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Summery
The Israeli authorities escalated their human rights violations in Jerusalem in 

December 2019 supported by a decision from the highest Israeli political level, 

American support, and international silence.

Euro-Med Monitor team monitored during this month 16 types of human 

rights violations committed by Israeli forces in Jerusalem city with a total of 

495 violations. The majority of these violations are complex. Incursions and 

raids constitute the highest percentage of these violations with %30.1, followed 

by arrests, %23.2, and freedom of movement, %11.3. The rates of these violations 

are the highest as they occur on daily basis. However, other violations are still 

dangerous in their effects and the extent they violate the rules of international 

law and international humanitarian law. For instance, homes demolition orders 

against eight residential buildings and a number of establishments were the 

most significant violations as well as settler attacks that included damaging 

the tires of nearly 200 cars.

The Israeli army carried out 23 shootings and direct assaults in neighborhoods 

of Jerusalem, which resulted in many suffocation injuries due to tear gas as 

well as bruises as a result of beating.

This month witnessed a major escalation in incursions and raids carried out 

by the Israeli forces into Jerusalem. One hundred and forty-nine raids were 

carried out, 115 Palestinians were arrested, including 27 children, 12 women, 

24 people were summoned, and at 13 others were placed under house arrest 

while imposing heavy fines on them, including children.
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These violations conclude a harsh year that witnessed more than 1,950 arrests, 

500 of them were children.

Euro-Med Monitor team monitored 42 cases of demolition and distribution 

of demolition orders for homes and properties in Jerusalem. As a result, 

eight homes were demolished, the owners of three of which were forced 

to self-demolish their properties, to avoid paying heavy fines, which led to 

the displacement of dozens of Palestinians. In addition, four facilities were 

demolished while 30 other facilities were notified of demolition.

Based on the available data, demolitions carried out by the Israeli authorities 

in East Jerusalem witnessed an increase in 2019, reaching 201 compared to 177 

homes throughout 2018 and 142 homes throughout 2017.

Demolitions carried out by the army forces are part of a systematic policy to 

forcibly displace Palestinians, with the aim of changing the demographic 

character of the city. Such actions amount to war crimes. The policy of racial 

discrimination perpetrated by the Israeli army is clear: while it imposes 

restrictions and obstacles that prevent Palestinians from obtaining building 

permits, it uses lack of license as an excuse to carry out demolitions, and it is one 

of many pretexts for demolition, including security and punitive pretexts, and 

others. On the other hand, the Israeli authorities allow establishing settlement 

projects on a large scale.

This report examines Israeli authorities’ establishment of a railway linking 

Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, the launch of a special lighthouse on Hanukkah near 

the Gate of the Tribes (Bab Al-Asbat), and the establishment of a biblical 

museum in Silwan in Jerusalem.
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During December 2019, settlers stormed Al-Aqsa Mosque throughout 23 

days of the month. The number of settlers who participated in the storming 

significantly increased compared to last month, which reached 2,826, because 

of Hanukkah, a Jewish holiday that started on December 23 and lasted until 

December 30. This brings the number of settlers who stormed Al-Aqsa Mosque 

during 2019 to 29,610. Thousands of settlers participated in the storming under 

the guise of “foreign tourists”, with a full coordination with the Israeli authorities.

The Israeli military authorities issued eight removal orders from Al-Aqsa 

Mosque, Jerusalem. This policy aims to remove active and influential Palestinian 

personalities from the city to limit the Palestinian presence there.

Settlers carried our four direct assaults in the city this month, which included 

damaging car tires and writing racist slogans on the walls.

The Israeli authorities arrested four journalists as part of their policy of preventing 

Palestine TV from working in Jerusalem.

The Israeli army erected 13 permanent checkpoints and dozens of remote 

checkpoints in Jerusalem that aim to stop and search Palestinians as they pass 

through, abusing them. This month, Euro-Med Monitor documented more 

than 43 remote checkpoints in the city.

The full text of the report:
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First: General Indicators of the Israeli Army 
Violations in Jerusalem:

Violation Number Percentage

Beatings 30 6.1

Shootings 23 4.6

Raids 149 30.1

Arrests 115 23.2

Cracking Down on Peaceful Assemblies 1 0.2

Summons 24 4.8

House Arrests 13 2.6

Removals 8 1.6

Demolitions 12 2.4

Demolition Notifications 30 6.1

Confiscating Properties 1 0.2

Settlement Construction Decisions 3 0.6

Stormings of Al-Aqsa Mosque 23 4.6

Settlers Assaults 4 0.8

Restricting Freedoms 3 0.6

Checkpoints and Freedom of Movement 56 11.3

Total 495 100.0
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Data form the above table shows that the Israeli authorities have committed 

16 types of human rights violations in Jerusalem, with a total of 495 violations. 

The majority of these violations were complex. Incursions and raids constitute 

the highest percentage of these violations, with %30.1, followed by arrests, 

%23.2, and violations of freedom of movement, %11.3. These violations’ rates 

are the highest because they occur on daily basis. However, other violations 

are still dangerous in their effects and the extent they violate international law 

and international humanitarian law. For instance, homes demolition orders 

targeting eight residential buildings and a number of establishments were 

the most significant as well as settler attacks that included damaging the tires 

of nearly 200 cars.

The Israeli army carried out 23 shootings and direct assaults in the 

neighborhoods of Jerusalem, which resulted in many suffocation injuries 

due to tear gas as well as bruises as a result of beating.

Details:

On Monday, 2 December, the Israeli forces fired sound and gas bombs as 

they stormed Obaid neighborhood in al-Issawiya town northeast Jerusalem, 

without causing any injuries.

On Wednesday evening, 4 December, the Israeli forces fired rubber-coated 

metal bullets and sound and gas bombs as they stormed the Batn al-Hawa 

Second: Shootings and Violations of the 
Right to Physical Integrity:
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neighborhood of Silwan, amid clashes with youths, without any injuries being 

reported.

On Sunday evening, December 8, a group of Israeli soldiers attacked a child 

near Damascus Gate (Bab Al-Amoud). A video clip showed a group of soldiers 

surrounding unidentified child. One of them put his arm around his neck and 

pushed him, then the other soldiers beat him before arresting him. At the same 

time, a number of young men tried to intervene to save him, but the soldiers 

managed to drive them away.

On Thursday, December 12, the Israeli forces raided Abu Dis, southeast of 

Jerusalem, while firing teargas bombs. During the incursion, they raided and 

searched the homes of brothers, Jamal and Talal Dandan, and tampered with 

their contents.

On Friday, December 20, the Israeli army fired sound and teargas bombs as 

they stormed al-Ram town, north of Jerusalem, without causing any injuries 

or arrests.

On Monday, December 23, the Israel forces fired sound and gas bombs as 

they stormed al-Issawiya. Eyewitnesses reported that the Israeli police patrols 

raided al-Dari neighborhoods and schools in al-Issawiya, and chased a number 

of youths, amid a random firing of tear gas canisters at houses.

On the evening of Monday, December 30, Adam Abu Rumoz, 17, was severely 

beaten by the Israeli army, before arresting him, while he was bleeding, after 

they stormed the Batn al-Hawa neighborhood in Silwan, Jerusalem. The Israeli 

forces’ raid included confrontations with the youths, during which they fired 
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live and metal rubber-coated bullets, sound and tear gas bombs at Palestinians. 

No injuries were reported.

During this month, 16 firing of sound and tear bombs were reported as the 

Israeli army carried out its incursions, with no injuries reported.

The repeated Israeli forces› assaults, using gas and sound bombs    

against Palestinians and their homes, as well as resorting to violence 

and severe beatings, are a systematic violation of the rules of 

international law which restricts the use of force against civilians. 

It is clear that the military forces use these tools as part of their 

systematic policies in the form of field punishment measures. The 

silence of the international community on these violations, and the 

absence of accountability, encourages the Israeli forces to continue 

their violations.
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The Israeli forces have continued to carry out raids into Palestinian                

neighborhoods including riding citizens’ homes, tempering with their 

properties, beating and arbitrarily arresting and interrogating them for long 

hours, and imposing heavy fines on them. One hundred and forty-nine 

raids were carried out during the month, during which 115 Palestinians were   

arrested, including 27 children and 12 women while 24 people were summoned, 

and 13 were placed under house arrest while imposing heavy fines of them,                           

including children.

Details:

At dawn on Sunday, December 1, the Israeli forces arrested two brothers, after 

they stormed their house in the Old City of Jerusalem. An Israeli army force 

stormed the Old Town, namely the house of Iyad Abu Ghazaleh. They searched 

the house, abused its residents, and beat them before arresting two children 

Mustafa, 16, and Musab, 15.

Third: Incidents of Intrusion, Detention, 
and Home Confinement:
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The Israeli forces have continued to carry out raids into Palestinian neighborhoods 

including riding citizens’ homes, tempering with their properties, beating and 

arbitrarily arresting and interrogating them for long hours, and imposing heavy 

fines on them. One hundred and forty-nine raids were carried out during the 

month, during which 115 Palestinians were arrested, including 27 children and 

12 women while 24 people were summoned, and 13 were placed under house 

arrest while imposing heavy fines of them, including children.

On the same day, the Israeli army summoned Mohammed Samih al-Abbasi, 

25, hours after his release in the morning. He was arrested after storming his 

house in the Ras al-Amud neighborhood of Silwan earlier. He was released on 

Thursday after spending seven years in prison after an Israeli court found him 

guilty of stabbing a settler in his residential area. At late Saturday evening, the 

Israeli forces arrested al-Abbasi and released him on Sunday morning, before 

summoning him again to one of their headquarters.

On the same day, an Israeli army force stormed the Batn al-Hawa neighborhood 

of Silwan and chased a group of children.

The Israeli forces also stormed al-Issawiya and carried out raids there, without 

any arrests being reported.

On the evening of the same day, the Israeli forces arrested two brothers after 

raiding their house in al-Issawiya. They raided the town, stormed the home of 

Khalil Kulaib, and arrested his two children, Ahmed, 12, and Muhammad, 17, 

and transferred them to investigation at Salah El-Din Street police station in 

Jerusalem.
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On the evening of the same day, the Israeli forces arrested the young 

Muhammad Khaled Sharifa from the Bab Hatta neighborhood of Jerusalem.

At dawn on Monday, December 2, the Israeli army arrested Alaa Tawfiq Abu 

Tayeh, 21, and Isaac Khaled Abu Tayeh, 22, after storming their homes in Ein 

a-Luza neighborhood in Silwan.

The Israeli army summoned Shadi al-Mutour, the Secretary of Fatah Movement 

in Jerusalem to the Russian Compound Detention Center and detained and 

interrogated him for several hours. After his release, al-Mutour stated that the 

Israeli forces investigated him over charges of violating the law and exercising 

Palestinian sovereignty and supporting and leading organizational activities 

in Jerusalem.

On the same day, the Israeli forces stormed al-Issawiyah and removed national 

slogans and photos of Muhammad Samir Obaid off the walls. 

On Tuesday, December 3, the Israeli army arrested Muntha Muhammad Amara, 

43, a resident of Umm al-Fahm, while performing prayer near the Golden 

Gate (Bab al-Rahma) inside Al-Aqsa. Video footage documenting the assault 
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showed Israeli policemen grabbing Amara from her arms while she was 

praying. They dragged her before arresting her and taking her to an unknown 

destination.

At the same time, the Israeli police arrested Majd Muhammad Zuhair Kabha, 

17, from Barta›a village, southwest of Jenin, while he was performing prayer. 

A video clip showed members of the Israeli forces surrounding the young 

man and asking him to surrender. A Palestinian woman told them that he is 

praying and that he could not speak to them. Despite that, an Israeli policeman 

attacked him and pushed him to the ground, while other policemen tied his 

hands, abused him, and took him to an unknown destination.

On the same day, the Israeli army imposed house arrest for five days on two 

children, Ahmed Khalil Kulaib, 12, and his brother Muhammad, 17, and released 

them on a third party bail. After their release, the children reported that they 

were beaten and abused during the arrest and detention at Salah al-Din 

Street police station. They confirmed that they were deprived of sleep. The 

two children were arrested the day before after they raided their house in                     

al-Issawiya.
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On Wednesday, 4 December, the Israeli army arrested three Palestinians, two 

of them are brothers, and a child, after raiding their homes in Hazma town, east 

of Jerusalem. The detainees were: Yahya Mamoun Subaih, 15, and brothers, 

Muhammad and Hamada Habis Subaih, 21 and 19. During the storming of 

the town, the Israeli forces hang warning leaflets on the walls of the houses, 

threatening residents to take measures against them in order to «improve the 

collection of intelligence information, disturbing illegal activities and thwarting 

terrorism”.
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On the same day, the Israeli forces arrested Saif Fadl Badr, 30, after his house 

was searched in Beit Duqqu, northwest of Jerusalem.

The Israeli army also arrested Hamza Abu Sneineh, 16, after raiding his house 

in Batn al-Hawa neighborhood in Silwan.

On the evening of the same day, the Israeli army arrested young man 

Muhammad Musa Mustafa from the Sheikh Jarrah area of Jerusalem, while 

returning to his home in al-Issawiya.

At night, the Israeli army arrested three civilians as they stormed Batn al-Hawa 

neighborhood in Silwan. The detainees were: Muhammad Fayez al-Rajabi, 

Islam Maher al-Rajabi, and Sufyan al-Natsheh.

At dawn on Thursday, December 5, the Israeli army arrested child Mahmoud 

Al-Hadra, 17, after storming his house in the town of Al-Tur in Jerusalem.

On the same day, the Israeli army arrested Murad Kamal Elian from his 

workplace noting that he is a resident of Silwan.

On Friday morning, 6 December, the Israeli army arrested five Palestinians, 

including four journalists from Palestine TV in Jerusalem, and confiscated their 

shooting and broadcasting equipment. The four journalists were held for about 
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four hours before being released on the condition of not communicating with 

each other for 15 days, in addition to not filming in Jerusalem. (Read ‘restricting 

media freedoms’ for more details).

On the same day, an Israeli court imposed house arrest for five days against 

Islam and Muhammad al-Rajabi from Silwan, in addition to paying a bail of 1,000 

shekels (287$). The Israeli forces arrested the two young men last Wednesday 

evening, after storming Batn al-Hawa, and took them for investigation.

On Saturday, 7 December, the Israeli army arrested Nidal Aboud during lighting 

the Christmas tree at the Damascus Gate (Bab Al-Amoud) area, which is the 

most famous gate in the Old City.

On Monday evening, December 9, the Israeli army arrested Mahmoud 

Qulaghasi, 65, after they raided his house in al-Saadiya neighborhood of the 

Old City.

On the same day, the Israeli intelligence summoned Radwan Jamal Amr, 

an employee of the Ministry of Awqaf at the Al-Aqsa Mosque, after being 

summoned by phone. Radwan said that an Israeli intelligence officer called 

him and informed him that he is the new official in charge of the area, asking 

to show up at the «Oz» intelligence center in Jabal Al-Mukaber. He stated that 

he had received a second call that the intelligence official asked him to come 

to “Rooms 4” in the Russian Compound instead of «Oz». There, he was detained 

for two hours, before his release.

On Tuesday, December 10, the Israeli army arrested Fadi Elayan, an Al-Aqsa 

guard, while he was working in the Mosque. They took him for al-Qashleh 

interrogation and detention center in Jaffa Gate (Bab Al-Khalil) area, a day 
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after clashes between him and the Israeli police broke out, when the latter 

transferred Al-Aqsa guards’ room to another location.

It also arrested the child, Montaser Nasser Ceuta, 15, after raiding his house in 

al-Issawiya.

The Israeli army summoned seven young men, including two brothers, after 

they raided their homes in al-Issawiya.

Local sources reported that the Israeli forces stormed al-Isawiya and raided a 

number of houses, searched them, and delivered seven summonses to Ahmed 

Muhammad Derbas, Walid Alyan, and brothers Majd and Rashid Darwish, 

Muhammad Rabah Alyan, Moayad Badr, and Issa Derbas to appear at Salah 

Al-Din police station.

On the same day, the Israeli forces summoned young man Mohammed Al-

Amouri, from Shuafat town.

It also summoned child Muhammad Ahmed Dana, 7, from Silwan, for 

interrogation.

Local sources reported that the Israeli army forces raided the house of the 

Jerusalemite Ahmed Da’na in Maragha town, and tried to arrest his son 

Muhammad, 7, but the residents prevented this. They eventually summoned 

him for interrogation.

On Wednesday, December 11, the Israeli army arrested Zaki Ali Hussein, 30, from 

Beit Duqqu northwest of Jerusalem, after summoning him for investigation. 

The Israeli forces stormed the village in the evening, and raided nearly 12 houses 

and abused their residents, as clashes erupted. The Israeli army had previously 

arrested his wife.
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On Thursday, December 12, the Israeli police arrested Ishaq Abu Khudair, the 

head of the Shuafat Village Council, and Nasser Abu Khudair, a member of the 

Council, and took them to the Prophet Ya`qub Center in Beit Hanina, north of 

Jerusalem, and detained them for several hours before releasing them.

Nasser Abu Khudair reported that during the interrogation, the Israeli police 

charged him with calling for a demonstration to disturb public order, but he 

denied the allegation. He mentioned that the call is to demand the people 

of the Shuafat Village Council to organize a protest against settlers› recent 

attacks against them. The Village Council answered the call and called for a 

demonstration on the next Friday.

He reported that he and the Council president refused to sign any conditions 

related to the protest organized by the Shuafat Village Council, after the Israeli 

police asked them to sign a pledge not to disturb public order, not to raise the 

flags of Palestine and not to close the main street during the demonstration.

The Shuafat Village Council called for a moratorium after Friday prayers, to 

protest against settler attacks on their property last Monday night.

On Saturday, December 14, the Israel forces arrested two brothers from the 

village of al-Jadira, northwest of Jerusalem. An Israeli force arrested the two 

brothers, Bilal and Abdo Muhammad Qasim, 13 and 14, while they were near 

the separation wall, located on the village lands.

On the morning of December 15, the Israeli army arrested Shadi Abdullah 

al-Mutur, 42, after storming his house in the town of Beit Hanina. The Israeli 

forces raided al-Mutur’s home, the Secretary of Fatah Movement in Jerusalem, 

and tampered with and searched its contents, and took him to the Russian 
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Compound Police Station for interrogation. It is noteworthy that the Israeli 

forces arrested al-Mutur five times this year and charged him with incitement 

and working with the Palestinian Authority within the borders of the city of 

Jerusalem. The last time he was arrested was on October 14, when he was 

released on a bail of 5,000 shekels (1,440$).

On the same day at dawn, Israeli forces arrested Areen Haytham Hassan Al-

Za›anin, 24, after raiding his house in Wadi Al-Joz neighborhood, northeast 

of the Old City, and took him to the Russian Compound Police Station for 

investigation.

Israeli forces also arrested Majdi Mahmoud Abu Ghazaleh, 28, after raiding his 

house in Al-Sawanah neighborhood to east the Old City.

Israeli forces stormed the Ain al-Loza neighborhood of Silwan, and stormed the 

house of the Secretary of Fatah movement in the town, Ahmed Musa al-Abbasi, 

46, and took him to the Russian Compound Police Station for investigation.

Child, Issa Salman Al-Fairawi ,17, was arrested after his house in the African 

Community neighborhood in the Old City was raided.

On the same day at dawn, the Israeli army summoned Ibrahim Isam Siam, 26, 

for an interview with the Israeli intelligence at the Russian Compound, after 

his house in Silwan was raided.

On Monday at dawn, December 16, the Israeli army arrested Mujahid                            

Abu Rumi, 32, and Sayyaf Nidal Abu Rumi, 34, after storming al-Eizariya town, 

east of Jerusalem. They raided his home and searched and tampered with is 

contents.
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On Tuesday, December 17, the Israeli army stormed the vicinity of the Golden 

Gate Chapel, east of the Al-Aqsa Mosque. Army members prevented five 

children and a man from performing Noon Prayer in the area and arrested 

and took them to the al-Qashla police station in the Old City. The detainees 

were: Aya Osama Ashour, 15, Duha Muhammad Ghazawi, 16, Mayar Omran 

Al-Natsheh, 15, Maram Ahmed Al-Natsheh, 15, Tala Nasser, 15, and Jamal                                 

Muhammad Al-Asali, 23.
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On the same day, Israeli forces stationed at Shuafat military checkpoint north 

of the Old City arrested Areen Haitham Hassan Al-Za›anin, 24, while passing 

the checkpoint, and took him to an unknown location. It is noteworthy that 

Israeli forces arrested Al-Za›anin at dawn last Sunday from his home in Wadi 

Al-Joz neighborhood and released him the next morning.

In the evening hours, the 

Israeli army arrested three 

Palestinians from al-Eizariya 

who were in Shuafat camp. 

The detainees were: Najat 

Al-Sharif, the Women Affairs 

officer in the Organizational 

Committee of Fatah in                      

al-Eizariya and her daughter 

Ayat, a student at Al-Quds 
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University, and the director of the Association of Future Builders Dina Firawna, 

after leaving the meeting room of the General Union of Women in the camp.

On Wednesday, December 18, the Israeli army arrested five Palestinians, 

including two children, from al-Issawyia, and summoned two others for 

investigation. The Israeli forces raided and searched a number of houses of 

martyrs in the neighborhood Obaid in the town and arrested Younis Sufyan 

Ubaid, 16, Ali Sufyan Ubaid,17, Muhammad Marwan Ubaid ,19, and Wasim Nayef 

Ubaid,38, and Loay Faisal Obaid, 18.

The Israeli forces summoned the families of \ two young men Hani Esmat 

Obaid and Amin Raafat Obaid for investigation.

On the same day, Israeli forces stormed Ras al-Amud neighborhood of Silwan 

and raided the house of Faris Bassam Abu Nab, who was killed last November. 

They carried out searches and tampered with the contents of the house, and 

beat its residents, before arresting the father, Bassam Abu Nab, 52, and three 

of his sons, Youssef ,14, Saif, 17, and Mohammed, 20.
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In the evening, the Israeli army summoned Areen Haitham Hassan                                                   

Al-Za’aneen, 24, after his release in the morning. He said that he was detained 

the day before in the evening, while he was passing through the Shuafat 

refugee camp checkpoint in Jerusalem.

On Saturday, December 21, the Israeli army imposed a five-day house arrest 

on brothers, Yusef, 14, and Saif Basan Abu Nab, 17, after arresting them last 

Wednesday.

On Sunday morning, December 22, the Israeli police arrested Nizam Rushdi 

Abu Rumoz, 38, from the vicinity of the Golden Gate Chapel. Police officers 

took Abu Rumoz to one of its headquarters and detained him for several hours 

before releasing him while handing him a decision to leave the Al-Aqsa Mosque 

for a week.

Abu Rumoz has previously been subjected to numerous prosecutions by 

Israeli forces because of his continuous presence at Al-Aqsa Mosque, and he 

was subjected to removals from the Mosque several times, where praying at 

its gates.

On the same day, the Israeli army arrested Abd al-Rahman Khalil Muhammad 

Mahmoud, 39, from inside his vehicle in the French Hill area, north of the Old 

City, and took him to an unknown location. It is noteworthy that Mahmoud is 

a resident of al-Issawiya. He spent 17 years in Israeli prisons and was released 

last February.

On the same day, the Israeli army arrested three Palestinians, including two 

children, after they raided several houses in the Obaid neighborhood in                         
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al-Issawiya. The detainees were: Ahmad Munir Obaid, 14, Ahmed Maher Obaid, 

16, and Amir Abdullah Awad, 19.

In the evening, Israeli forces stormed Ras al-Amod neighborhood. These forces 

raided several homes and arrested child Mohammed Salah Abu Madi, 16, and 

Omar Amer Abu Madi, 18, after they were severely beaten.

On Monday, December 23, the Israeli army arrested Mohammed Nayef 

Abu Shanab, 23, after raiding his house in Qalandia refugee camp, north of 

Jerusalem.

On the same day, the Israeli army arrested four Palestinians from the 

vicinity of the Golden Gate Chapel at Al-Aqsa Mosque. The detainees were 

Fatimah Al-Sous, 57, Souad Ghorab, 60, Wahidh Al-Shyoukhi, 55, and Ilham                                            

Abu Sobeih, 51.

On the same day, the Israeli army arrested Rouhi Mahmoud Al-Kalghasi, 23, 

after storming his house in the Old City.

The Israeli army also stormed Majd Ismail al-Abbasi’s house, 21, a resident of the 
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Ras al-Amod neighborhood in Silwan 

and delivered him an order to review 

Israeli intelligence at the Oz Police 

Station in the Russian Compound.

On Tuesday, December 24, the Israeli 

army arrested Daniel Zuhair Abu Nasra, 

18, as they raided his family›s house in 

al-Tur neighborhood, east the Old City. Abu Nasra’s family stated that he was 

beaten by Israeli forces while in detention.

On the same day, the Israeli army arrested 13 citizens, including a child, after 

storming al-Issawiya, and raiding and searching many houses. The detainees 

were: Majd Marwan Dari, 17, Mahmoud Emad Haweeh, 22, Muhammad Walid 

Hawaih, 18, Ahmed Saad Mustafa, 22, Mahmoud Muhammad Abid, 23, Ayoub 

Muhammad Abu Asab, 23, Muhammad Mari Derbas, 21, Saleh Bader Abu Asab, 

19, Ahmed Ayesh Obaid, Ahmed Muhammad Mahmoud, 19, Muhammad 

Ahmed Mahmoud, Adel Nasser Mahmoud, 19 and Mahmoud Imad Dari, 20.

They arrested Khaled Bassam Dawoud, 33, after raiding his house in the town 

of Beit Duqqu, northwest of Jerusalem.

On Thursday, December 26, the Israeli intelligence services delivered summons 

to six young men from al-Issawiya signed by the Israeli Home Front Commander, 

who expressed his plan to place them under night house arrest.

The six young men were: Saleh Abu Asab, Anwar Sami Obaid, Nidal Ghannam, 

Fayez Muhaisen, Muhammad Alyan Alyan, and Muhammad Musa Mustafa, 

aged between 18 and 25 years old. This decision is the first issued by the Home 
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Front Commander in this regard.

The decision calls for night house arrest for several months, on the pretext 

of carrying out activities that pose a threat to security and citizens and over 

participating in confrontations and stone and Molotov cocktails throwing.

The previous night, the Israeli intelligence called the six young men to appear 

at Rooms 4 at the Russian Compound Police Station, and handed them the 

decisions before releasing them.

On Friday, December 27, the Israeli army arrested young man Nasrallah Munir 

Al-Aawar, 18, from the neighborhood of Ain Al-Loza in Silwan, while he was at 

the Bab al-Rahma cemetery in Jerusalem.

On Saturday, December 28, the Israeli army arrested four Palestinians, after 

assaulting them, at the entrance to al-Issawiya. The detainees were: Ahmad 

Muhammad Derbas, 23, Basil Aziz Obaid, 19, Muhammad Dawud Abu Ryala, 21, 

and Robin Ahmed Jaber, 20.

On Sunday, December 29, the Israeli army carried out a massive arrest campaign 

in al-Issawiya, targeting 12 Palestinians, including three brothers. Dozens of 

homes in the town were raided and searched by the Israeli army, who arrested 

Sami, Murad, Samer and Anwar Ubaid, Fadi Ali Alyan, Nasser Ali Mahmoud, 

Zakaria Alyan, Kayed Mahmoud, Marwan Dary, Youssef Muhammad Darwish, 

Ismail Youssef Muhaisen, Akram Fadi Ali Mustafa, and Muhammad Safadi.

The Commission of Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs attorney , Mohamed 

Mahmoud, stated that Israeli authorities decided to release a number of 

detainees, warning them against participation in “throwing stones and 

confrontations in the town», and threatening to transfer their file to the                    
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wMinistry of Interior «to withdraw their identities» in case of violation.

The released included Zakaria Alyan, Sami Obaid, Murad Obaid, Fadi Mustafa, 

Marwan Dary, Samer Obaid, Mahmoud Kayed, Jamal Atiya, Muhammad Zahra, 

Mahmoud Nasser, and Fadi Alyan.

On Monday, December 30, the Israeli army arrested four Palestinians, after 

storming their homes in Al-Tur. The detainees were: Maher Essam El-Liftawy, 

23, Farid Ahmed Abu Al-Hawa, 19, Mahmoud Mohamed Abu Sbaitan, 18, and 

Abdul Rahman Iyad Al-Hadra, 21.

The Israeli police gave tickets to vehicles in the Al-Hrdoub area of Al-Tur.

On the same day, the Israeli army arrested brothers Ahmed, 22, and Khaled 

Askar, 19, after raiding their house in Hazma neighborhood.

On the same day, ex-prisoner Ali Khalil al-Abbasi was summoned for 

investigation at the Post Office Police Investigation Centre. It is noteworthy 

that Israeli forces released Al-Abbasi foolowing 30 months of arrest, and he is a 

resident of the Ain Al-Loza neighborhood.

On the same day, the Israeli police installed a pole for surveillance cameras in 

the Ein Al-Loza neighborhood, in a violation of Palestinians’ privacy.

In the same evening, the Israeli army arrested five young men after beating 

them in the Damascus Gate area of Jerusalem. A video clip, circulated by 

activists on social media, showed that the five young men were taken from the 

area, in the presence of dozens of worshipers at Al-Aqsa Mosque. The identity 

of the detainees who were taken by the Israeli forces to one of its headquarters 

in the city is unknown.
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On Tuesday, December 31, the Israeli army arrested young man, Luqman Sami 

Rayan, 25, after raiding and searching his family’s home, in the village of Beit 

Duqqu.

The Israeli authorities handed three young men in al-Issawyia a night house 

arrest order.

According to local sources, the Israeli forces stormed a number of homes              

in al-Issawiya and delivered three-night house arrest orders to Mahmoud 

Ramadan Obaid, Adam Kayed Mahmoud, and Nadim Muhammad Safadi.

Euro-Med Monitor documented 35 other raids and incursions into the towns of 

Jerusalem, which included searches and raids, without reporting any arrests.

The last month of 2019 witnessed a significant escalation in incursions 

and raids launched by Israeli forces, as well as arrests and detentions. 

These violations conclude a harsh year for Palestinians in Jerusalem, 

who witnessed more than 1950 arrests, including 500 children. The 

majority of raids is part the policy of collective punishment and an 

attempt to make the lives of Palestinians difficult to make them think 

about leaving the city. Israeli army intends to carry out most of the raids 

on homes late at night, or at dawn, while people are asleep, causing 

fear to the residents, especially children and women, in a violation of 

the rules of dealing with civilians. This constitutes a direct violation of 

Article 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states 

that «No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference in his private 

life, in the affairs of his family, his home, or his correspondence.»
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This campaign includes tampering and deliberate sabotage of 

people’s property and furniture, which indicates that the goal is to 

tighten the grip on Palestinians. Incursions are marked by a complex 

series of violations, the most prominent of which are assaulting 

people and their property, arrests, summons, house arrests, property 

confiscations, and imposing fines for punitive goals.

Children are not spared these arrest campaigns, as they are taken 

from their homes in in the dark, handcuffed without any justification, 

interrogated for long hours without being allowed to communicate 

with a lawyer or parents, and without informing them that they are 

entitled to silence during investigation. They are detained in harsh 

conditions for days and weeks, and subjected to abuses, beatings, 

torture, threats, and measures that violate their dignity once they are 

arrested and during investigation, and while in detention, in addition 

to imposing heavy fines on them.
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Euro-Med Monitor documented at least one incident in which the Israeli army 

forcefully dispersed peaceful gatherings of Palestinians in Jerusalem.

On Saturday, December 28, the Israeli army stormed a tent erected for prisoner 

Ali Khalil al-Abbasi, 20, in the Ein Al-Loza neighborhood, who was scheduled 

to be released the following day. The Israeli authorities were to release Abbasi 

from the Negev desert prison on Sunday, after spending two and a half years 

in prison.

Fourth: Suppressing peaceful gatherings

Euro-Med monitor team monitored 42 cases of demolitions and distributions 

of demolition notices for citizens› homes and properties in Jerusalem. As a 

result, eight homes were demolished. The owners of three homes were forced 

to self-demolish their properties, to avoid paying heavy fines, which led to the 

displacement of dozens of citizens. In addition, four facilities were demolished 

while 30 other facilities were notified of demolition.

The following are the most notable demolitions and notices:

On Monday December 2, Munther Fayez Al-Kiswani was forced to demolish his 

house in the Suwayh neighborhood of Ras al-Amud, to avoid paying the costs 

of demolition to the Israeli authorities. Al-Kiswani said that his house was built 

ten years ago, on an area of 70 square meters, and that he lives with his wife 

and two children and that the Israeli municipality refused his construction 

permit.

Fifth: demolishing houses, properties 
and objects:
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He stated that two months form the demolition, the municipality›s crews 

arrived at the house and gave him a demolition notification. A week from the 

demolition he received another notification came in, which forced him to self-

demolish his house in order to avoid high costs of demolition imposed by the 

Israeli municipality.

On Wednesday, December 4, the Israeli army demolished two houses and an 

agricultural warehouse in Abu Al-Nawar and Wadi Abu Hindi villages, southeast 

of Jerusalem.

The representative of Abu al-Nawwar, Abu Imad al-Jahalin, reported that the 

Israeli municipality in Jerusalem raided Abu al-Nawwar and dismantled an 

agricultural warehouse.

He added that, after the demolition in Abu al-Nawar, the municipality›s crews, 

accompanied by Israeli forces, went to the Abu Hindi community and started 

demolishing two Bedouin houses, claiming that there were not licensed.

In addition, the risk of evacuation and displacement by the Israeli authorities 

threaten Palestinian Bedouin communities, east of Jerusalem, in favor of E1 

settlement plan, which would separate the south of the West Bank from the 

north, and control the city of Jerusalem.

On Monday, December 9, the Israeli municipality of Jerusalem forced Ali 

Ja’abis to demolish his house in the village of Jabal Al-Mukabir on the pretext 

of building without a permit.

Ja›abis reported that he built his house about six months ago, on an area of 

70 square meters, that is only a wood room, and he lives with his six-member 

family there.
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He stated that the municipality crews raided the house two days ago and gave 

him three days to carry out the demolition, including the wall surrounding the 

land, otherwise he would pay the demolition cost to the municipality›s crews.

Ja›abis added that he started to dismantle the house and empty its contents 

to avoid paying financial fines.

Ja›abis pointed out that his neighbors in the same region submitted a plan 

to license the region, and despite this, the municipality continues to issue 

demolition orders for their facilities, and it implements the demolition decisions 

on a weekly basis.

On Wednesday, December 11, the Israeli municipality crews protected by the 

Israeli police raided the neighborhoods of Silwan, especially the alleys of Al-

Bustan, Ain Al-Loza, Wadi Hilweh, Wadi Yasoul, Al-Thawri, and Wadi Rababa.

Fakhri Abu Diab, Silwan Lands Defense Committee’s spokesman, said that the 

municipality›s crews were carrying plans, maps, and aerial photography for 

each of the neighborhoods, and they photographed some houses.

Abu Diab expressed his fears that the Israeli municipality would demolish all 

houses and neighborhoods under the pretext of building without a license 

to exploit them politically, or to satisfy the extreme right wing in Israel and 

gain more votes, especially as the mayor and municipal council advocate and 

support house demolitions and the displacement of Jerusalem people.

On Saturday, December 14, the Israeli authorities forced Nasser Zaatara to 

demolish his house by himself in Al-Maqbara neighborhood in Jabal Al-Mukaber 

town, southeast of Jerusalem, under the pretext of building without a permit. 

The above-mentioned Palestinian stated that he had received a demolition 

order from the Israeli municipality, asking him to self-demolish the house, 
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with a threat that if it was not demolished, the municipality crews would bring 

bulldozers and demolish it, while obliging him to pay the cost of demolition. 

He stated that he lives in his -100square-meter house, with his wife and four 

children, and that the construction of the house cost him from 90,000-80,000 

shekels (25925$ - 23045$), and that the Israeli Jerusalem municipality imposed 

an additional financial fine of 115,000 shekels on him, which he is still paying 

until now. 

In the morning of Tuesday, December 17, the bulldozers of the Israeli   

municipality in Jerusalem demolished a residential house for Hatem Khalil 

Hussein Abu Riala, in al-Issawiya, claiming that it was built without a permit.

The mentioned civilian stated that a force of the Israeli special units, 

accompanied by several bulldozers, raided the Abu Rayyala neighborhood in 

the town, imposed a tight military ring around his two-story house, with an area 

of 180 square meters, and began demolishing the second floor which is under 

construction, for the fourth time in a row. He stated that he had frequently 

tried to issue the necessary licenses, but that the Israeli municipality did not 

approve it.

Abu Ryala added: “In 2009, bulldozers demolished my house and then I fell 

to the ground during the demolition process, which resulted in my paralysis. 

After that, I built the house in partnership with my relatives. Several months 

ago, I built a second floor, which was demolished.”

Abu Ryala explained that he was sentenced to a year in prison «before he was 

paralyzed», on the pretext of not paying the unlicensed construction fine, and 

after serving his sentence and upon his release, the municipality demolished 

the house.
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Abu Riala said: «I live in the first floor, and its foundations have certainly been 

damaged after the demolition, and the road leading to it has become rough 

due to the existence of the rubble of the upper apartment. He pointed out that 

his family and that of his nephew live on the first floor.»

On the same day, the Israeli forces, accompanied by bulldozers, raided the               

town of Shuafat in Jerusalem, and demolished a car showroom and two 

washrooms for the families of Masouda, Badr, and Abu Snena.

Wadi Hilweh Information Center explained that the Israeli bulldozers 

demolished a car showroom and an office, and walls surrounding it, owned 

by Azzam Masoda. They also demolished three washrooms for Bashar Badr, 

and a another washroom for Kamal Abu Snena, confiscated its container and 

destroyed the steel walls.

On Tuesday, December 24, the Israeli municipality bulldozers in Jerusalem 

demolished an apartment of Shuqairat family in Khalat al-Abed area, in the 

town of Jabal Al-Mukaber, south of Jerusalem. The house was built in 2016, on 

a total area of 260 square meters, and it was divided into two housing units 

that were home for Montaser Salah Shqeirat with his wife and child, and Amin 

Salah Shqairat with his wife and four children.

One of the owners of the house, Muntaser Shuqairat, said that the Israeli 

municipal crews, accompanied by a large force of the Israeli army, raided the 

surroundings of his family›s house in the early hours of the mentioned day, 

and took the residents of the house outside, despite the cold weather, and 

prevented them from taking out the properties from the house. He added 

that the Israeli authorities removed some furniture before continuing the 

demolition. Shuqairat added that the Israeli Jerusalem municipality imposed 
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on him a ticket of unlicensed construction of 120,000 shekels (34567$).

Noting that the municipality surrounded the family’s house last month to 

demolish it, but the decision was halted, and later the court issued a decision 

to impose the demolition order. The municipality’s crews carried out the 

demolition in the morning of the mentioned day.

On the same day, the bulldozers of the Israeli municipality in Jerusalem 

demolished a residential building under construction in the village of al-

Issawiya, owned by Jamal Ata Alyan, on the pretext of building without a license.

Jamal Atta Alyan reported that the Israeli bulldozers demolished his apartment 

for the second time in a row. They were demolished in May, last year. He 

explained that the building was then composed of three floors which were 

fully furnished. He built second building for his family, and began licensing 

procedures, but he was surprised the municipal crews raiding his building to 

implement a demolition order. Alyan added that the building consists of two 

floors; the ground floor is used as a car park and the first is an apartment for 

his family.

On the same day, the Israeli municipality in Jerusalem distributed 30 decisions 

to demolish shopping centers in Jabal Al-Mukaber in Jerusalem.

Ali Ja›abees, a member of the Jabal Al-Mukaber Committee, said that the Israeli 

municipality is implementing a policy of displacement of Jerusalem people, 

by distributing 30 demolition orders to shopping centers in Jabal Al-Mukaber 

for the benefit of settlers and settlements.
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The demolitions carried out by the Israeli forces come as part of a 

systematic policy. During 201 ,2019 buildings were destroyed, as part of 

its efforts to forcibly displace the Palestinians, with the aim of changing 

the demography of Jerusalem. Such acts are considered war crimes. The 

policy of racial discrimination perpetrated by the Israeli army is clear: 

while it creates restrictions and obstacles that prevent Palestinians 

from obtaining building permits, it uses non-licensing as an excuse 

to carry out increasing demolitions, and it is one of many pretexts for 

demolition, including security, punitive, and other excuses in favor of 

the policy of destroying houses with the aim of displacing Palestinians, 

in exchange for allowing the establishment of hundreds of settlement 

units and giving support and budgets for them.

Based on the available data, demolitions increased in 2019 in East 

Jerusalem, compared to 177 houses throughout 2018 and 142 homes 

throughout 2017.

The illegal demolitions and deportations of civilians in the occupied 

territories violate the Fourth Geneva Convention, and constitute a war 

crime under Article 8, point (2 – IV) of the Statute of the International 

Criminal Court promulgated on July 1998  ,17, which stipulates the 

definition of the crime of aggression as: “Extensive destruction and 

appropriation of property, not justified by military necessity and carried 

out unlawfully and wantonly;”
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On Wednesday, December 4, the Israeli forces seized a vehicle after invading 

the town of Al-Sawahrah, which is located in the southeast of Jerusalem. The 

Israeli forces raided the house of Abdel-Omar Abdel-Qader in Al-Sawahrah, 

searched it, tampered with its contents, and took over the vehicle of his son 

Jaa’far. The Israeli forces raided the same house on November 20 and seized 

12,000 shekels (3,450$).

Sixth: The decision of confiscating 
and seizing properties: 

Confiscation of citizens› properties constitutes a repeated assault by the 

Israeli forces in Jerusalem and throughout the Palestinian territories, in 

violation of the provisions of law and private property rights. 

The Israeli army authorities are seeking to impose a demographic change in 

the city of Jerusalem, and to achieve that, they employ all their governmental, 

political and security authorities. On the other hand, they unleash settlers and 

their settlement societies which are free to control the largest possible number 

of properties in the city.

During this month, the Israeli authorities opened a railway linking Jerusalem 

and Tel Aviv, established a special lighthouse for Hanukkah near the Tribes’ 

Gate (Bab Al-Asbat) in Jerusalem, and established a Torah museum in Silwan. 

Details:

Seventh: Settlements and Judaization:
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On Wednesday, 18 December, the Israeli Minister of Transport, Petziel 

Smuterich, opened a railway linking Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. The seven million 

shekels (2$ billion) worth plan, to be opened to settlers within a week of the 

opening ceremony, aims to facilitate transportation between Jerusalem and 

other Israeli cities.  

On Monday, December 23, while celebrating Hanukkah. The Israeli authorities 

built a special lighthouse, to be lit up daily by the chief rabbis of Israel during the 

days of the Talmudic holiday, which runs until December 30. The Candlestick 

was held near the Tripe’s Gate in Ghazali Square, and Israeli officials and rabbis, 

alongside the American Ambassador to Israel Thomas Friedman participated 

in lighting it.

On Monday, December 30, Fakhri Abu Diab, a researcher in Jerusalem affairs, 

revealed that Israeli settlement societies had established a biblical museum in 

Silwan in Jerusalem.

He published on Facebook that settlement societies have built a three-story 

biblical museum within an area of 1,390 square meters in the Al-Fawqa area of 

Silwan, which is only dozens of meters away from the Al-Aqsa Mosque from 

the southeastern side.

Abu Diab added: “This museum promotes Jewish history and serves the 

Talmudic version at the expense of historical Arab Islamic and Christian 

narratives and the true history of this area.” He pointed out that this museum 

was built in an area that the Jerusalem municipality and the Israel Antiquities 

Authority are prohibiting Palestinians from building in on the pretext that it is a 

historical area containing antiquities from different eras of Jerusalem. Despite 

this, settlement societies have been permitted to construct this building.
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Among the projects that the Israeli authorities are working to establish 

are biblical and Talmudic paths and mock graves, as well as other projects, 

including the air train that will change the cultural face of the Old City and 

obscure the vision of Al-Aqsa Mosque. They aim to implement the Kidem 

project in the Wadi Hilwah region and the Moroccan Gate (Bab al-Maghriba) 

to change the historical structures of the area and to remove Arab, Islamic, 

Christian the features of the city, and to cancel all non-Jewish monuments, 

history, or landmarks in it.

The Israeli army continues its attacks on Al-Aqsa Mosque, imposing restrictions 

on the access of Muslim worshipers to it, as well as issuing decisions to Judaize 

the Mosque, preventing its reconstruction, in exchange for facilitating the 

stormings of it by settlers, and seeking to impose a new reality. 

Usually the stormings take place during two periods: the first from 11:00-7:30 

Eighth: Assaults and Stormings of 
Al-Aqsa Mosque 
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am, and the second from 2:30-1:30 pm. Storming occurs every day, except for 

Fridays and Saturdays, with heavy guard from the Israeli Special Forces and 

members of the Israeli police and intelligence. 

Settlers incursions start from the Moroccan Gate  in the west. Then, they head 

to the square of the Triple Chaple and Solomon›s Stables, then to the eastern 

wall of the Mosque near the Golden Gate, along with the northern wall of the 

Mosque, all the way to south to Cotton Merchant›s Gate (Bab al-Qattanin) and 

they finally leave form the Chain Gate.

During this month, settlers carried out stormings over 23 days of the month, 

and the number of settles reached 2,826, a significant increase compared to the 

previous month, bringing the number of settlers who raided Al-Aqsa Mosque 

during 2019 to 29,610. Thousands of settlers participated in the stormings as 

“foreign tourists”, in full coordination with the Israeli authorities. This month 

saw an increase in the number of settlers during Hanukkah, which started on 

December 23 and lasted until December 30. 

In contrast, the Israeli forces still impose restrictions on the access of the West 

Bank residents to Jerusalem, as well as Palestinians from the Gaza Strip, most 

of them are banned from accessing Jerusalem. The ID cards of Palestinians 

who entered Al-Aqsa are checked and held by the Israeli forces. The Israeli 

authorities prevent great numbers of Jerusalemites to reach the Mosque 

under security pretexts. 
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Details:

The following table highlights Al-Aqsa Mosque incursions during November 2019   

Day Date Settlers 
number Details 

Sunday 1 December 138 86 Jewish students, 20 settlers and 32 Israeli 
governmental employees. 

Monday 2 December 54 Performed Talmudic rituals. 

Tuesday 3 December 62 Extremist rabbi Yehuda Glick was among those 
who stormed the mosque- delay in the exit time.

Wednesday 4 December 89 The storming included Talmudic rituals. 

Thursday 5 December 61 The storming included Talmudic rituals.

Sunday 8 December 44 The storming included Talmudic rituals.

Monday 9 December 39 36 settler and 3 officers of intelligence. 

Tuesday 10 December 99 79 settlers and 20 Jewish students were late to 
leave the Mosque for ten minutes.  
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Wednesday 11 December 109 39 settlers, 39 female Israeli soldiers, 22 Jewish 
students and nine governmental employees.

Thursday 12 December 91 52 Jewish students and 39 settlers accompanied 
by an officer from Israeli Antiquities Authority.  

Sunday 15 December 45 The storming included Talmudic rituals.

Monday 16 December 90 45 Israeli governmental employees, 15 Jewish 
students and 30 settlers.

Tuseday 17 December 216 54 Jewish students, 60 governmental employees 
and 102 settlers.

Wednesday 18 December 132 80 female soldiers, 30 Jewish students and 22 
settlers.

Thursday 19 December 166 87 Jewish students and 79 settlers.

Sunday 22 December 86 60 officers of intelligence, six Israeli governmental 
employees and 20 settlers.

Monday 23 December 306 The incursion started on Hanukkah and 
continued until the weekend.

Tuesday 24 December 211 15 settlers and officers of Israeli intelligence and 
three governmental employees.

Wednesday 25 December 152 137 Jewish students and 15 settlers stormed Al-
Aqsa Mosque in the third day of Hanukkah.

Thursday 26 December 118 The storming included Talmudic rituals.

Sunday 29 December 194 The storming included Talmudic rituals.

Monday 30 December 234 The storming included Talmudic rituals.

Tuesday 31 December 90 58 Jewish students and 31 settlers.

Total 2826

• These statistics were collected through what is published by Israeli sources, the Islamic Waqf Department and the Wadi Hilwa Information Center.
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While the Israeli army restricts Palestinian access to Al-Aqsa Mosque 

and imposes obstacles on Al-Aqsa Mosque reconstruction, it facilitates 

settlers’ incursions into it. The Israeli army aggressions and restrictions 

in Jerusalem is part of its policy of collective punishment. Such practices 

are considered a flagrant violation of worship and freedom of religion 

as well as freedom of access to worship places and performing religious 

rites guaranteed by international covenants.

This policy violates Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights which stated that, «Everyone has the right to freedom of 

thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change 

his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with 

others and in public or private,». Article 18 of the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights stresses on the same principal.

It also violates the UN International Resolution 194 issued on 11 December, 

1948, that stated the establishment of a United Nation Consolation 

Commission, inclusion of Jerusalem under a permanent international 

trusteeship and imposing protection over the holy places in Palestine 

including the access to these sites according to historical rights.        
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The Israeli army authorities issued eight removal decisions from Al-Aqsa and 

Jerusalem aimed at excluding the influential Palestinian figures from the city 

to eliminate the Palestinian existence there.

Details:

On Tuesday evening, December 3, child Majd Mohammed Zuhair Kabha, 17, 

from Barta›a village, southwest of Jenin, and Montahaa Mohammed Ammara, 

43, from Um Al-Fahm were expelled by the Israeli police from Al-Aqsa Mosque 

for two weeks after detaining them while performing prayers at the Golden Gate.

On Tuesday, December 10, the Israeli authorities expelled Al-Aqsa guard Fadi 

Elayyan for a week in addition to summoning him for investigation right 

after the end of the removal period. The Israeli forces arrested Elayyan on 

Tuesday morning from Al-Aqsa and turned him to al-Qashla police station for 

investigation.

On Sunday, December 22, the Israeli authorities expelled Nitham Rushdi abu- 

Rumoz, 38, for a week after arresting him near the Golden Gate Chapel. He 

was released and handed a removal decision. Despite of the expiration of the 

removal decision on December 29, abu-Rumoz was handed a new removal 

decision for six months.

On Monday, December 23, the Israeli authorities removed Fatemah al-Soos, 57. 

Soad Goraab, 60, Lawahith Al-Shyoukhi, 55, and Elham abu Sobah, 51, from AlAqsa 

for a week after arresting them for hours from the Golden Gate Chapel area.  

Ninth: Removals from Al-Aqsa
and Jerusalem:
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The Israeli army policy of removals from Al-Aqsa represents a violation of 

the right to worship, which was insured in the international conventions, 

and an attempt to eliminate the impact of Palestinian Islamic figures to 

facilitate the incursions and offences of the settlers. 

The continuity of the Israeli forced expulsion is a violation of Human 

Rights International conventions and against the Fourth Geneva 

Convention which bans forced expulsion and transfer of people from the 

occupied territories to another place. According to Roma Statute, the 

forced transfer is defined as a war crime and a crime against humanity.      

Settlers in Jerusalem carried out four assaults in December, including 

puncturing cars’ tires and writing racial slogans on the walls.

On Monday morning, December 9, according to the security cameras fixed on 

Palestinian houses, three settlers from the extremist «Paying the Price» group 

Tenth: Settlers’ Assaults
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from Ramat Shlomo settlement stormed Al-Dahra street, which is about 600 

meters away from their settlement in Shuafat town and punctured more than 

160 vehicles and vans in the town and inside parkings using sharp objects. 

They also wrote racial slogans on vans, streets and buildings such as «Leave… 

Arabs are enemies...» and drew a Star of David on cars.

On Thursday, December 19, a group of settlers stormed Al-Khalayleh 

neighborhood, northwest of Jerusalem, punctured Palestinian cars and wrote 

abusive racist slogans and threatened Palestinian residents. The «The Price 

Tag» group have recently repeated its attack against Palestinians and their 

properties.  

On Friday evening, December 20, hundreds of settlers closed street No. (1) 

downtown Jerusalem which leads to the neighborhood of Al-Masara and 

Sheikh Jarrah causing obstacles to people’s movement.

On Monday evening, December 30, a group of settlers threw garbage and 

uprooted trees at streets of Wadi El-Helwa neighborhood under the Israeli 

police protection.

Settlers’ aggression under protection from the Israeli army against 

Palestinians is part of a strategic plan based on discriminatory racial 

grounds that aims in the long term to expel Palestinians and steal their 

lands in favor of settlements   
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The Israeli authorities conducted four detentions against journalists as part of 

a policy of preventing Palestine TV in Jerusalem. In addition, they continued to 

restrict the Palestinian media work. 

Details:

On Friday morning, December 6, the Israeli forces raided the Good Morning 

Jerusalem program in Al-Tur/Mount of Olives and arrested program presenter 

Dana Abu Shamsia, photographer Amer Abed Rabu and the liberated prisoner 

Mohammed Al-Absi and confiscated their cameras and tools. The Palestine TV 

reporter Christine Renawi and photographer Ali Yassen have also been arrested 

while recording a live news report for the same program near Damascus Gate 

and they were taken to the Russian Compound Detention Center.  

On November 20, the Israeli Internal Security Minister Gilad Aran issued a 

decision banning the activities of Palestine TV and closed its office in Jerusalem.

On Monday, December 9, the Governor of Jerusalem Adnan Gaith was handed 

a summon for investigation at the Russian Compound Detention Center and a 

ban not to hold organizational meetings, seminars and activities in Jerusalem 

for six months nor to provide financial aid to people which was issued by the 

Internal Security Minister Gilad Aran.

Eleventh: Shutting Down Institutions 
and Restricting Public Space and Media:
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These actions reflect the Israeli policy of eliminating the existence of 

the Palestinian official institutions and character in the city in order to 

prevent any manifestation of Palestinian sovereignty and to strengthen 

the Israeli control of Jerusalem. Journalists arrests and closure of 

their institutions violate the freedom of press which is guaranteed by 

international conventions.

The Committee of Freedom at the Journalists Syndicate documented 

120 assaults in Jerusalem during 2019 among 600 other violations in the 

occupied territories. Public and media freedom restrictions are among 

the Israeli forces’ discrimination practices by imposing obstacles on 

Palestinian activities and meetings and allowing it for settlers.  
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Israeli occupation forces continue to impose a suffocating siege on Palestinian 

towns and neighborhoods in occupied Jerusalem, restricting Palestinians’ access 

to it from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. They only allow Palestinians with 

West Bank IDs, and only men above -55years old and women above -50years old 

to enter East Jerusalem without requiring prior permits, following conducting 

security check as a condition of their entry. As for the rest of Palestinians, they 

are required to obtain a special permit. The majority of Palestinians from the 

Gaza Strip are denied access to occupied Jerusalem and a very small number of 

Palestinians from Gaza are allowed in, after obtaining special permits.

The Israeli Army forces set up 13 fixed checkpoints in occupied Jerusalem and 

dozens of remote checkpoints that stop Palestinians as they pass through and 

abuse them. This month, the Euro-Med Monitor observed more than 43 remote 

checkpoints in the neighborhoods of the occupied city.

From time to time, the Israeli army raids Palestinian neighborhoods in the city, 

build roadblocks, releases indiscriminate charges, temporarily withdraws vehicle 

licenses, and closes some main streets to pedestrians and vehicles.

The most prominent harassment at checkpoints are:

On Saturday evening, December 7, the Israeli forces closed the entrances of the 

Old City causing traffic problems for hours.  

On Tuesday, December 17, the Israeli forces impeded the movement of people 

on at checkpoint at the entrance of al-Judeira village, northwest of Jerusalem, 

Twelfth: Checkpoints and 
Freedom of Movement:
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holding hundreds of cars from the afternoon to the evening and offending 

people there, according to witnesses. Eighty thousand citizens are living in the 

northwest villages of Jerusalem (15 villages). They suffer from the closure while 

Israeli authorities force Palestinians to use bypass roads that are far to reach.  

On Saturday, December 28, the Israeli forces held dozens of vehicles at the tunnel 

entrance that leads to the villages of northwest Jerusalem and allowed limited 

number of vehicles every now and then to pass.  
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Euro-Med Monitor’s field follow-up showed an escalation of the Israeli forces’ 

raids and arrests and a persistence of the policy of demolition of houses and 

installations, removals from Al-Aqsa Mosque, closure of official Palestinian 

institutions, confiscation of lands, and persecution of Palestinian Authority 

activity. Al-Aqsa Mosque incursions increased amid an attempt to impose a new 

reality including making Jewish public prayers and Talmudic rituals at Al-Aqsa 

permittable. As usual, Al-Aqsa Mosque storming increased during the Jewish 

holidays.

The Israeli army continued its violations of the right to life and physical 

integrity, practicing a policy of abuse, pressuring Jerusalemites, and imposing 

a difficult conditions on their lives in parallel with the escalation of arrests and 

the continuation of demolitions, as part of a systematic policy to impose a fait 

accompli, perpetuating the Judaization of the city, and changing its geographi 

and demographic character. 

 Therefore, Euro-Med Monitor:

Warns against Israeli plans of demolishing more residential houses and 

neighborhoods in favor of settlement projects in Jerusalem.

Warns against Israeli plans of imposing a spatial and temporal division of 

Al-Aqsa Mosque causing new conflict and violence.

Demands the United Nations to be responsible for eliminating the Israeli 

violations of Security Council resolutions and to put mechanisms in place 

against Israel breaches of international law.

Conclusion and Recommendations:
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 Demands the international community to be responsible for Palestinians 

in Jerusalem by considering them as residents of an occupied territories 

according to resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assembly and 

pursuant to the UN General Assembly Res. 181 which stated that Jerusalem 

should placed under international protection.

To eliminate discrimination between Palestinians and Israelis when it 

comes investigation, prosecution and trail.

Demands concerned international organizations to prevent the forced 

expulsion and violations of freedoms and the right of worship practiced against 

Palestinians in Jerusalem.

Demands the international community to end its silence over the Israeli 

forces’ grave violations of International Law and human rights rules.
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