Bahrain:
Unfair Convictions
& Arbitrary Executions

The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor
September 2020

Contents
Introduction

4

Nature of the Bahraini judiciary

7

Torture and ill-treatment to extract confessions from detainees

10

Death sentences against torture victims

12

Violations against detainees in prisons

13

Testimonies of detainees sentenced to death

14

Legal background

23

List of Bahraini prisoners sentenced to death

31

Recommendations

32

Introduction

The Kingdom of Bahrain witnessed a series of protests in mid-February 2011
demanding the release of political detainees and achieve political freedoms
and social and economic justice in addition to ending the monarchy system.
The protests began with calls from Bahraini activists on social media on 14
February 2011 to peacefully protest against the status quo in the country.
On the first day of the protests, more than 6,000 people participated in 55
marches at 25 points across the kingdom. Military aircrafts appeared flying
over these areas along with intense presence of the security forces in several
major areas such as the Central business district, shopping malls, Bab Al
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Bahrain and the Pearl Roundabout to prevent the protests from escalation.
A report issued by the Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry on
November 2011 ,23 said that the Bahraini security forces used excessive
force to stop the protests, resulting in the death of 46 people. The report
documented about 560 cases of torture of detainees on the background of
participating in the protests and confirmed the government›s systematic
use of torture and other forms of physical and psychological abuse against
detainees, as well as the existence of many other serious violations of
international human rights law.
Since 2014, the Bahraini state began to tighten its grip and escalate its actions
by dissolving opposition parties and independent media outlets; pursuing
opponents, journalists, human rights defenders and activists and placing
them in prisons. This included pursuing anyone who criticizes domestic or
foreign policy on social media.
Moreover, the Bahraini judiciary, since the start of the popular movement,
issued death sentences against political opponents and civil society activists.
These rulings were issued by the National Safety Courts (which has a military
nature), the military judiciary, and the civil courts, which started to escalate
year after another.
According to the Bahrain Forum for Human Rights, since the beginning of
the protests in 2011, cases of arbitrary detention amounted to about 934,
including more than 140 children. Cases of torture reached more than 790,
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including 33 children and 40 women.
As for judicial rulings, the report monitored the issuance of more than 1,100
political judicial decisions by Bahraini courts, as these rulings included 30
death sentences and 130 life sentences, and the state revoked the nationality
of more than 300 Bahraini citizens.
In this brief report, the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor sheds
light on Bahraini detainees sentenced to death, and the violations that they
are subjected to in prisons that lack the lowest standards of humanity and
healthcare based on the Bahraini national law and the international law.
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The nature of the Bahraini judiciary

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Bahrain of 2002 stipulates in Article 33
Paragraph H that “The King chairs the Higher Judicial Council. The King
appoints judges by Royal Orders upon a proposal from the Higher Judicial
Council”.
This legal system makes the judiciary completely subject to the authority of
the king, and this in turn strips the Bahraini judicial authority off the most
important characteristic, its independence, in addition to harming the
integrity of the judiciary.
Some of the legal texts mentioned in the Kingdom›s constitution, related to
the organization of the judiciary, are formal and not effectively applied. This
includes Articles 106-105-104 of Chapter Four of the constitution.
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Article 104, Paragraph B states that “no authority shall prevail over the
judgment of a judge, and under no circumstances may the course of justice
be interfered with. The law guarantees the independence of the judiciary,
and the law shall lay down the guarantees of judges and the provisions
pertaining to them”.
However, based on the text of Article 33, the independence and integrity of
the judicial authority is completely subject to the authority of the king; this
means that the judiciary does not enjoy any kind of independence.
Article 105, Paragraph B stipulates that military courts have jurisdiction over
the military only. However, this Article has been amended in 2017, where
the amended provision authorizes military courts to have jurisdiction over
the military and civilians, constituting a gross violation of the law.
Paragraph C of the same Article stipulates that “Court hearings shall be held
in the public expect in exceptional cases prescribed by law.” As a matter of
fact, this law has not been applied in a plenty of trails over expression and
opinion including those made for activists and politicians. Not only this, but
they were held in secret.
Article 106, however, stipulates that “a Constitutional Court shall be
established, and shall comprise of a President and six members, all of
whom are appointed by a Royal Order for a period specified by the law. The
court’s area of competence is to watch over the constitutionality of laws
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and statutes.” This Article gives the King the authority over establishing The
Constitutional Court and appointing its judges, who, therefore, will submit
for the king.

All this has led the judicial authority to impose arbitrary
sentences against the Bahraini activists. It is worth mentioning
that the judicial authority is subject to the King’s authority,
which is made crystal clear by the increasing the number of
execution decisions against activists without having a fair trial
guarantees in line with national and international laws.
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Torture and ill-treatment to extract
confessions from the detainees

The Bahraini authorities adopt an organized policy against jailed detainees.
These jails do not meet the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of
Prisoners, therefore, providing a fertile ground for torture and ill-treatment
to extract confessions from detainees to impose arbitrary sentences against
them including execution or life Imprisonment.
There are 21 prisons in Bahrain, four of which are major prisons: Al Qarin
Prison run by the kingdom’s Defense Forces. In addition to other three
prisons run by the Interior Ministry: the Hidd Prison, the Jaw Prison, and the
Issa’s City Prison for women.
10
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A study conducted by the Bahrain Center for Human Rights in April 2020,
covering the period from 2011 and 2020, noted the intentional ill-treatment
against detainees to extract confessions from them resulting in the death of
74 Bahraini political detainees, with 52 more suffering from various diseases,
the suffering of 13 prisoners from incurable diseases such as cancer, and 17
detainees suffering from chronic diseases such as diabetes.
The inhumane ill-treatment against detainees involves depriving them of
health care, procrastinating treatment delivery to those who suffer from
acute diseases. The authorities do not allow surgeries for detainees nor
do they provide respirators for those who suffer from asthma and chest
infections.
Regarding torture, the authorities adopted several techniques to cause
psychological and physical damage to detainees, some of whom are held
in solitary confinement for more than 23 hours a day, as the authorities have
built more barriers and inflected more torture on them.
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Death sentences against torture victims
In January 2017, activists and torture victims Sami Mushaima, Ali AlSinkace, and Abbas Al-Sami, had been executed by the Bahraini authorities.
Prior to their execution, the three victims stated that they were tortured,
stripped naked, brutally beaten, and electrocuted to extract confessions,
incriminating them on charges of carrying out killings.
Five months later, the Criminal Court issued two death sentences against
Sayyid Ahmad Al-Abbar and Hussain Ali Muhammad, who were torture
victims to. Prior to their execution, both victims stated they were subject to
various forms of torture such as beatings, sexual harassment, and solitary
confinement. Similarly, the reason behind this was to force them to confess
under torture, and that what actually happened.
Likewise, Ali Al-Arab and Ahmed Al-Mullali, who were sentenced to death in
July 27th 2019 stated, prior to their execution, that they were subjected to
various forms of torture, including electrocution and pulling off fingernails
by security officers.

In light of the above, Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor
expresses its concern for the lives of those who were sentenced
to death in case the king of Bahrain ratifies these decisions,
especially after they stated that they were subjected to various
forms of torture—just like those who were executed.
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Some statements by detainees
sentenced-to-death
Euro-Med Monitor attained some statements by sentenced-to-death
detainees, who stated that they were subjected to various forms of torture
to make confessions. Bahraini courts will use these confessions against the
detainees to charge them to death.

“On November 2nd, 2017 I was arrested

on

charges of killing security forces members,
and I was detained for 55 days in the solitary
confinement. During my detention, I was
subjected to various forms of torture and illtreatment,

including

electrocution,

sexual

harassment, stripping, and severe beating. A
group of officers attacked my wife, beat her while she was home, and
threatened her with rape, to put much pressure on me to sign confessions
pre-prepared by the security authorities,” said the 40-year old, Zuhair
Ibrahim Jassim Abdullah, a father of five.
He added: “After 13 days of detention and torture and inhumane treatment,
I signed a forced confession, including a group of charges assumed to be
committed during 2012 to 2017. These confessions are joining terrorist
groups, involvement in killing security forces, and making explosives.
Based on these confessions, which were extracted under torture, I was
sentenced to death.”
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In an interview with the family of Syed Ahmed
Fouad Abbas Alabbar, 24 years old, who was
sentenced to death, the family said: “On March
2016 ,24, Syed was detained in the main street of
Karranah after a year of haunting.”
Prior to his arrest, security authorities raided
his house three times without a search warrant
at 3 o’clock in the morning, knocking loudly on the door to scare those
inside. Then, they opened the door from outside and forcefully entered
the house without the permission of those inside without any regard for
the privacy of its residents.
After detention, he was directly transferred to the Criminal Investigative
Center, where he was subjected to investigation along with physical and
psychological torture, including electrocution of sensitive body parts, the
deprivation of sleep, food, and drink for a long time, and severe beating,
especially on his left ear, which now needs treatment. In addition, he was
deprived of his right to have a lawyer during investigation. Soon after,
had a phone call with his family a few hours later after his detention,
but they threatened him to increase torture if he would tell his family
anything about it. He was kept handcuffed for a long time, was put in
a solitary confinement, and was forced to signed papers of confessions
without even knowing their content.
During the first visit his family paid him, he told them about the torture
he was subjected to during the investigation, and the harm inflicted
on his left ear. As a result, the family made a complaint to the General
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Secretariat of Complaints. Specifically, he stated that he was subjected
to ill-treatment when he was transferred to prison as they shaved his hair
and severely beat him over the head for no reason.
Once he had a court appearance and he needed to go to the toilet but
was not allowed to at first. Then, he was allowed to go with an officer,
who severely beat him there for no reason. It is worth mentioning that
it takes more than six hours to make it to the court from prison, during
which using the toilet is not allowed. Therefore, he made a complaint to
the General Secretariat of Complaints about the two incidents, which
had been investigated.
After a year of detention, he was transferred from the Hidd Prison to the
Jaw Prison, where he suffered from bone and tooth weakness, and his
hair started falling down due to the prison’s poor health conditions. The
doctor prescribed him some medicine and hair oil that his family was
allowed to bring in. However, the doctor did not prescribe him teeth
painkillers, so his family was not allowed to bring it in.
During the period of his trial, Syed was deprived of his right to have a
lawyer and see his family during court hearings. On 21st of May 2018, the
Supreme Court ended all levels of litigation in Syed’s case by issuing him
a death sentence as a final judgement, in which the implementation
requires only the signature of the king.
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Euro-Med

Monitor

conducted an interview
with the families of the
two

detainees,

old

Hussein

34-year-

Ali

Musa

Hassan and 38-year-old
Muhammad

Ramadan

Issa. In the interview, both families stated “On 18th February, 2014,
Muhammad was arrested in his workplace. After security non-transparent
checks, he was arrested on charges of killing a security member in a
bombing in Al Dair. Three days later, Hussein was arrested for the same
reason.”
Both of them were transferred to the Criminal Investigation Center, where
they were subjected to various forms of torture, including electrocution,
sexual harassment, beating on sensitive body parts, deprivation of sleep,
and were forced to stand for days, deprived of food and drink for a long
time. They were not allowed to have a lawyer during investigation.
Muhammad Issa told the investigators that he had back problems, so
they severely beat him on the back to extract specific confessions that
Muhammad refused to sign. Hussein, on the other hand, signed these
confessions under brutal torture that resulted in his inability to talk,
where both were convicted because the confessions said: “Muhammad
gave the bomb to Hussein to blow it up. After a month of detention, they
were transferred to the Jaw Prison.
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Later, detainees were not allowed to see their families during the trial
and only after the end of each trial.
On the 29th of December 2014, the Criminal Court issued a death sentence
against detainees based on confessions of wrongdoing they never
committed and based on statements of some police officers. Detainees
stated that such confessions were extracted from them under torture.
On the 13th of July 2020, the Supreme Court issued a death sentence as
a final judgement without appeal against him.
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In another statement, 35-year-old detainee,
Salman Issa Ali Salman, stated: “On 27th
December, 2014, security forces arrested me
without an arrest warrant. They raided my house,
severely beat me, and took me handcuffed. I
was accused of killing the Pakistani officer
in Al Eker.”
“During my detention,” he added, “I was subjected to various forms of
torture, including, electrocution, sexual harassment, beating on the
mouth, breaking my teeth, nose, and piercing my ear. Also, they deprived
me of my right of seeing my family for more than two months as well
as depriving me of meeting a lawyer. Further, they forced me to sign
confessions they extracted under torture. Authorities have deprived me
of justice and due legal process, resulting in a death sentence issued
against me on 4th June, 2018.”
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In another statement, 28-year-old detainee,
Mohammed Radhi Abdullah Hassan, stated
“In August 2015, I was arrested on charges of
bombing a police bus in Al Qaryah. Then I was
detained in the Criminal Investigation Building,
where I was subject to enforced disappearance
for more than 43 days, during which I was
subjected to various forms of torture, including, electrocution, severe
beating on sensitive body parts, and beating on the nose and the mouth.”
“On 25th February, 2019, the final death sentenced was issued against
me,” he added.

In another statement, 24-year-old detainee,
Hussein Ali Mahdi Jassim, stated “In April, 2016,
I was arrested and accused of killing an officer
in Karbabad. Then, I was detained at the Jaw
Prison in Building One (A solitary confinement
building). During my detention in solitary
confinement, I was subjected to torture and
threatened of death and rape. I was tired without any fair trail guarantees,
and I was not allowed to meet my lawyer until the second court hearing.”
He added “On 21st May, 2018, the Forth Criminal Court issued a death
sentence against me based on a charge I never committed, which was
killing the Pakistani officer. The sentence was a final judgment and only
requires the king to ratify it.”
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In an interview with the family of Musa Abdullah
Musa Jaafar, a 26-year-old sentenced-to-death,
the family stated “On the 26th of April, 2016,
Musa was arrested in the main street in his
neighborhood, Karranah. He had been chased
for four years and a half, during which security
forces raided his house dozens of times, looking for him.
The Bahraini Intelligence Service has detected Musa’s location and told
the security forces, where they arrested him and severely beat him.
He was secretly abducted in the Criminal Investigation Center for four
days. During investigation, he was subjected to various forms of torture,
including beating and electrocution to extract confessions regarding
accusations against him. By using torture, they want him to admit that
others are responsible for incidents the authorities accused them of. It is
worth mentioning that the authorities were never sure if that was Musa
or not. He was kept for seven days in the Criminal Investigation Center,
during which he was confined to a two-meter space.
After interrogation, Musa was directly transferred to the Jaw Prison.
He was tried alongside six others who were accused of the same charge.
The Public Prosecution deprived him of his right to have a lawyer. In 2018,
he was tried in the Criminal Court, where he was sentenced to death.
On 1st January, 2019, he was transferred handcuffed and foot cuffed to
the solitary confinement building and was kept there for three weeks.
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On June 2019 ,3, death sentence was issued against him as a final
judgement, and until today he is still kept in the solitary confinement
building.
Regarding his health, Musa suffers from an eye disease since April 2019,
causing him extreme pain in the head. However, the prison administration
did not respond to his calls for treatment. We called SecretariatGeneral and issued a complaint regarding this issue. Therefore, two
specialized-doctor appointments were scheduled for him, but the prison
officer in charge did not allow him to go to the appointments, which
further damaged his eyes.
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Legal Background
The Bahraini authorities have been committing numerous violations against
detainees, especially those who were sentenced to death, without having
the ability to exercise their guaranteed rights in the judiciary. Not only this,
they were subjected to various forms of torture, which constitute a gross
violation relevant international covenants.
This brief report represents the legal provisions in the Bahraini Penal Code,
which legislated the death penalty in more than one provision. The Penal
Code included numerous provisions, allowing the application of the death
penalty. Also, the report will showcase the International Covenants, which
prohibited the death penalty under any circumstances.

First: The Bahraini law
The Bahraini Penal Code enacted the death penalty more than once
against all international charters and agreements that were contrary to this
punishment and prohibited it without any exception. We mention some of
these legal texts as follows:
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Article

Text

Capital punishment shall be inflicted upon any person who

112

deliberately commits an act having the consequence of affecting
the country›s independence, unity or territorial integrity.

A prison sentence of no more than 10 years shall be inflicted
upon any person who sets a fire that may expose people›s lives or
movable or immovable property to danger, even though he may
be the owner thereof.
Setting fire to a public building or a public amenity, an inhabited

277

building or one that is intended for occupation, or a public transport
vehicle, ammunition, weapons, explosives, fuel, mines, pipelines
or oil wells shall be considered as an aggravating circumstance.
The penalty shall be a prison sentence if the fire results in a
permanent disability. The penalty shall be a death sentence or life
imprisonment if the fire causes the death of a person.

The death penalty shall be inflicted upon any person who uses
explosives in committing the crime provided for in Article 148
or commits an act of arson against buildings or establishments

279

intended for the use of the public or designed as government
departments or against one of the agencies mentioned in Article
107 or intended for public meetings or such other buildings or
places normally frequented by members of the public.
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Any person who willfully murders another person shall be liable
for life or term imprisonment.
The punishment shall be the death sentence if murder takes
place in cold blood, deliberately or accompanied by or related to

333

another crime, or if it is committed against one of the perpetrator›s
close relatives or a public servant or an officer entrusted with a
public service during, by reason or because of his discharge of
his duties or services or if a poisonous or explosive material is
used.
Life imprisonment shall be the penalty for any person who
assaults a woman without her consent.

344

The penalty shall be a death sentence or life imprisonment if the
victim is less than sixteen years of age. The non-consent of the
victim shall be presumed if she is less than fourteen years of age.
Theft shall be punishable by imprisonment if committed with the
use of force or under the threat of using a weapon whether with
the intention of obtaining the property, keeping it or departing

376

therewith.
The penalty shall be life or term imprisonment if the use of force
causes injuries.
Where the use of force results in the death of a person the
punishment shall be the death penalty or life imprisonment.
if one of the crimes set forth in the preceding Articles is
committed at night or with the use of violence against persons,
or if the offender carries a weapon, or if the offender seizes the

414

opportunity of the occurrence of civil disturbance, dissension or
a disaster for committing the, crime, this shall be deemed as an
aggravating circumstance.
The punishment shall be a death or life sentence if the crime
results in the death of a person
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As for torture inside prisons, the Bahraini Penal Code prohibits torture in
Articles 208 and 232, as follows:
Article

Text

A prison sentence shall be the penalty for every civil servant or
officer entrusted with a public service who uses torture, force
or threat , either personally or through a third party, against an

208

accused person, witness or expert to force him to admit having
committed a crime or give statements or information in respect
thereof.
The penalty shall be life imprisonment should the use of torture
or force lead to death

A prison sentence shall be the penalty for any person who uses
torture, force or threatens to use them, either personally or through
a third party, against an accused person, witness or expert to
make him admit the commission of a crime or to give statements

232

or information in respect thereof.
The punishment shall be imprisonment for at least six months if
the torture or use of force results in harming the safety of the body.
The punishment shall be imprisonment if the use of force or
torture leads to death.
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As for the standards that must be met in prisons, Article 19 of the Kingdom›s
Constitution of 2002 stipulates that “No detention or imprisonment shall be
imposed in places other than those specified in prison laws. In these places
health and social welfare shall be observed, and they shall be subject to the
supervision of the judicial authorities”.

Second: International Law
Numerous international agreements and covenants came to prohibit the
death penalty and torture and required the availability of standards of health
care and human life in prisons. The following are some international texts
related to these violations:
Treaty

Protocol

No.

Convention

13
for

Article

to

the
the

The

Protection of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms,
concerning

the

Text

1

abolition

death

abolished.

penalty
No

one

shall

be

shall

be

condemned to such penalty or
executed.

of the death penalty in all
circumstances

No one shall be subjected to
torture
International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights

or

7

or

to

degrading

cruel,

inhuman

treatment

or

punishment. In particular, no one
shall be subjected without his free
consent to medical or scientific
experimentation.
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1. Everyone has the right to liberty
and security of person. No one shall
be

subjected

to

arbitrary

arrest

or

detention. No one shall be deprived of
his liberty except on such grounds and in
accordance with such procedure as are
established by law.
2. Anyone who is arrested shall be
informed, at the time of arrest, of the
reasons for his arrest and shall be promptly
informed of any charges against him.
3. Anyone arrested or detained on a
criminal charge shall be brought promptly
before a judge or other officer authorized
by law to exercise judicial power and shall
be entitled to trial within a reasonable

International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights

time or to release. It shall not be the

9

general rule that persons awaiting trial
shall be detained in custody, but release
may be subject to guarantees to appear
for trial, at any other stage of the judicial
proceedings, and, should occasion arise,
for execution of the judgement.

4. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty
by arrest or detention shall be entitled to
take proceedings before a court, in order
that that court may decide without delay
on the lawfulness of his detention and
order his release if the detention is not
lawful.
5. Anyone who has been the victim of
unlawful arrest or detention shall have an
enforceable right to compensation.
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1. Each State Party shall ensure that all
acts of torture are offences under its
criminal law. The same shall apply to
an attempt to commit torture and to

4

an act by any person which constitutes
complicity or participation in torture.
2. Each State Party shall make these
offences punishable by appropriate
penalties which take into account
their grave nature.
Each State Party shall ensure that any
individual who alleges he has been
subjected to torture in any territory
under its jurisdiction has the right

The

Convention

Torture
Inhuman

and
or

Other

to complain to, and to have his case

against
Cruel,

13

Degrading

promptly and impartially examined
by, its competent authorities. Steps
shall be taken to ensure that the

Treatment or Punishment

complainant

and

witnesses

are

protected against all ill-treatment or
intimidation as a consequence of his
complaint or any evidence given.
1. Each State Party shall undertake
to prevent in any territory under
its jurisdiction other acts of cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment which do not amount to

16

torture as defined in article I, when
such acts are committed by or at the
instigation of or with the consent
or acquiescence of a public official
or other person acting in an official
capacity…
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In conclusion, Euro-Med Monitor believes that as long as
the Kingdom of Bahrain signed the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment in 1998, and this convention prohibits all
judicial rulings issued based on confessions extracted
under torture, all the death sentences issued by the Bahraini
judiciary are null.
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List of Bahraini prisoners sentenced to death
Degree

No.

Name

of last
judgment

The date of the

The stage of

last judgment

case file

1

Mohammed Radhi Abdullah Hassan

Final

2019/25/02

Pending the Kings’
ratification

2

Salman Issa Ali Salman

Final

2018/04/06

Pending the Kings’
ratification

3

Hussein Ali Mahdi Jassim

Final

2018/21/05

Pending the Kings’
ratification

4

Syed Ahmed Fouad Abbas Alabbar

Final

2018/21/05

Pending the Kings’
ratification

5

Hussein Ibrahim Ali Hussein Marzouq

Final

2018/02/26

Pending the Kings’
ratification

6

Maher Abbas Al-Khabaz

Final

2017/02/29

Pending the Kings’
ratification

7

Musa Abdullah Musa Jaafar

Final

2019/03/06

Pending the Kings’
ratification

8

Muhammad Ramadan Issa Ali

Final

2020/13/07

Pending the Kings’
ratification

9

Hussein Ali Musa Hassan

Final

2020/13/07

Pending the Kings’
ratification

10

Hussein Abdullah is mortgaged

Final

2018/11/12

Pending the Kings’
ratification

11

Hussein Abdullah Khalil Rashid

Final

2020/15/06

Pending the Kings’
ratification

12

Zuhair Ibrahim Jassim Abdullah

Final

2020/15/06

Pending the Kings’
ratification
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Recommendations
Based on the contents of this brief report, the Euro-Mediterranean Human
Rights Monitor recommends the following:
11. The King of Bahrain should not ratify all death sentences issued against
the detained activists, since these sentences were issued based on
confessions extracted under torture.
22. The Bahraini authorities should abolish the death penalty, as it is a cruel
punishment that eliminates the human right to life, and it is one of the
basic rights guaranteed in national and international laws alike.
33. The Bahraini authorities should immediately stop using torture to extract
confessions or using it as a tool to avenge opponents.
44. The United Nations Special Rapporteur on torture must be allowed to
visit Bahrain on an urgent basis and enable him to meet with detainees
to examine their conditions and monitor conditions inside prisons.
55. Holding accountable all those responsible for violating the rights of
detainees, not granting them guarantees of a fair trial, and torturing
them.
66. The Bahraini authorities must adhere to the Standard Minimum Rules
for the Treatment of Prisoners, especially those relating to medical care.
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