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Introduction

The Israeli authorities continued committing human rights violations in Jerusalem in 
October 2019, with a support from Israel›s highest political levels, unlimited American 
support, and international and regional silence.
The Euro-Med team monitored during this month an increase in the number of viola-
tions committed by the Israeli forces compared to last month, as the Israeli forces com-
mitted 474 human rights violations this month compared to 376 last month. These vio-
lations were divided into 17, the majority of which were serious. Arrests constitute 31% of 
the violations, the highest, followed by raids, 21.9% and checkpoints, 19%.
Attacks on Al-Aqsa Mosque remained one of the most prominent Israeli attacks and 
violations during the month. It became clear that the Israeli authorities are seeking to 
impose a temporal and spatial division there as a fait accompli, by increasing the fre-
quency of incursions, which has increased significantly.
The Euro-Med team monitored the storming of 5,744 Israeli settlers of Al-Aqsa as well as 
thousands of tourists, including large numbers of secular Jews, with incursions taking 
place throughout 23 days of month.
The stormings witnessed a remarkable increase during the Jewish holidays with the par-
ticipation of 3,690 settlers during the Sukkot holidays, which lasted from Sunday, 13th 
October 2019 to Monday, 21st October 2019, through the Moroccan Gate (Bab al-Maghar-
bah), which has been controlled by the Israeli authorities since the occupation of the city 
in 1967.
During the stormings, settlers performed prayers and religious rituals at Al-Aqsa, es-
pecially at the Golden Gate (Bab al-Rahma) and at (the Cotton Merchant’s Gate (Bab al 
Qattanin). One of the settlers introduced the Sukkot’s plant/fruit offerings and he per-
formed his prayers at the Golden Gate. Additionally, a group performed Shamai prayers 
at al-Aqsa in public and loudly, under the protection of the Israeli forces.
During Sukkot, the Israeli Agriculture Minister Uri Ariel, chairman of the Knesset For-
eign Affairs and Defense Committee, Avi Dichter, and dozens of ultra-Orthodox rabbis, 
among others, broke into Al-Aqsa. In addition, the Israeli intelligence deliberately chased 
and photographed worshipers at Al-Aqsa, prevented them from being in the courtyard 
of the Golden Gate chapel and handed many of them summons for interrogation just 
for being there.
Furthermore, Israeli settlers did not only raid Al-Aqsa, but they held prayers near its 
gates and organized a march at Al Wad Street. At the same time, the Israeli authorities 
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secured settlers› stormings into Al-Aqsa and prayers at its gates, prevented Palestinians 
removed from Al-Aqsa from gathering at the Chain Gate (Bab al-Silsila) and repeatedly 
attacked them.
Tens of thousands of Jews participated in the rituals during the holidays near the West-
ern Wall.
The number of foreign tourists coming to Al-Aqsa Mosque during Jewish holidays have 
increased. Most secular Jews enter Al-Aqsa under the pretext of tourism, and the Israeli 
police have withdrawn the power to decide who can enter Al-Aqsa from the Jerusalem 
Islamic Waqf in 2001.
In exchange for securing settlers› stormings into Al-Aqsa and prayers at its gates, the 
Israeli forces prevented Palestinians who were removed from Al-Aqsa from gathering at 
the Chain Gate and repeatedly attacked them.
The Israeli forces focused on targeting women who spend time at Al-Aqsa to protect it 
from Israeli attacks, by arrests, removal orders, physical attacks and provocations.
During this month, the Golden Gate chapel was subjected to systematic attacks as it 
was raided at least six times, during which Israeli police officers stormed the Mosque 
while wearing their shoes and seized furniture and partitions inside, as well as imposing 
restrictions on the access of Muslim worshipers to the mosque, especially during Jewish 
holidays.
During this month, the Euro-Med documented 17 incidents of shootings and direct as-
saults by the Israeli forces in the neighborhoods of Jerusalem, which resulted in the inju-
ry of four Palestinians, including a child, who were wounded by live bullets, rubber-coat-
ed metal bullets, tear gas canisters or direct assaults. Seventeen Palestinians, including 
women and children, were subjected to beatings and violence by the Israeli forces, espe-
cially at the gates of Al-Aqsa while dozens were suffocated as a result of tear gas.
The Israeli forces carries out 107 raids into the towns and neighborhoods of Jerusalem, 
which included the arrest of 151 Palestinians, including 19 children and 11 women. In ad-
dition, 18 people, including women, and the governor of Jerusalem were summoned. At 
least six Palestinians were subjected to house arrests and fines.
The Israeli forces forcibly dispersed at least three peaceful gatherings of Palestinians in 
Jerusalem.
As for the demolition of houses and civilian properties, the Euro-Med team documented 
17 demolitions/orders against Palestinians in Jerusalem. The Israeli authorities demol-
ished nine houses, forcing four of them to self-demolish their houses to avoid paying 
heavy fines, in addition to a commercial establishment and four shacks and two ware-
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houses, besides notifying the owners of two tents and a warehouse of demolition.
This month, the Israeli authorities issued two decisions: The announcement of a tender 
for the construction of a waste reclamation facility and the construction of an under-
ground cemetery in an effort to Judaize the city.
The Israeli forces have stepped up their attempts to prevent the Palestinian Authority 
from operating in Jerusalem banning any activities there, in an attempt to promote the 
Israeli sovereignty in the city.
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The report:

First: General Indications of Israeli Army Violations in Jeru-
salem

Violation Number Percentage

Injuries 4 0.8

Beatings 17 3.6

Shootings 14 3.0

Stormings and raids 104 21.9

Arrests 147 31.0

Peaceful Gatherings 
Dispersals 

3 0.6

Summons 18 3.8

House Arrests 6 1.3

Forced Removals 19 4.0

Demolitions 16 3.4

Distributing demolitions 
Notifications

3 0.6

Seizing Properties 1 0.2

Building Settlement 
Decisions

2 0.4
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Al-Aqsa Stormings 23 4.9

Restriction of Freedoms 3 0.6

Checkpoints and 
Freedom of Movement 
Restrictions

90 19.0

Travel Bans 4 0.8

Total 474 100.0

Data from the table above shows that the Israeli forces committed 376 violations falling 
under 16 categories. The majority of these violations are complex, the most prominent 
of which are arrests, which constitutes 31% of the total violations, followed by stormings 
and raids, 21.9%, and checkpoints and freedom of movement restrictions, 19%. Such vio-
lations happen on a daily basis, noting that other violations have dangerous effects that 
violate international law and International Humanitarian Law.
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Second: Shootings and Violations of the Right to Physical 
Safety

The Israeli forces carried out 17 shootings and assaults in Jerusalem’s neighborhoods 
during this month. Seventeen Palestinians, including women and children, were sub-
jected to beatings and violence by the Israeli forces, most of them at the gates of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque while dozens were suffocated as a result of the Israeli forces use of tear gas.
Details:
On the evening of Wednesday, October 9, clashes erupted between Palestinian youths 
and the Israeli forces at Shu’fat checkpoint. They poured youths and bystanders with 
bullets and tear gas canisters which caused many suffocations among them.
On Monday evening, October 14, the Israeli forces wounded a young man with a rub-
ber-coated metal bullet in the head at Shufat refugee camp checkpoint, east of Jerusa-
lem. According to Euro-Med follow-up, clashes erupted between the youths and Israeli 
forces at the Israeli checkpoint, during which soldiers fired tear gas canisters and rub-
ber-coated metal bullets. As a result, a young man was wounded with a rubber bullet in 
the head while passing near a checkpoint. He was transferred to a medical center.
On Wednesday, October 16, the Israeli police assaulted a number of Palestinian women 
at the Chain Gate because of removal orders issued against them. According to the field 
follow-up, the police assaulted elderly citizen Aida Mohammed al-Sidawi, 59, which led 
to her fall on the ground. The Israeli police assaulted Hanadi al-Halawani, 38, and Mad-
eleine Issa, 27. The Israeli police assaulted them after they objected to an attempt by a 
group of Jews to storm Al-Aqsa after noon prayers.
It is noteworthy that removal decisions were issued against the three women while they 
were trying to come back to Al-Aqsa at the Chain Gate.
On Sunday, October 20, the Israeli police assaulted three Palestinians who were re-
moved from Al-Aqsa Mosque when they were at the Chain Gate. According to the field 
follow-up, the attack targeted Nezam Abu Rumouz, Hanadi Halawani, and Aida Moham-
med Sidawi, during Israeli settlers’ storming of Al-Aqsa, and forced them to evacuate the 
area.
The following day, 21 October, the Israeli forces beat a young man and injured another 
in the wake of clashes in al-Issawiya. According to the field follow-up, the Israeli forces 
assaulted young man Ahmed Abu Roumi and beat him near a flying checkpoint on the 
al-Tor road in the town.
Salem Musa Darwish suffered from burns after the Israeli forces fired stun grenades at 
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his vehicle near al-Arba’een mosque in al-Issawiya.
On Tuesday evening, 22 October, clashes erupted between youths and the Israeli forces 
in al-Issawiya, during which the Israeli forces fired live ammunitions and tear gas canis-
ters, causing suffocation among citizens.
On Wednesday evening, 23 October, clashes erupted between Palestinian youths and 
the Israeli forces in Obaid neighborhood of al-Issawiya village in Jerusalem, during which 
Israeli forces fired live ammunitions and tear gas canisters, causing suffocation among 
Palestinian.
On Thursday evening, October 24, a family was suffocated after the Israeli forces fired 
tear gas canisters after clashes erupted in al-Eizariya town, southeast of Jerusalem, be-
tween dozens of youths and the Israeli troops who stormed the town.
On Monday evening, 28 October, a child was shot and wounded by the Israeli forces in 
the Old City of Jerusalem before being arrested. According to the field follow-up, the Is-
raeli police opened fire on Mohammed Khaled al-Sabah, 16, for trying to attack an Israeli 
soldier near a settlement outpost on the Mujahideen road in the Old City. The child was 
shot with several bullets in the upper limbs and transferred to Shaare Zedek Medical 
Center in west Jerusalem. The child is still under arrest.
Afterwards, the Israeli forces closed Al-Aqsa Gates and evacuated worshipers. They also 
closed several roads leading to the center of Jerusalem. They violently assaulted ten cit-
izens and arrested four of them, including two child brothers, who were near Herod’s 
Gate (Bab al-Sahera) and took them to Salah Al-Din Street police station. They arrested 
Jamil Khader Haddad, 57, Mohammed Shaheen, 51, Mohammed, 16, and Malek Fadi Ma-
tour, 14.
The Euro-Med team also documented seven shootings and firing tear gas canisters the 
during the Israeli incursions into al-Issawiya town and Shu’fat refugee camp and near 
Qalandiya checkpoint, most of which took place during the night hours during the peri-
od from 20 to 26 October.

The Israeli forces repeated attacks, excessive use of force against demonstrators, 
the use of gas and sound bombs against Palestinians and their homes, as well as 
violence and severe beatings constitute a systematic violation of the rules of inter-
national law governing the use of force against civilians. It is evident from the field 
follow-up that the army forces use these as a punitive action.
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Third: Raids, Arrests and House Arrests:

The Israeli forces continued to carry out raids into the Palestinian neighborhoods, in-
cluding raiding houses and properties, harassing Palestinians and arbitrarily arresting 
them (without arrest warrants), beatings, interrogation for long hours, and fines. During 
this month, the Israeli forces carried out 107 raids into the towns and neighborhoods of 
Jerusalem. The Israeli forces arrested 151 Palestinians, including 19 children and 11 wom-
en. They summoned 18 people, including women, and the governor of Jerusalem while 
at least six Palestinians were subjected to house arrests and fines.

Details:

On Tuesday, October 1, the Israeli forces arrested Nasser Abu Khudair, 25, and Nidal Ab-
boud, 27, after beating them following suppressing a demonstration in solidarity with 
Palestinian prisoners in Jerusalem.
At dawn on Wednesday, October 2, the Israeli forces handed brothers Mohammed, 
23, and Hakam, 32, Mujahid Abu Roumi summons to appear at the police station on 
next Sunday, after raiding their home in Ezariya. It is noteworthy that Mohammed and 
Hakam Mujahid Abu Roumi are the cousins of the child Nassim Mukahif Abu Roumi, 14, 
who was killed by the Israeli forces on 15 August 2019, under the pretext of attempting to 
stab an Israeli police officer, at the Chain Gate.
On the same evening, the Israeli forces arrested Munir al-Basti after they raided his 
house in the Gate of Remission (Bab al Hittah area).
On Thursday, October 3, the Israeli forces raided Shufat refugee camp, east of Jerusalem, 
and raided several houses in the Ras Khamis neighborhood of the camp and abused its 
residents without reporting arrests.
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On the same day, a joint Israeli police and intelligence force arrested Sheikh Najeh Daoud 
Bakirat, 65, the deputy director of the Islamic Waqf, and researcher Aziz al-’Aasa, 63, the 
head of the cultural committee at Almuwazfin Club, after storming Al-Dar Hotel in Je-
rusalem while holding a seminar entitled: “The cultural scene in Jerusalem”. The Israeli 
forces stormed the hotel and detained the participants in the seminar, took their IDs 
and handed some of them summonses to attend to the police station on next Sunday.
The Israeli intelligence prevented the organization of the seminar, kicked out the par-
ticipants after holding them and checking their IDs, and confiscated the camera of Pal-
estine TV cameraman Amir Abed Rabbo, and handed him a summons for investiga-
tion. Following a decision of the Israeli police chief in Jerusalem, the Israeli intelligence 
hanged orders in both Hebrew and Arabic, which banned the seminar under the pretext 
of being organized by Hamas. The decision signed by the Israeli police chief in Jerusa-
lem, Doron Yadid, reads: “Based on my powers and under Article 69 of the Anti-Terrorism 
Law of 2016, and the fact I am convinced that the cultural seminar is funded by Hamas, 
which is a terrorist organization that will be held at Al-Dar Hotel, I order not to initiate this 
event at the place mentioned above, or anywhere within the State of Israel on this date, 
or any other date.”
In the evening, the Israeli forces arrested Laith Tariq Darwish, 19, from al-Issawiya village 
in Jerusalem. A video on social media showed Israeli soldiers severely beating Darwish 
with their hands and batons while in detention.
On Friday, 4 October, the Israeli forces arrested two children from the town of Silwan, 
south of Al-Aqsa Mosque. According to field follow-up, the Israeli forces moved into ‘Ein 
al-Louza neighborhood in the town and arrested two children: Nasr Iyad al-Awar, 10, and 
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Taha Owaida, 10, while they were in the street.
At dawn on Saturday, 5 October, the Israeli forces arrested two Palestinians near Issaw-
iya.
According to the field follow-up, the Israeli forces arrested Yousef Farid Obeid, 22, and 
Nadim Harbi Obeid, 23, as they passed by a checkpoint at the southern entrance of Is-
sawiya, taking them to an interrogation and detention center in the area

On the same day, the Israeli forces arrested Bassel Aziz Obeid, 21 from in front of his 
house near the entrance of Al-Shaheed neighborhood in Issawiya.
On Sunday, October 6, the Israeli forces arrested Mo’men al-Hashim, 19, from his home 
in the Bab Hatta neighborhood of Old Jerusalem.
On the same day, the Israeli intelligence summoned Ayham Khalil Sharifa, 18, and Amjad 
Mohammed Abu Sneineh, 23, from the Bab Hatta neighborhood of Old Jerusalem for 
questioning.
On the same day, the Israeli forces moved into Silwan town, east of Jerusalem, and hand-
ed Emad Eddin Khalil al-’Abbasi, 32, summons to attend to a military headquarter.
The Israeli intelligence arrested Mohammed Mujahid Abu Rumi, 23, from the Eizariya, 
and detained his brother Hakam, 32, for several hours, after being summoned for ques-
tioning last Wednesday at the Ma’ale Adumim interrogation center.
Hakam Abu Roumi said the Israeli intelligence released him after he was subjected 
to harsh interrogation, while sending his brother Mohammed, who got engaged two 
months ago into Ofer Prison.
On the same evening, a joint Israeli army-police-intelligence force stormed Augusta Vic-
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toria Hospital in the Mount of Olives neighborhood of Jerusalem. According to a field 
follow-up, a large force of the Israeli army stormed the hospital accompanied by sniffer 
dogs and searched inside some cancer wards, terrorized patients and carried out search-
es on the pretext of searching for a weapon.
The Israeli forces also arrested an unidentified young man during their incursion into 
the town of Al-Ram in Jerusalem and took him in a military vehicle to an interrogation 
center.
On Monday, October 7, the Israeli forces arrested four citizens after raiding their homes 
in Al-Tur neighborhood and Issawiya, east of Jerusalem. Detainees were Wadih ‘Olayyan 
and Amr Abu Ghannam.
On the same evening, the Israeli forces raided al-Issawiya and searched a house belong-
ing to the Idkidik family and messed with its contents.
At dawn on Tuesday 8 October, the Israeli forces arrested Ayman Mohammed Sharif, 24, 
after they raided his house in Issawiya.
At dawn on Wednesday 9 October, the Israeli forces arrested Nasser Ajaj and Tayseer 
Abu Sobeih from Silwan, after they raided their houses and took them to a military site.
On the same day, the Israeli forces summoned two teachers, Khadija Khwais and Hanadi 
al-Halawani to hand them travel ban orders.
On Thursday October 10, the Israeli police stormed the Golden Gate chapel on the east-
ern side of the Al-Aqsa, arresting at least five unidentified persons and seizing wooden 
partitions from inside the mosque.
On the same day, the Israeli forces arrested Mohammed Zghir from Al-Aqsa. According 
to the field follow-up, Israeli forces arrested Zghir in conjunction with the storming of 
dozens of settlers of the Mosque, where he was taken violently to a detention center.
On Friday, 11 October, the Israeli police forces stormed al-Issawiya. They raided Obeid 
neighborhood and began removing Palestinian flags and pictures of Mohammed Samir 
Obeid, who was killed by the Israeli forces in al-Issawiya. Since the killing, the town has 
been subjected to repeated raids by the Israeli forces, including house raids and dozens 
of arrests.
On the same day, the Israeli forces stationed at The Inspector’s Gate (Bab An Nadhir), 
one of Al-Aqsa gates in the Old City of Jerusalem, arrested Mohammed Musbah Abu 
Sobeih, 17, as he left the mosque and took him to the Russian Compound police station 
in the Old City. Several hours later, the Israeli authorities released him on condition of 
removal from Al-Aqsa for 15 days.
At dawn on Sunday 13 October, the Israeli army arrested 12 Palestinians after launch-



Holidays: Israel’s pretext to Judaize Al-Aqsa and Jerusalem15

ing a massive raid in the neighborhoods and towns of Jerusalem. The detainees were: 
Mu’tasim Hamza Obeid, 16, Mohammed Ibrahim Darwish, 26, Khaled Mousa Mustafa, 21, 
Adam Shafiq Obeid, 19, and Mohammed Marwan Obeid, 19, Khaled Walid Obeid, 22, Diaa 
Ayman Obeid, 23, Hatem Hassan Zomorod, 19, Nadim Mohammed Safadi, 19, Moham-
med Mousa Hamdan, 19, Firas Akram Zghair, 24, Waheed Shabana.
On Monday, October 14, the Israeli forces arrested the governor of Jerusalem, Adnan 
Adel Tawfiq Ghaith, 45, after raiding his house in Silwan. According to lawyer Rami Oth-
man, Governor Adnan Ghaith was arrested on charges of working with the Palestinian 
Authority in the city of Jerusalem, and he was released in the evening, after the judge of 
the Israeli Magistrate’s Court in Jerusalem issued a decision to release him on condition 
of paying a bail of 5,000 shekels ($1,436).
The Israeli forces also arrested Fatah’s Secretary in Jerusalem, Shadi Abdullah Al-Mut-
awar, 42, after raiding his house in Beit Hanina, north of Jerusalem. They detained him 
for several hours and charged him with working with the Palestinian Authority in the 
city of Jerusalem. He was released at approximately 11:00 PM on the same day after the 
Israeli Magistrate’s Court judge in Jerusalem issued a decision to release him on a bail 
of 5,000 shekels ($ 1,436).
The Israeli army summoned the Secretary of Fatah movement in al-Issawiya, Yasser Dar-
wish, for investigation, later on the same day.
On the same day, the Israeli army arrested six citizens, including the Director of the Pal-
estinian Preventive Security in Jerusalem, Brigadier General Said Attari, from Al-Aqsa. 
According to the field follow-up, the Israeli forces took the six detainees to an investiga-
tion center in the city.
On the same evening, the Israeli forces arrested two residents, including a child, after 
storming al-Issawiya. They arrested child Nasrallah Ibrahim Mahmoud, 17, and Moham-
med Mounir Derbas, 23.
At dawn on Tuesday, 15 October, Israeli forces arrested Rawhi Mahmoud al-Kalghasi, 22, 
after they raided his house in al-Saadiya neighborhood in the Old City of Jerusalem.
On the same day, the Israeli police arrested Bilal Mohammed Ali near the Golden Gate 
at Al-Aqsa and arrested the Israeli-Palestinian Moath Mohammadi at the Dome of the 
Rock Mosque at Al-Aqsa after protesting the entry of a Saudi delegation to the Mosque.
On Wednesday, October 16, Israeli forces arrested Yousef Ahmed Erekat, 20, after raiding 
his house in Abu Dis town, east of Jerusalem.
On the same afternoon, the Israeli forces arrested seven Palestinians after they raided 
al-Issawiya and stormed several houses in the town. They arrested Mohammed Mousa 
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Mustafa, 20, Mohammed Zakaria ‘Olayan, 19, Yazan Zakaria’ Olayan, 22, Ahmed Khaled 
Abu Shammala, 21, ‘Abdul Qader Mahmoud Abu Saima, 19, and Qassem Munir Derbas, 
20.
On the same day, the Israeli forces stormed the Al-Aytam Secondary School in the Old 
City of Jerusalem.
According to Samir Jibril, Director of Education in Jerusalem, 11 members of the Israeli 
forces stormed the school, while a large number of students gathered during the incur-
sion, which spread fear and terror in the classes.
Jibril added that targeting the schools of the Old City aims to empty the town of its stu-
dents under the pretext of security and safety, calling on all international bodies to pro-
tect the education system in Jerusalem, and to not deprive Palestinian students from 
education. 
On the same day, the Israeli intelligence arrested Sheikh Ismail Nawahdeh, a preacher 
of Al-Aqsa, while he was traveling to Jerusalem through Qalandia checkpoint and took 
him to the notorious interrogation department known as room No. 4 in the Russian 
Compound on the charge of inciting against the Israeli authorities during the Friday 
sermons. The Israeli forces released Nawahda later on condition of removing him from 
Al-Aqsa for 11 days.
During the same day, the Israeli forces arrested Rami al-Fakhwri at Bab al-Asbat of Al-Aq-
sa and handed him a summon to attend to the Russian Compound.   
The Israeli police arrested Rawah Bedair at the gate of the Russian Compound.
In the same context, the Israeli army forces arrested at noon four Palestinians from in 
front of the Chain Gate, and another young man from inside Al-Aqsa. They arrested Ha-
nadi al-Halawani, Khadija Khuwais, Madeleine Issa and Aida al-Sidawi from the front of 
the Chain Gate and took them to the Russian Compound under the pretext of shouting: 
“God is Great”, in the face of settlers after storming Al-Aqsa and leaving from the Chain 
Gate. They were released on the next day. 
The Israeli forces also attacked a young man at Al-Aqsa and beat him severely before 
taking him to Beit Eliyahu police station and to the Russian Compound detention center 
under the pretext of being at the Golden Gate area and obstructing the settlers’ storm-
ing into the mosque.
On Thursday, October 17, the Israeli forces arrested Rami al-Fakhouri at the Tribs’ Gate, 
while he was going to pray at noon.
In the evening of the same day, the Israeli army raided a wedding party in the town of 
Sur Baher, southeast of Jerusalem, and attacked people there. According to the field 
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follow-up, the Israeli forces stormed the ceremony, and deliberately intimidated partici-
pants, amid clashes with the residents where the Israeli soldiers attacked young people 
there.
On the same day, the Israeli forces arrested Mahmoud al-Sheikh Suleiman, a resident of 
Nazareth, after he was stopped at the Trips Gate.
On the same day, Anas Shloudi was arrested after raiding his house in Aqbat al-Saraya, 
east of Jerusalem.
At dawn on Sunday October 20, the Israeli army arrested three Palestinians after they 
raided, searched and tampered with their houses in Issawiya. They arrested Ashraf ‘Eissa 
Derbas, 22,’ Abdul Rahman Ayman Bashiti, 19, and Louay Ashraf Mahmoud, 22.
In the meantime, the Israeli forces arrested ‘Abdul Rahman Marwan al-Hashlamoun, 16, 
after he raided his house in al-Wadi neighborhood, one of the old city’s neighborhoods 
in Jerusalem.
On the same day, the Israeli forces arrested a child and his mother in Issawiya. According 
to the field follow-up, the Israeli forces stormed Obeid neighborhood in Al-Bustan Street 
from the town and arrested Mohammed Ghaith, 12, while he was in the neighborhood, 
before arresting his mother, who came to check on her child.
On the same day, the Israeli forces arrested Shadi Mohammed Fayez Muheisen, 23, from 
al-’Esawiya village, after searching his vehicle on al-Tur Street in the town.
The Israeli police arrested young man Alaa Najib while he was in front of the Golden Gate 
chapel.
On the same day, the Israeli intelligence officers summoned six young men from Je-
rusalem for questioning as they left Al-Aqsa Mosque through the Remission Gate and 
they were Munir Abdullah al-Basti, 24, Ibrahim Mohammed al-Natsheh, 23, and Moham-
med Yazan Sharif, 21, Ghaith Nasser Ghaith, 27, Laith Nasser Ghaith, 24, Fouad Bassam 
al-Shawish, 31.
On Monday, October 21, the Israeli forces arrested Mohammed Fouad Abu Shousha, 23, 
and his cousin Habib Abu Shousha, 19, from the Golden Gate chapel, after they tried to 
prevent the Israeli policemen’s entry into the mosque by throwing shoes at them. They 
were taken to the Russian Compound and later released on the condition that they will 
be deported from Al-Aqsa for two weeks.
On the same day, the Israeli forces arrested three citizens, including two women, after 
they were beaten while they were at the Chain Gate. They arrested Tariq Mohammed 
Da’our, 23, from Acre, Wa’ed Khalil Abu Kishk, 32, from Jaljuliya, and ‘Aida Mohammed 
al-Sidawi, 59, and later released them on the condition of removal from Al-Aqsa for two 
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weeks.
In the afternoon, the Israeli intelligence also handed over a summons to the youth Louay 
Jaber and Asma Shyoukhi, while they were near the Golden Gate chapel.
On the same day, the Israeli forces arrested Hadi Derbas and Ahmed Abu Roumi after 
assaulting them in Jerusalem.
At dawn on Tuesday, 22 October, the Israeli forces arrested nine Palestinians after storm-
ing their houses in al-Eisawiya, where clashes erupted between the Israeli forces and the 
youths in the streets of the town. They arrested Mohammed Walid Obeid, 21, Moham-
med Zakaria Elayyan, 19, Noureddine Maher Muheisen, 18, Abdul Rahman Thaer Mah-
moud, 19, Ahmad Mujahid Abu Roumi, 19, Hossam Samih Elayyan, 20, Wadih Dawoud 
Elayyan, 20 and Ramez Mohammed Khater, 21.
According to a member of the Follow-Up Committee in al-Issawiya Mohammed Abu 
al-Homs, the clashes continued until after midnight in al-Issawiya, during which large 
special forces, officers, police, undercover and intelligence units were deployed in the 
streets and neighborhoods of the town, especially in the middle of the town near Al-Ar-
ba’een Mosque.
Abu al-Homs added that the army fired live bullets, rubber bullets and sound bombs 
during the clashes, while the youths responded by throwing Molotov cocktails and ex-
plosives.

On Wednesday 23 October, the Israeli forces arrested a Palestinian and his child from 
al-Issawiya. According to the field follow-up, the Israeli forces stormed Issawiya and raid-
ed the house of Nayef Mustafa and arrested him along with his child Mohab, 13, despite 
the fact the child was terrified.
The Israeli forces also arrested 19-year-old Adam Kayed Mahmoud in front of his house 
al-Issawiya. 
On Thursday, October 24, the Israeli army arrested 10-year-old Mohammed Ahmed 
Zeitoun from Bir Ayoub area of Silwan and took him to a detention center in Jerusalem.
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On the same day, the Israeli army imposed house arrest on Mohammed Bassam Obeid, 
22, from al-Issawiya, after he was released and fined 500 shekels ($ 143), following his 22 
October dawn arrest. 
On the same day, the Israeli troops arrested Majd Raafat Tariq al-Issawi, 12, from the cen-
ter of al-Issawiya.
On the same evening, the Israeli forces raided Al-Arba’een mosque. According to the 
field follow-up, a number of heavily armed Israeli soldiers, stormed the mosque with 
their shoes, and searched worshipers, and checked their IDs under the pretext of look-
ing for stone-throwers.
On Sunday, October 27, the Israeli forces arrested eight citizens, including a child, after 
they stormed al-Issawiya and raided and searched several houses. They arrested Anwar 
Sami Obeid, 22, Hamed Shafiq Obeid, 24, Mahmoud Hassan Zomorod, 20, Mohammed 
Khaled Mahmoud, 23, Malek Mahmoud Al-Sheikh, 21, Mohammed Daoud Mahmoud, 16, 
Ismail Mohammed Sinokrot, 19, and Rabah Khader Abu al-Homos, 62.
On the same evening, the Israeli forces arrested Abdul Rahman Marwan al-Hashlamoun, 
16, after they raided his house in al-Wadi neighborhood in the Old City of Jerusalem. The 
child was arrested on 20 October and later released.
The Israeli forces arrested 16-year-old Taha Ra’ed Abu Rayala after they raided his house 
in Issawiya. Several hours later, the Israeli authorities released him on the condition of 
house arrest for five days and prevented him from communicating with his friends and 
using social media outlets.
On the same evening, the Israeli forces stormed Issawiya, and forced shop owners to 
close their shops. According to the field follow-up, an Israeli force stormed the town, 
forced shop owners to shut them down, and searched pedestrians and impeded their 
movement.
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In the evening, the Israeli army imposed a five-day house arrest and a 5,000-shekel ($ 
1,432) fine on Rabah Abu al-Homs and Taha Abu Riala from Issawiya in Jerusalem, after 
releasing them. They were arrested this morning from the town.
On Monday, October 28, the Israeli intelligence summoned the governor of Jerusalem, 
Adnan Adel Tawfiq Ghaith, 45, to interrogate him by phone and ask him to come to the 
Investigative and Detention Center in Jerusalem.
On the same day, Israeli forces arrested Mohammed Jaber Hazeen, 22, and ‘Abd al-Mu’ti’ 
Abdul Majid Abu Sneina, 24, after they raided their homes in Qalandia refugee camp 
and Kafr ‘Aqab, east of Jerusalem.
On Monday evening, the Israeli army arrested Ahmed Adel Qadamani, 16, after raiding 
his family’s home in al-Sawana neighborhood in Jerusalem.
The Israeli forces also arrested Khaled Sabah, the father of Mohammed, who was arrest-
ed after he was injured for trying to attack a soldier in Jerusalem. Munib’s brother was 
also arrested.
On Tuesday, October 29, the Israeli forces arrested the 17-year-old Zaidan Salah al-Abbasi 
from in front of the Rashidiya school, opposite Herod’s Gate. They took the child to Salah 
al-Din Street police station after they beat him.
On the same day, the Israeli police arrested Al-Aqsa Mosque guard Ehab Ahmed Abu 
Ghazaleh, 43, while he was working near the Golden Gate chapel. He was released after 
several hours on the condition of removal from Al-Aqsa for ten days.
On the same evening, the Israeli forces severely beat a group of Palestinian youths, 
smashed the contents of several shops, arresting seven citizens, following a clash be-
tween a young man and Israeli soldiers on al-Wad Street in the Old City of Jerusalem. Ac-
cording to the field follow-up, the Israeli forces stationed in the street, near The Inspec-
tor’s Gate, attacked a group of young men and severely beat them and sprayed them 
with pepper. The soldiers smashed the forefront of the nearby shops and attacked their 
owners. In the meantime, the Israeli forces arrested seven young men after assaulting 
them. The detainees were: Moath Munther Al-Ajlouni, 36, Murad Nazmi Al-Ajlouni, 39, 
Ahmad Asfour, Sa’id Abu Sneineh, Mahmoud Abu Sneineh; Hazem Nouh Al-Qassas, 37, 
Abdul Rahman Mohammed Abu Sneineh, 19.
In the evening, Israeli forces arrested 15-year-old Abdul Rahman Abdullah Da’na after 
raiding his house in al-Issawiya.
On the same day, the Israeli authorities released Khaled Sabbah and his son Munib 
al-Manzili on the condition of house arrest until next Thursday. At the same time, a trial 
session was scheduled for their son, Mohammad, who is detained, on the next Sunday, 
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as he was injured with several bullets the day before in the Old City, under the pretext of 
attempting to carry out a stabbing.
At night, Israeli forces arrested Ahmed Alaa Sweidan, 20, after raiding his house in Silwan.
On the same day, the Israeli intelligence summoned the governor of Jerusalem, Adnan 
Adel Tawfiq Ghaith, 45, for the second consecutive day to interrogate him. He was asked 
to attend to the Russian Compound.
On Wednesday, October 30, the Israeli forces arrested four citizens after raiding their 
homes in Beit Duqqu, northwest of Jerusalem. They arrested Tariq Khalil Hussein, 28, 
Mousa ‘Ali Hussein, 27, Yazan Ibrahim Marar, 32, and Sa’id Mustafa Daoud, 40.
They also arrested two Palestinians, including a child, after storming Silwan village in 
Jerusalem and raiding several houses. They arrested Mohammed Jawad Abu Ramoz, 14, 
and Majdi Abu Tayeh, 32.
The Israeli forces raided ‘Anata village, including the houses of Wajih Nemer Abdul Jawad 
and Eid Mohammed al-Sraya’h, and searched their houses and tampered with their con-
tents.
On the same day, the Israeli intelligence broke into the house of ‘Aida al-Sidawi, 59, who 
was expelled from Al Aqsa Mosque. The house was near Al-Aqsa. Those forces tempered 
with the contents of the house.
On Thursday morning, October 31, the Israeli police arrested one of Al-Aqsa guards, Sa-
mer Qabbani, from the Remission Gate, as he entered Al-Aqsa for his work, and took him 
to an interrogation center in the Old City of Jerusalem. According to the field follow-up, 
Qabbani was under interrogated about the Golden Gate chapel in the Russian Com-
pound and he was later released.
On the same evening, the Israeli forces raided Hanadi al-Halawani’s house in the Wadi 
al-Joz neighborhood of Jerusalem, searched the house and arrested her husband.
According to al-Halawani, the Israeli forces raided her house while she was outside, ter-
rorized her young child Hamza, who was alone, tampered with its contents, confiscated 
cameras and devices from the house and ordered her to attend to a police station for 
investigation.
The Israeli forces arrested her husband from his shop and took him to the Russian Com-
pound to negotiate with him to turn her over.
Hanadi al-Halawani, a teacher at Al-Aqsa, was recently removed from the Chain Gate 
and should be at least 200 meters away from the gate for two months, in addition to 
being removed two weeks from the Al-Aqsa for six months before.
On the same day, the Israeli army arrested three citizens, including two women, one of 
them was a lawyer, during the suppression of a solidarity sit-in with the prisoners, or-
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ganized by a group of citizens in front of the Damascus Gate (Bab al-Amud), one of the 
gates of Old Jerusalem. They arrested Farah Bayadzeh, Omar Khatib and Dana Ruwaidi.

It is clear from the Euro-Med’s follow-up that there is a clear targeting of Al-Aqsa 
guards with arrests and summonses. Issawiya remained subjected for the fourth 
consecutive month to wide-scale raids as a collective punishment and trying to 
tighten the grip on the lives of the Palestinians and push them to think about 
leaving the city. The Israeli forces deliberately carry out the majority of raids on 
houses late at night, or at dawn, while Palestinians are asleep, causing panic 
among them, especially children and women, violating Article 12 of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights, which states that “No one shall be subjected 
to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence.”
These campaigns include intimidation, tampering and deliberate sabotage of 
Palestinians’ property and furniture, indicating that the army’s goal is to haze 
citizens. The raids include a series of violations, most notably: attacks on citizens 
and their property, detention, summonses, house arrests, confiscation of prop-
erties, and fines for arbitrary and punitive purposes.
Minors are not spared from these arrest campaigns. Children have been taken 
from their homes in the darkness, handcuffed without any justification. They 
have been subjected to lengthy interrogations without prior access to a lawyer 
or parents, and without being informed that they are entitled to silence during 
interrogation. They have been held in harsh conditions for days and weeks while 
subjected to abuses, beatings, torture, threats and degrading treatment once 
they are arrested, the investigation and the duration of detention, as well as im-
posing heavy fines on them.
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Fourth: Suppression of Peaceful Gatherings:

The Euro-Med team documented at least three incidents in which the Israeli forces forc-
ibly disbanded peaceful gatherings of Palestinian citizens in Jerusalem.
 
Details:
On Tuesday, October 1, the Israeli forces assaulted participants in a solidarity sit-in in front 
of Hadassah hospital in Jerusalem against the arrest of Samer al-Arbeed, who is being 
treated there in critical condition as a result of torture he suffered during interrogation.

Soldiers assaulted Sumoud Nasser Abu Khudair, 25, and severely beat and handcuffed 
before arresting her. The Israeli forces also arrested Nidal Abboud, 27, who was wound-
ed in the face after being beaten and dragged on the ground. Both of them were re-
leased by a military court the following day on the condition of not participating in the 
demonstrations for a month and a half and paying a 500-shekel bail ($ 143) and signing 
a third-party bail of 5,000 ($ 1,432). During the demonstrations, dozens of activists de-
manded the Israeli authorities to release the prisoner, who was arrested in the middle of 
this month from his house in the city of Ramallah and underwent a military investiga-
tion that caused him to lose consciousness and kidney failure that is threatening his life.
On Saturday, October 26, the Israeli forces arrested a Palestinian, and assaulted partic-
ipants in a demonstration in solidarity with detainees on hunger strike in Israeli jails in 
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downtown Jerusalem.
Witnesses said that the Israeli soldiers attacked participants in the march on Salah al-
Din Street in central Jerusalem, and fired sound bombs and gas canisters at them, and 
arrested a young man after the brutal assault.

On Thursday October 31, the Israeli forces suppressed a solidarity sit-in with the prison-
ers, organized by a group of Palestinians in front of the Damascus Gate, one of the gates 
of Old Jerusalem, during which, the Israeli forces arrested three Palestinians, including 
two women, one of them was a lawyer. They were Farah Bayadzeh, Attorney Omar Khat-
ib and Dana Ruwaidi.
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Fifth: Demolitions of Homes and properties 

As for the demolition of houses and civilian properties, the Euro-Med team documented 
17 demolitions/orders against Palestinians in Jerusalem. The Israeli authorities demol-
ished nine houses, forcing four of them to self-demolish their houses to avoid paying 
heavy fines, in addition to a commercial establishment and four shacks and two ware-
houses, besides notifying the owners of two tents and a warehouse of demolition.
Demolition notifications:
On Wednesday, October 2, the Israeli army bulldozers demolished three houses and four 
shacks belonging to the Obeidat’s family in Jabel Mukaber, southeast of Jerusalem, after 
the Israeli army forces stormed the neighborhood and started to demolish the houses 
without warning, claiming they were built without a license.
Details:
- Ali Obeidat’s house, 85 square meters, consists of two rooms, a balcony, a kitchen and 
a bathroom covered with steel. He lives in the house with his wife. It was built in 1994.
- Moataz Ali Obeidat’s house, 80 square meters, covered with steel. He lives in it with his 
wife and four children, the eldest is nine years old and the youngest is four.
- Walid Jamil Obeidat’s house, 140 square meters, consists of four rooms with a concrete 
floor. It was established in 1992; he lives in it with his wife and five children, the eldest of 
whom is 18 years and the youngest is three.
According to Ali Obeidat, he was surprised when the Israeli army surrounded his house 
from all sides, and they started demolishing shacks for sheep, horses and poultry with-
out warning. The Israeli army bulldozers had demolished his house, which was built in 
1994, without allowing him to get his contents, which had been damaged.
He stated that his house is an old building and he has not received any house demolition 
notifications over the past years.
He reported that Israeli municipality employees had demolished a 500-square-meter 
sheep and horse shack covered with steel built in 1984. They also demolished a small 
home for his son Moataz. 
On Sunday, October 6, the Israeli municipality of Jerusalem forced Mufeed Alqam to 
demolish his house by himself in Beit Hanina, north of Jerusalem, after a 7-year trail. 
The house was built in 2012 and it covers an area of 125 square meters. It consists of four 
rooms, a living room, a kitchen and two bathrooms. In addition, he lives with his wife, 
four boys and daughter, the oldest of whom is 24 years and the youngest is eight years.
According to Alqam, he was forced to demolish his house because of pressure on him 



Holidays: Israel’s pretext to Judaize Al-Aqsa and Jerusalem 26

from the municipal employees as they threatened him with prison and paying heavy 
fines.
He added that the prosecution and threats of Israeli municipal employees turned his life 
into fear over the possible presence of bulldozers and demolish the house at any time, 
pointing out that he had to empty the house three times, after receiving demolition 
notices.
He said he paid to the municipality a construction violation of 40,000 shekels ($ 11,440), 
under the pretext of building without a license. In addition, he paid thousands of shekels 
to the court, engineers and lawyers each time the demolition decision was extended.
On Thursday October 10, the Israeli military authorities notified of the demolition of two 
tents and a warehouse in Badia al-Sawahreh in al-Mentar, east of Jerusalem. 
The spokesman for the sit-in tent Younis Jafar, said that the Israeli forces stormed the 
area and informed of the demolition of the tent that sat up by activists, to address the 
settlement outpost on the territory.
He said that the Israeli forces informed Khaled Mashhour of their intention to demolish 
the tent where he lives with his family. They notified Mohammed al-Hathalin to demol-
ish his warehouse nearby al-Tahadi 2 school in al-Mentar.
On the 25th of September, the Israeli forces demolished a tent of solidarity that was put 
by the residents of al-Sawahreh town and activists against the wall and settlements in 
protest of the establishment of a new settlement outpost on Al-Mentar Mountain in the 
east. In addition, the settlers placed on September 15, several caravans and water pipes 
in the area to establish a settlement outpost.
On Tuesday, October 15, the Israeli army forced Mohammed al-Atrash to demolish parts 
of his house in Wadi al-Homs neighborhood of Sur Baher, southeast of Jerusalem, after 
an Israeli court decision to demolish the house under the pretext of “proximity to the 
security fence”.
Al-Atrash building consists of four floors and a basement. The roof was demolished in 
addition to the floor below, for fear that the Israeli bulldozers would demolish it, and the 
family would bear the cost of the demolition. The court gave al-Atrash a week to de-
molish the four floors. The building is located in Area A and is licensed by the Ministry of 
Local Government.
The Israeli authorities started giving the residents about three years ago demolition or-
ders under the pretext of proximity to the security fence. According to the Israeli authori-
ties’ decisions, the construction is not allowed 250 meters away from the wall for security 
reasons.
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On Tuesday, October 22, the Israeli municipality forced Sultan Bashir to demolish his 
house by himself in Jabal al-Mukabber town, south of Jerusalem, under the pretext of 
building without a permit.
Sultan Bashir said that the Israeli municipality issued a decision four months ago to de-
molish his house. Since then, he has tried to postpone the decision for a longer period, 
but the municipality has given him until the end of Sukkot, otherwise their bulldozers 
will do that and that he will pay the demolition costs covering the crews and machines 
used by the municipality as well as police officers.
Sultan Bashir lived in the house with his eight-member-family, and the house is 50 
square-meters, which is a bedroom and a lounge.
Bashir said that the house was built about a year ago from gypsum, bricks, and the 
steel-and-wood-made roof, to so that he doesn’t pay rent, but the municipality issued a 
demolition decision.
On Wednesday, October 23, the Israeli army demolished the house of Ali Hassan Khalifa, 
who was killed by Israeli forces in Qalandiya refugee camp on the first day of Ramadan 
in early August 2011. The house consists of three floors and is located in al-Quds Street 
near Qalandiya checkpoint, north of Jerusalem, under the pretext of construction with-
out a license.
According to the field follow-up, a large force of the Israeli army stormed the camp and 
evacuated Khalifa’s family from their home. Before the demolition, the Israeli forces 
forced the owners of vehicles in the area to evacuate and prevented the press crews 
from covering the demolition.
On Tuesday, October 29, the Israeli army bulldozers demolished the house of Khaled 
al-Faham in al-Sawana neighborhood, northeast of the Old City of Jerusalem, under the 



Holidays: Israel’s pretext to Judaize Al-Aqsa and Jerusalem 28

pretext of construction without a license. According to Al-Fahham, a large Israeli police 
force surrounded his house and forced him to evacuate to demolish it. Al-Fahham said 
that his house was built in 1966, before the Israeli occupation of Jerusalem, and it is 
about 100 square meters. He lives in this house with his wife and four children, the oldest 
is a 20-year-old and the youngest is seven.
On the same day, Lu’ai Fahmi Obeid demolished his house in Obeid neighborhood in Is-
sawiya, northeast of Jerusalem, in response to the Israeli municipality’s decision to build-
ing without a permit. He said that the municipality employees stormed his under-con-
struction-house in the early morning, and they threatened to demolish the house with 
bulldozers, in exchange for forcing him to pay all costs. As a result, he was forced to 
destroy his house by himself to avoid being fined with tens of thousands of shekels. He 
added that the house is about 130 square meters, whose bases were placed about two 
months ago, and it is still under construction.
In addition, the Israeli municipal bulldozers demolished barns for horses and a contain-
er used as a store in Issawiya. The barns are 400 square meters and the land belongs to 
Ishaq Mustafa Hamdan.
They demolished a commercial facility owned by Louay Mansour Mahmoud which is 
used as a taxi office and a laundry.

The demolitions carried out by the army forces is part of a systematic policy of 
forced displacement of Palestinians in order to change the demographic char-
acter of the occupied city and such actions amount to a war crime. The policy 
of racial discrimination perpetrated by the Israeli army is clear. At the time they 
put restrictions and obstacles that prevent Palestinians from obtaining build-
ing permits, they use the lack of construction licenses as a pretext for escalating 
demolitions. This is one of many pretexts for demolition, including security and 
punitive pretexts, which is ultimately part and parcel of the policy of destroying 
houses in order to displace Palestinians, in return for allowing the establishment 
of hundreds of settlement units and providing support and budgets for this.
According to a report by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA), the Israeli authorities demolished 151 houses in East Jerusalem 
from the beginning of this year till mid-October, compared with 177 homes in 
2018 and 142 homes in 2017.
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The illegal destruction and displacement of civilians in the Palestinian Terri-
tories violate the Fourth Geneva Convention and constitutes a war crime un-
der Article 8, Paragraph 4, of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal 
Court of 17 July 1998, which provides for the definition of the crime of aggres-
sion as “Extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by 
military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly.”

Sixth: Properties Confiscation and Confiscation Decisions

On Monday October 7, the Israeli forces confiscated a water tank in Anata town, east 
of Jerusalem. The mayor of the town, Taha al-Nu’man, said Israeli troops raided an un-
der-construction gas station located at the northeastern entrance to the town of Anata, 
and seized a 100 cubic meters-water-tank. According to al-Nu’man, the tank was owned 
by Palestinian Mazen Diab and was seized on the pretext of not having a permit.
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Seventh: Settlements and Judaization

The Israeli authorities seek to impose a demographic change in the city of Jerusalem, 
employing all its governmental, political, and security arms. On the other hand, the set-
tlers and their settler associations have permissions to control as many properties as 
possible in the city.
This month, the Euro-Med documented two Israeli decisions, a tender for the construc-
tion of a waste reclamation facility and a construction of an underground cemetery.
Details:
On Friday, October 11, the Israeli Ministry of Finance and Environmental Protection pub-
lished the first phase of a tender for the construction of the first waste reclamation fa-
cility in the occupied West Bank, which will be established by the Israeli authorities near 
the settlement of Ma’ale Adumim, which is forcibly built on the lands of Palestinians in 
East Jerusalem. 
According to the Israeli media, the facility will absorb waste, in order to produce electric-
ity by burning it. It also pointed out that the publication of this tender came from a min-
isterial committee on waste treatment facilities headed by Nehemia Kind, a first step 
before the publication of another international plan to finance and establish the facility.
According to a report in the Haaretz newspaper, the financing of the facility will be in 
cooperation between the Israeli government and investors. The cost of the new facility is 
estimated at one billion NIS.
Despite criticism against Israel over the use of occupied West Bank land to treat waste in 
violation of international law, the Israeli government continues to push for such schemes 
in the region.
Work in the facility is likely to commence after six years, part of which will be devoted 
to air pollution prevention. It will also include a classification section that will separate 
waste compounds which are suitable for incineration, while the rest of the waste will be 
recycled if possible or sent to landfills.
On Wednesday October 30, the Israeli authorities opened an underground cemetery in 
Jerusalem, the first of its kind in the world, according to the Hebrew site Kibah.
Haaretz said that the cemetery was established on the outskirts of Jerusalem and 
opened in the presence of the Israeli mayor of Jerusalem, Moshe Lion, and the Minister 
of Religions Yitzhak Vaknin, and the chief rabbis of Israel, and high-ranking personalities. 
The project includes the construction of about 24 thousand tombs at a depth of 50 me-
ters underground. “In the first phase, about 8,000 tombs will be available, at the end of 
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2019, they are expected to be available for burial.”
According to Haaretz, the tunnels are 1600 meter-length, with a width of about 16 me-
ters, and the volume of investment in the project is about 300 million NIS (approximately 
84 million and 510,000 US dollars).
Dr. Jamal Amro, a specialist in the history of Jerusalem and a lecturer at Birzeit University 
said on Thursday that the cemetery opened in the Palestinian territories known as Deir 
Yassin, where the most famous massacres occurred in 1948 and where dozens of bodies 
were buried in order to consolidate control over the land.
The project, which was opened to accommodate 24,000 graves of settlers 50 meters 
underground is an old project that promotes the Judaization of Jerusalem.
He pointed out that this project is gaining support using religious and physical support 
to dig the land without taking into consideration the Palestinian heritage and history, 
and to say that Israel controls both above and underground.
Amro believes that the Israeli authorities will not only stop here, but also seeks to control 
its presence in Jerusalem above and underground especially since many Jews who set-
tle in Jerusalem are religious and plan to bury their bodies there.

The Israeli forces expansion of settlements and the imposition of new facts on 
the underground, and the continuation to expand at the expense of the Pales-
tinian territories, is a continuation of the Israeli army’s policy of seizing Palestin-
ian land, to change its identity and demographic character. The army is escalat-
ing its settlement projects, in a violation of the rules of international law, which 
affirms that the establishment of settlements and the transfer of the population 
of the occupying state to the occupied territory are contrary to international con-
ventions and customs, in particular the Fourth Hague Regulations of 1907, the 
Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, and the Charter of the United Nations of 1945. 
The International Covenants of 1966, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
of 1948 and General Assembly and Security Council resolutions on the illegality 
and dismantling of settlements in the occupied territories. 
The new settlement expansion is also a flagrant violation of Resolution 2334, 
which was overwhelmingly adopted by the UN Security Council on December 
23, 2016, demanding that Israel immediately and completely ceases all settle-
ment activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem. 
The Resolution stressed the illegality of Israel’s establishment of settlements in 
the Palestinian territories occupied in 1967, including East Jerusalem
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Eighth: Assaults and Stormings of Al-Aqsa Mosque

The Israeli army continues its aggression against Al-Aqsa Mosque, imposing restrictions 
on the access of Muslim worshipers, as well as approving Judaization decisions such as 
preventing the renovation of the mosque, while facilitating the storming of settlers, and 
seeking to impose a new reality in the mosque.
During this month, the Euro-Med documented a significant increase in the number of 
invaders at Al-Aqsa, which reached 5,744 as well as thousands of tourists, including large 
numbers of secular Jews, where incursions took place throughout 23 days in the month.
The stormings witnessed a remarkable increase during the Jewish holidays, as the par-
ticipation of 3,690 settlers in the storming of Al-Aqsa was documented during the Suk-
kot holiday, which lasted from Sunday, October 13th, until Monday 21st, through The 
Moroccan Gate, whose keys are controlled by the Israeli authorities since the occupation 
of the city.
The storming usually takes place during two periods: from 7:30 - 11:00 AM – the morning 
period, and 1:30 - 2:30 PM – the afternoon period. Stormings occur every day, except on 
Fridays and Saturdays, under a strict guard of the Israeli special forces, police and intel-
ligence.
The settlers’ incursions start from the Moroccan Gate in the west, towards Al-Musalla 
al-Qibli and Marwani Square, then to the east wall of the Mosque, at the area of the Gold-
en Gate, then along the north wall of the Mosque all the way to the south at the Cotton 
Merchant’s Gate, and end at the Chain Gate.
During the incursions, settlers performed their prayers and religious rituals at Al-Aqsa, 
especially at The Golden and Cotton Merchant’s Gates. One of the settlers introduced 
the Sukkot’s plant/fruits offerings at Al-Aqsa and performed his prayers in the area of 
The Golden Gate. A group performed the Shamai prayer at Al-Aqsa publicly and loudly, 
under the protection of Israeli forces.
During the Sukkot, the Israeli Agriculture Minister, Uri Ariel, the chairman of the Knesset 
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, Avi Dichter, and dozens of ultra-Orthodox rab-
bis were among the invaders.
The Israeli intelligence deliberately chased and photographed worshipers at Al-Aqsa, 
prevented worshipers from sitting in the Golden Gate chapel and gave them summons 
for being there.
In addition, prayers were held at its gates from the outside, and settlers organized a 
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march on Al-Wad Street.
The Israeli forces prevented Palestinians who were removed from Al-Aqsa Mosque from 
gathering at the Chian Gate, and repeatedly attacked them in exchange for securing 
settlers’ incursions and prayers at its gates.
The Euro-Med noted that tens of thousands of Jews participated in the Talmudic rituals 
during the holidays near the Western Wall.
The Euro-Med also monitored an increase in the number of foreign tourists coming to 
Al-Aqsa Mosque during Jewish holidays. Most secular Jews and those who do not wear 
religious clothes enter Al-Aqsa on the pretext of tourism.

The most prominent attacks documented by the Euro-Med:

On Sunday, October 6, two Israeli police officers stormed the Golden Gate chapel on the 
eastern side of Al-Aqsa. Eyewitnesses reported that the two police officers stormed the 
mosque wearing their shoes and toured the place in a provocative manner on the pre-
text of conducting search and without regards to Muslims’ feelings.
On Wednesday morning, October 9, dozens of extremist settlers stormed Al-Aqsa from 
The Moroccan Gate, under heavy protection from the Israeli police, to celebrate the so-
called Yom Kippur.
The Israeli police opened the Moroccans Gate at seven and a half in the morning and de-
ployed its forces and special units in the yards of Al-Aqsa and at its external gates, amid 
tight restrictions imposed on the entry of Palestinians.
The Israeli police have tightened security in the city of Jerusalem, reinforced its military 
presence in the city, and closed many streets and roads, including the western entrance 
to the town of al-Isawiya, which is continuously subjected to acts of abuse by the Israeli 
occupation authorities, disrupting the lives of its residents.
The Islamic Waqf said that more than 70 settlers stormed Al-Aqsa, most of them were 
wearing white Sukkot uniforms, and organized provocative tours in its courtyards, as 
Jewish guides and rabbis held lectures about the Temple.
The Islamic Waqf explained that the Israeli police forced Al-Aqsa guards to stay away 
from the settlers during those raids, pointing out that this storming was marked by rit-
uals and attempts to perform Talmudic prayers in the Mosque.
The Israeli police imposed severe restrictions on the entry of Palestinians to Al-Aqsa and 
checked the identities of young men and women and detained some at the gates.
In a related context, an Israeli police officer stormed the chapel of the Golden Gate wear-
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ing his shoes and began filming worshipers inside.
These Israeli stormings and practices come in light of calls made by the Union of the 
Temple Organizations to carry out large-scale stormings into Al-Aqsa during Jewish hol-
idays.
On Tuesday morning, 8 October hundreds of settlers stormed Al-Aqsa in Jerusalem, amid 
tight measures by the Israeli forces and restrictions on Muslim worshipers’ access to the 
Mosque while celebrating the Yom Kippur. According to the Islamic Waqf, hundreds of 
settlers stormed Al-Aqsa on the eve of the so-called Yom Kippur through the Morrocan 
Gate, under heavy police and Israeli intelligence protection. During the stormings rab-
bis gave lectures about the Jewish Temple. The Israeli police threatened to arrest and 
expel Palestinian citizens if they reach the Golden Gate square. The IDs of worshipers 
were also confiscated at the gates of Al-Aqsa. Invaders included Uri Ariel, the Minister of 
Agriculture in the Israeli government, and the right-wing MP, Yehuda Glick. It is note-
worthy that the organizations and associations of the Temple are calling on the settlers 
to storm Al-Aqsa en masses during Jewish holidays, where the right-wing groups began 
to intensify their calls, affirming and stressing the full coordination with the Israeli police 
to facilitate these intrusions on their websites.
On Wednesday, October 9, the Israeli police stormed the Golden Gate chapel and began 
filming inside.
A group of settlers also performed Talmudic rituals in the chapel of the al-Tankeziyyeh 
school at the Chain Gate.
On Thursday, October 10, the Israeli forces detained a number of young men as they left 
the Golden Gate chapel at Al-Aqsa. Raida As’aid was prevented from entering Al-Aqsa.
On Monday, October 14, the Israeli police issued a decision to evacuate the Golden Gate 
chapel, coinciding with the storming of its courtyards by settlers and Israeli intelligence 
agents. During the storming, the Israeli police arrested and subsequently released five 
Israeli Palestinians.
On Tuesday, October 15, hundreds of settlers stormed Al-Aqsa from the Morrocan Gate, 
under strict protection of the Israeli police, on the second day of the Sukkot.
According to the Islamic Waqf in Jerusalem, about 400 settlers stormed Al-Aqsa in suc-
cessive groups and organized provocative tours in its courtyards with tight security pro-
tection from the Israeli police and intelligence. The Waqf explained that Jewish guides 
gave lectures to the settlers, during the storming, with the performance of Talmudic 
rituals inside the mosque. The Islamic Waqf pointed out that the Israeli police imposed 
severe restrictions on the entry of Palestinians to Al-Aqsa, and checked the IDs of young 
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men and women, and detained some at the gates. During the storming, Israeli police 
arrested Bilal Mohammed Ali, 43, near the Golden Gate chapel, and took him to an inter-
rogation center.
On Thursday, October 17, Israeli police officers stormed the Golden Gate chapel and 
filmed its corners.
On Monday evening, October 28, following the shooting and injury of 16-year-old Mo-
hammed Khaled al-Sabah, near the Inspector’s Gate under the pretext of trying to at-
tack an Israeli soldier, the Israeli forces closed the gates of Al-Aqsa Mosque and evacu-
ated worshipers. They closed several roads leading to the heart of Jerusalem, violently 
assaulted citizens, and arrested four of them, including two children, who were near the 
Inspector’s Gate, and took them to Salah al-Din Street police station. They arrested Jamil 
Khader Haddad, 57, Mohammed Shaheen, 51, Mohammed, 16, and Malek Fadi Matour, 
14.
During this month, the Euro-Med documented attempts by settlers to storm Al-Aqsa to 
extend the duration of storming given to them by the Israeli police. During the day, the 
last group of settlers who stormed Al-Aqsa Mosque deliberately delayed its exit from 
Al-Aqsa until 11:15 AM, as desired by the Temple organizations to extend their stormings, 
decided by the police from 7:30 - 11:30 Am.
The attempt by the Israeli authorities to increase the duration of the stormings is part of 
imposing a periodical partition at Al-Aqsa Mosque as a fait accompli.
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The most prominent stormings:

The following table details the daily stormings of Al-Aqsa in October 2019

Day Date Number

Tuesday 1/10 74 Including forty employees 
of the Israeli army 

Wednesday 2/10 57

Thursday 3/10 188 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Sunday 6/10 121 93  settlers and 95 Jewish 
students participated in 

the incursions

Monday 7/10 120 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Tuesday 8/10 311 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Wednesday 9/10 360 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Thursday 10/10 189 Yom Kippur: 230 last year 
and 160 the year before

Sunday 13/10 87 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Monday 14/10 95 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Tuesday 15/10 507 Performing Talmudic 
rituals
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Wednesday 16/10 953 Second day of Sokkut

Thursday 17/10 1170 Israeli Agriculture Minister 
Uri Ariel presided over 

settler incursions into Al-
Aqsa as well as extremist 

Yehuda Glick.

Sunday 20/10 762 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Monday 21/10 122 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Tuesday 22/10 98 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Wednesday 23/10 61 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Thursday 24/10 62 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Sunday 27/10 45 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Monday 28/10 62 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Tuesday 29/10 40 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Wednesday 30/10 140 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Thursday 31/10 129 Performing Talmudic 
rituals

Total 5744
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It is clear that the army, while imposing restrictions on access of Muslim worship-
ers to the Al-Aqsa, and hinders the restoration and reconstruction of the mosque, 
it facilitates and encourages the storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque by settlers. This 
month, the army continued to close Al-Aqsa Mosque and its gates and prevent 
prayers in an attempt to turn this into a fait accompli, reinforcing the policy and 
deliberate plan followed by the Israeli army to make this a normal and usual act 
preluding to establish a periodical and geographic partition at the mosque. The 
attacks and restrictions of the Israeli army at Al-Aqsa and Jerusalem, come within 
the policy of collective punishment and constitutes a flagrant violation of free-
dom of worship, belief, and freedom to access holy places and worship places, 
and the right to practice religious rites that is guaranteed by all international 
conventions and agreements.
These attacks constitute a clear violation of Article 18 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, which states: “Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or 
belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or 
private”. The same was affirmed in Article 18 of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights.
It also violates UN Resolution 194 of 11 December 1948 based on which a UN Con-
ciliation Commission was established, re-affirming the status of Jerusalem under 
a permanent international control, and included the need to protect the holy 
sites, and religious buildings and sites in Palestine and ensured free access to it 
in accordance with existing rights and historical custom.
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Ninth: Removal from Al-Aqsa Mosque:

The Israeli forces use an arbitrary policy against Palestinians during the settlers’ pres-
ence at Al-Aqsa. The Palestinian existence inside the Mosque during prayer times could 
lead to either removal from Al-Aqsa or arrest, particularly near the Golden Gate where 
Palestinians might be charged with “disturbing public order,” which is obviously consid-
ered an immense charge. During August, the Israeli authorities issued 16 removal orders, 
six of which were against women who are present at the mosque.

Details: 
On Monday, October 7, the Israeli authorities extended the removal duration of Aida 
Sidawi, from the old city of East Jerusalem, to six additional months. The Israeli forces 
arrested Sidawi on July 21 while she was in front of the Gate of Remission, releasing and 
removing her from Al-Aqsa. It is noteworthy that Sidawi has been repeatedly removed 
from Al-Aqsa.  

On the same day, the Israeli authorities handed him a removal order from West Bank 
and occupied Jerusalem decision. Majed Al-Jabaa, from East Jerusalem, got another 
removal order from the city. 
On Friday October 11, the Israeli authorities deported 17-year-old child, Mohammed Mos-
bah Abu Sobah from Al-Aqsa for 15 days after they arrested him from the Gate of Inspec-
tor as he left the mosque.  
On Monday, October 14, the Israeli police removed two young Palestinians from Al-Aqsa 
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for a week. According to a field follow-up, the Israeli police in the Russian Compound po-
lice station handed Rawhi Kolghasi and Imad Abu Snaina removal orders from Al-Aqsa.

They mentioned that the Israeli intelligence informed them that the Israeli Internal Se-
curity Minister will hand them removal orders for some months after the weekend. The 
Israeli forces, however, arrested Rawhi from his house in the Old City in the morning and 
summoned Imad for investigation in the Russian Compound, handing him the order.
On Monday, October 14, the Israeli authorities removed seven citizens from Al-Aqsa and 
its surroundings, including two women for 15 days. According to lawyer Khalid Zabarqa, 
Israeli forces arrested two women and five Palestinians on Monday morning after a Sau-
di delegation’s visit to Al-Aqsa that performed a prayer there. The Israeli forces released 
them hours later then handed them the removal decisions. The citizens are: Montaha 
Amara, Nour Mahameed, Muath Mohamadi, Mohammed Azaam, Khalil Abu Zain Bin 
Saeed, Taha Shawahna, and Mohammed Nizar Hassan. 
At Wednesday’s dawn, on October 16, the Israeli intelligence removed preacher of Al-Aq-
sa, Sheikh Ismail Nawahdah, from Al-Aqsa for 11 days after arresting him from Qalandia 
checkpoint when he was on his way to Jerusalem. He was taken to the investigation 
department known as Room Number 4 at an interrogation and detention center in the 
Russian Compound area in Jerusalem, under the pretext of inciting against the Israeli 
authorities in Friday sermons. 
On Thursday, October 17, the Israeli authorities removed Rami Al-Fakhori from Al-Aqsa 
for a week.
On Monday evening, October 21, the Israeli police released five Palestinians, including 
two women under the condition of being removed from the Old City of Jerusalem for 
two weeks. According to lawyer Khalid Zabareqa, Mohammed Abu Shohaa, Habib Abu 
Shohaa, and Tareq Daour from Acre were removed from the Old City of Jerusalem.

He pointed out that the Israeli authorities has released the two girls, Waed Abu Keshk 
from the city of Jaljulia, and Aida Sidawi, under the condition of being removed from the 
Old City for two weeks, noting that the latter was removed from Al-Aqsa for six months. 
The Israeli forces arrested Habeeb and his cousin, Mohammed Abu Shosha, after they 
prevented Israeli soldiers from stepping on the carpets of the Golden Gate chapel with 
their shoes. They were taken to Qishla police station. Daour, Abu Kishk, and Sidawi were 
arrested while they were near the Gate of Chain in the Old City of Jerusalem after being 
beaten. 
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On Wednesday, October 23, an Israeli court issued a removal order against Hanadi Al-Hel-
wani, Aida Sedawi and Madline Issa. The order prevents them to be 200 meters far from 
the Gate of Chain for two months. Madline Issa told the Euro-Med that Aida Sedawi and 
Hanadi EL-Hilwani were removed from Al-Aqsa and its surrounding for six months, of 
which one month passed. She mentioned that she was removed from Al-Aqsa mosque 
for four months of which two months have passed.
On Tuesday, October 29, the Israeli police removed the guard of Al-Aqsa, Ihab Abu Ghaza-
la, 43, after arresting him earlier on the same day during his work near the Golden Gate 
chapel, east of the mosque in the Old City of Jerusalem, under the pretext of taking pho-
tos of Israeli police officers while storming the chapel. 

The Israeli forces’ policy of removing Palestinians from Al-Aqsa is a violation of 
the right to worship which has been affirmed by international conventions as 
well as an attempt to marginalize Palestinian leaders and Muslim influencers 
and figures that confront the Israeli policy of fait accompli that facilitates the 
repeated Israeli violations and stormings.
The Israeli forces’ continued forcible removal is a violation of international hu-
man rights conventions and a clear violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention, 
which prohibits the transfer and forcible removal of protected persons from the 
occupied territories to any other country. Forced removal is a serious violation of 
the convention and is defined as a war crime against humanity, according to the 
Rome Statute. 
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The Euro-Med believes that, in addition to the forcible removal against the jour-
nalist Kharof, the Israeli forces violate the right to work, freedom of press and 
opinion.

Tenth: Settlers’ Attacks

On Saturday morning, October 5, around twenty-eight settlers stormed the cemetery 
of the Golden Gate adjacent to Al-Aqsa under protection of the Israeli police and per-
formed Talmudic rituals.   

Eleventh: Restricting the Public and Media Freedoms: 

The Israeli forces continue to violate the public freedoms and restrict press freedom in 
Jerusalem.

Details:
On Thursday evening, October 3, a joint Israeli police and intelligence force stormed Al-
Dar hotel in Jerusalem during a seminar entitled “the Cultural Situation in Jerusalem”. 
The Israeli forces arrested participants, took their IDs and handed some of them investi-
gation summons.
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The Israeli intelligence, based on a decision issued by the Israeli police chief in Jerusa-
lem, prevented the seminar organized by the committee, kicked out participants, and 
hang Hebrew and Arabic orders that prevent holding the seminar, allegedly because it 
was organized by Hamas. 
The Israeli forces arrested the deputy director of the Islamic Waqf department in Jerusa-
lem, Sheikh Najeh Bakirat, and the head of the cultural committee at the Staff Club, Aziz 
Al-Assa. The Israeli forces confiscated the camera of the Palestine TV cameraman, Amir 
Abd Raboo, and handed him a summon for investigation. 
On Tuesday October 8, the Israeli forces near the Gate of Remission handed investiga-
tion summons to journalists, Missaa Mahmoud Abu Ghazala, 34, a reporter for Ma’an 
News Agency in Jerusalem, and Sondos Abd El-Rahem Abu Baker Owais, 23, a corre-
spondent of Aljazeera. They were investigated under the pretext of “disturbing public 
order by photographing settlers who stormed Al-Aqsa,” then released.
On Tuesday October 29, the Israeli military authorities handed the governor of Jerusa-
lem, Adnan Adel Ghaith, 45, a decision issued by the Israeli Minister of Internal Secu-
rity that prevented him from holding any meetings in Jerusalem, participating in any 
events, and paying any money to institutions and individuals affected by the Israeli abu-
sive practices against the people of Jerusalem. The Israeli forces have arrested the gov-
ernor of Jerusalem more than 13 times since he took the office and restricted his work by 
banning him from participating in activities inside occupied Jerusalem, including pre-
venting him from entering the West Bank for a total of 12 months, providing him with a 
list of names that he is forbidden to contact. His name was also put in the blacklist in the 
Israeli occupation institutions.

The obtained data shows that Israeli forces restricted the work of the official Pal-
estinian figures in the Occupied City of Jerusalem and prevented any symbol of 
Palestinian sovereignty in order to impose the Israeli control over the city. Re-
strictions over public and press freedoms are among the Israeli violations of pub-
lic freedoms, including racial discrimination against Palestinians holding events 
and meetings while allowing settlers to do so. 
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Twelfth: Siege, Checkpoints and Freedom of Movement:

The Israeli forces continue to impose a suffocating siege over Palestinian towns and 
neighborhoods in Jerusalem, restricting Palestinian access from the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank to the city. The Israeli forces have not allowed Palestinians to enter East Je-
rusalem except for those holding West Bank IDs and men aged 55 and women aged 50 
providing they go through a security check. The Israeli forces require special permits for 
people under these ages. The majority of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip are prevented 
access to Occupied Jerusalem, but very few are infrequently allowed to visit Jerusalem 
after obtaining special permits.
The Israeli forces have set up 13 fixed checkpoints in Jerusalem and dozens of flying 
checkpoints that stop citizens and abuse them. During October, the Euro-Med has reg-
istered more than 87 flying checkpoints in Jerusalem neighborhoods.
From time to time, Israeli forces storm Palestinian neighborhoods, establish check-
points, direct indiscriminate charges, take out vehicle licenses’ temporarily, set up simi-
lar checkpoints in the streets of towns, and close some of the main streets to pedestrians 
and vehicles. 
During Jewish holidays, the Israeli forces closed Al-Nafak and the 300 military check-
points which separate Jerusalem from Bethlehem, as well as al-Jib checkpoints. The 
Israeli forces closed the majority of the entrances of Arab neighborhoods and villages in 
Jerusalem, using iron barriers and huge concrete blocks. They also completely paralyzed 
the transportation of the city during the Jewish holiday.
On Thursday October 15, Israeli forces closed two streets in Silwan, under the pretext of 
the Jewish holidays.        

Travel Bans:
On Monday October 7, the Israeli Minister of Interior, Arieh Deri, issued a decision ban-
ning the travel of activists, Mohammed Shalabi and Amen Shobaki. The decision also 
prevented Khadeja Khwais and Hanadi Halawani from travelling for a month.
The travel ban, however, was issued under the pretext that the travel of the four activists 
“could cause real harm to the security of the state and increase terrorism in Israel,” con-
sidering them as “troublemakers” in the Temple Mount.  



Holidays: Israel’s pretext to Judaize Al-Aqsa and Jerusalem45

Conclusion and Demands:

Field documentation showed the continuous Israeli violations in Jerusalem as Al-Aq-
sa mosque invasions increased during this month, and the number of settlers who 
stormed Al-Aqsa Mosque was more than 5,000. In fact, they were trying to impose new 
facts through their public prayers and religious rituals. The Israeli army also continued 
to demolish houses and civilian buildings and ban the Palestinian Authority activities in 
Jerusalem. 
The Israeli army continued to target Al-Aqsa Mosque by closing its gates and storming 
the Golden Gate chapel at least 6 times during October, while granting settlers access 
to storm the mosque daily, except for Fridays and Saturdays.
The army continued to violate the right of life and physical safety through using exces-
sive power and pressure against the people of Jerusalem, and imposing obstacles that 
make their life more difficult besides increasing arrests and demolition orders within a 
systematic policy to Judaize Jerusalem and change its geographic and demographic 
features.

Therefore, the Euro-Med:

Warns against Israeli plans that seek to impose a temporal and spatial division of 
Al-Aqsa which will lead to a new conflict and violence.

Alarms that the Israeli authorities continue to demolish houses and civilian build-
ings reflects a tendency of a massive displacement of Palestinians and replace-
ment of settles, which violates the rules of the International laws.

Warns against Israeli intentions to Judaize Jerusalem through changing its de-
mographic character, either above or under the ground. An official action by the 
Palestinian Authority and the International Community are required to confront 
such ethnic cleansing actions.  

Urges the United Nations to carry out its responsibilities in preventing Israeli vio-
lations by applying relevant Security Council resolutions. It is time to state opera-
tional mechanisms to stop the Israeli deliberate violation of international law.
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Calls on the International Community to carry out its responsibilities towards Je-
rusalem and its people, considering them as a people living in an occupied ter-
ritory pursuant to the Security Council and General Assembly resolutions. The 
Euro-Med calls on the international community to carry out its responsibilities 
towards Jerusalem according to Resolution 181 issued by the General Assembly of 
the United Nations.

Urges Israel to stop the policy of racial discrimination between Palestinians and 
Israelis when it comes to investigation, prosecution and trial.

Urges the concerned international organizations to intervene to stop the policy of 
forced removals and press freedoms and the right to worship.

Renews its call to the International Community to stop silence against the Israeli 
violations of International Human Rights Law and to go beyond condemnations.
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