
 

Subject: Protesting the PA's Cybercrime Law and Banning of 59 Websites 

UN Human Rights Council 
Palais Wilson 52 rue des Pâquis 
CH-1201 Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel. +41229179220 

Mr. David Kaye, UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of 
the right to freedom of opinion and expression 

24 October 2019 
Dear Mr. Kaye, 
 

The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor (a Geneva-based 
organization), is seriously concerned with the Palestinian Authority’s latest 
measures that suppress freedom of speech and turn public discourse into an echo 
chamber. 

As you know, the PA banned 59 online news websites last week, based on article 
39 of the controversial cybercrime law, instated by the PA in 2018, which allows 
the attorney general to flag any online outlets that endanger national security, 
general order and norms. The 59 websites in question were found to be critical of 
the PA president Mahmoud Abbas. 

This only adds on to an earlier precedent from 2017, where the PA blocked access 
to about 30 websites critical of its policies and leadership, and indicted several 
journalists, some of whom are still being trailed until today. 

Unfortunately, the elusive and vague language of the cybercrime law enables the 
PA to take arbitrary actions against critical voices, press serious charges against 
them and issue harsh and disproportionate sentences to muzzle opposition. 

The Euromed Monitor would like to emphasize that this dangerous step seriously 
violates digital rights and the freedom of speech and expression in the Palestinian 
territories. It sets an alarming precedent on the assault on free press and 
crackdown on dissent. 

The urgency for the PA to take immediate countermeasures to ensure freedom of 
speech cannot be overemphasized. The Euromed Monitor asserts that the PA should 
immediately unblock access to all banned websites and end trials of journalists 
indicted for expressing opinions critical of the PA. 

The PA should also repeal the cybercrime law, or at least revise it thoroughly to 
stand in clear accordance with the international law and human rights. 



 

Additionally, the PA should renew its legitimacy by holding general parliamentary 
and presidential elections to ensure accountability through the electoral incentive 
and reinstate a general order in which the judiciary, legislative and executive 
authorities are separate, impartial and accountable to the Palestinian people. 

Therefore, the EuroMed Monitor calls on you as UN Special Rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression to 
directly raise the controversies emanating from the cybercrime law to the PA, and 
demand immediate clear action from the PA to show genuine compliance with and 
ratification of relevant international conventions signed by PA, including the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

Please accept the assurances of our highest consideration. 

Kindest Regards,  
 
 
 
 
Muhammad Shehada 
Europe Regional Manager 
mshehada@euromedmonitor.org 
 
 


