

17 percent of Area C. This restriction 

In July 2019, Israel demolished eight water tanks in Area C that 

were provided as humanitarian aid with funding from the EU 

Israel leveling the ground and uprooting thousands of trees in two 

In another Palestinian community in the north of the Jordan        
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states, which led to the displacement of one family.

In June 2019, a Palestinian farmer reported that Israeli settlers 

residential tents, animal tents for earning a living, and a kitchen 

2019, there were               

178

or damage to Palestinian property which Israeli authorities 

condoned.

2019

-2,300metre 

long section of newly constructed pipelines, which were funded    

area. Similarly, eight residential and animal shelters, two of 

As a result, 19 people were displaced with their 350 sheep.
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Failing to take a hard stance on Israel’s escalating destruction and 

disincentivize the international community from investing into supporting 

In 2019

internationally (mainly European) 

shrank to 12 from 75 in 2015. The 

head of Israel’s Civil Administration 

in the West Bank, Brigadier 

General Ghassan Alian, linked 

and enforcement steps adopted 

Sharply Decreasing Assistance

internationally 

(mainly 

European) 

Palestinian 

shrank to 

75

20152019

12
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In other words, the decline in                                        

East Jerusalem is a direct result of 

Israel’s unchallenged assault on  

demolitions clearly signals to Israel that its strategy of undermining 

Palestinian presence in Area C and East Jerusalem is working, which 

portends of further escalating and accelerating such practices that critically 

The EU’s response to Israel’s destruction of its funded structures in the 

immediate and strong action from the EU to draw a clear redline to Israel 
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Israel doesn’t only seek to undermine and disincentivize EU-funded 

structures, it aims to eliminate them altogether and eliminate Palestinian 

presence in Area C. 

In July 2020

attaches of relevant EU countries 

Israel’s Claim of Sovereignty
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to grant a permit and activity 

However, Israel’s government 

knows too well that it does 

not permit construction and 

development for Palestinians 

in Area C, not even a linking up to the water and electricity grids. Israel 

%2.3 of applications for                    

2009 

and 2012.

Furthermore, our team documented some instances in which Israel 

 Gabi Ashkenazi,

rejected out of hand the 

prospect of compensating 

the EU for structures or 

equipment that Israel has 
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that were installed in coordination with Israel’s civil administration. This 

entails, for instance, a Belgian-funded Palestinian electricity network in the 

10 ,2014 years after it was completed in coordination with 

Israeli authorities.

Taking pride in undermining 

the presence of Palestinians in 

population transfer of Israeli settlers 

to said occupied territory is a clear 

the fourth Geneva convention.

Our team documented 

some instances in which 

Israel demolished and 

power grids and equipment 

that were installed in 

coordination with Israel’s 

civil administration
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again in no time.

. 1

. 2 Use meetings with Israeli authorities to articulate a clear and consistent 

. 3 Leverage the fact that the EU is Israel’s largest trade partner and close                

the oPt.

. 4

. 5

. 6

the oPt.

Conclusion
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