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Introduction
The Israeli occupation continues to violate the rights of Palestinians in Jerusalem since the decision by US President Trump to relocate his country’s
embassy to Jerusalem in December 2017. The Israeli occupation forces continue to increase arbitrary arrests, house demolitions and displacement, as
well as re-arrest of Palestinian prisoners once they leave prison gates. Israeli settlers, accompanied by Israeli forces, also continue storming Al-Aqsa
Mosque, provoking the feelings of Muslims in the holy compound.
The Israeli occupation practices the arrest of Palestinians as a tool of punishment and intimidation without any legal or moral justification, and not
as a means of prevention. In a clear and explicit violation of the law, the
Israeli occupation subjects some prisoners to administrative detention for
six months, without charge or trial, as a form of open punishment. In an arbitrary move, administrative detention can be extended every six months.
To justify their arrest, the Israeli occupation authorities imprison Palestinians under broad charges. Such charges include ‘disrupting public order’
for merely being present at the mosque area when Israeli settlers move in.
Also, the Israeli occupation authorities carry out harsh arbitrary practices against Palestinians in Jerusalem, eventually evicting them by denying
them building permits and demolishing their homes and shops. In addition,
they impose large sums of fines on Jerusalemites when they demolish their
homes, forcing them to demolish their own homes themselves, in order to
avoid such expenses.
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Furthermore, the policy of sudden demolition without warning means that
families’ belongings are left under the rubble after demolition. At the same
time, Israel’s Jerusalem municipality has not yet issued a general organizational plan to regulate construction in East Jerusalem legally by granting
Jerusalemites construction permits.
The Israeli occupation authorities follow a racist policy in the pursuit and
arrest, trial and sentencing of Palestinians. The Public Prosecutor’s Office
intentionally refrains from arresting and interrogating Israeli citizens who
attack Palestinians or those who post hate speech on social media inciting
to kill Palestinians. On the other hand, Palestinians are criminalized, and
hundreds of children and young men are arrested under charges of ‘throwing stones.’
Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor, which monitored the violations
of the Israeli occupation in Jerusalem in December 2018, aims to highlight
the extent of the violations suffered by the Palestinians in the Holy City,
stressing all countries’ responsibility to protect Jerusalem and its residents
from the oppression of the Israeli occupation and the continuation of the
brutal attacks against Palestinians.
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1.The arbitrary arrests and removal from Al-Aqsa
Mosque
Last December witnessed several cases of arbitrary arrests, especially
during or after storming Al-Aqsa Mosque by Israeli settlers under the protection of the Israeli forces.
The most prominent arrest cases:

1.1 The arrest of a group of Jerusalemites from a Palestinian wedding
On 13 December 2018, the Israeli police carried out an arrest campaign
against 20 Jerusalemites. They raided and searched their homes, in a late
hour of the night, then they arrested and took them to the interrogation
center in Room number 4 at Almasqubiay detention center in Jerusalem.
This arrest campaign came after these young men have participated in the
wedding party of the young man Ramy al-Fakhouri from Jerusalem on 23
November 2018. The ceremony included raising Hamas flags and playing
songs supporting the movement.
Those arrested are the groom’s friends, neighbors and relatives. And
they include:
1) Saleh al-Fakhouri, 65 years old, groom’s father.
2) Murad Misk, 21, the groom’s nephew.
3) Alaa al-Fakhouri, 29, the groom’s cousin.
4) Ahmed Jaber, 22, the groom’s cousin.
5) Mourad Zghari, 37, the singer who sang at the wedding party, a wellknown Jerusalemite singer.
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6) Majed Al-Jubeh, 38, Nafez Al-Jubeh, 33, and Fadi Al-Juba, 29, the three
brothers taking part in the wedding celebration.
7) Younis Ashour, 29, and Mohammed Ashour, 24.
8) Mohammed Al-Dabbagh, 40.
9) Mohammed Hashlamoun, 20.
10) Amr Abu Arafa, 31.
11) Amer Bazlamit, 33.
12) Khader Ajlouni, 19.
13) Emad Abu Sneineh, 23.
14) Louay Nasser Aldin, 37.
15) Mahmoud Abdel Latif, 27.
16) Munir Al-Basti, 23.
17) Jihad Qus, 24.
18) Mohamed Ghoneim, 27.
19) Hamza Malhas, 24.
20) Spiritual Kalgasi, 24.
21) Ghaith Ghaith,29.
22) Shadi al-Natsheh, 29.

Some photos of the arrests in Jerusalem
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On 15 December 2018, the Israeli
police arrested the groom himself,
Ramy al-Fakhouri, 27, less than 20
days after his wedding, after they
ambushed him while riding his car
in Wadi Al-Jooz in Jerusalem.
The Israeli police released the groom’s father, after he was interrogated for
several hours. The rest of the detainees were transformed to the Magistrate’s
Court to extend their detention.
During the trial, the Israeli police claimed that Ramy al-Fakhouri married the
daughter of Mesbah Abu Sbaeh, a Palestinian who was killed by the Israeli
forces after attacking members of the Israeli special forces known as “Yassam” in El-Sheikh Jarah neighborhood in Jerusalem on October 2016. Al-Fakhouri had his wedding party on 23 November 2018, in which photos of Mesbah Abu Sbaeh were raised and songs in his praise were sung.
In addition, flags of the Hamas movement were pesent at the wedding. The Israeli police also claimed that the singer at the party sang songs that support
Hamas and Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, which are considered terrorists by
the Israeli authorities, and that those who were arrested did participate in
the festivity. The Israeli police demanded the court to extend their detention
for five days to complete the interrogation under the charge of ‘showing support for a terrorist organization’.
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After several hours in the court, the judge decided to extend the detention of 16
detainees for three days under the pretext of rising Hamas flags in the wedding,
releasing the other six detainees because there were no pictures of them.

On 16 December 2018, the Israeli police presented another request to extend
these young men detention in order to interrogate them under the same pretexts, but the judge decided to release them providing they are placed under
house arrests and paying bails due to the lack of an insufficient evidence. The
Israeli police refused that decision and filed an appeal against it before the
central court. In the next morning, the central court decided to extend their
detention till the noon hours in order to complete the interrogation, then they
were released under the same conditions.
Majed al-Joba, Mahmoud Abd Al-Latif and Emad Abo Snena were excluded from
the release order. The public prosecution presented an indictment against them
including wearing green headbands and dancing to Hamas songs.
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The public prosecution also filed an indictment against Rami al-Fakhouri,
the groom, for allegedly calling for the party, bringing the singer and raising Hamas flags.
The arrest of all these young men came after a campaign of incitement in
the Israeli media against the groom Rami Fakhouri, which began immediately after his wedding. The Israeli media released news reports, in which
they labeled the party as “the green party” and “the hate party,” and that
the participants raised the flags of what they called a terrorist organization, Hamas, and that they sang for martyr Mesbah Abu Sbeih and Hamas.
These Israeli media outlets also published the Kornet and the Tire songs,
which are sung by Murad al-Zoghari, and claimed that they support Hamas.
Al-Zoghari commented that it is a small spontaneous section that discusses
the general topics that take place in the Palestinian street. His words are:
“Hey people, listen, some people fire Kornet, and others change tires.”
The song is a comparison between Palestinian factions in Gaza versus Fatah
officials in the West Bank in mid-November. In the Gaza Strip, the Palestinian factions responded with firing Kornet missiles in response to the Israeli
strikes, while in the West Bank a video spread of a PA official changing a tire
for one of the Israeli military jeeps in Hebron.
On 20 December 2018, the Public Prosecution requested the extension of
the other three young men’s detention until the end of the trial proceedings. After deliberations, the judge decided to release them on the conditions that they should not participate in any public gatherings (public or
private gatherings), except family events, and not showing any aspect of
support to any illegal organization, as well as paying a bail of 1,500 NIS and
signing a third-party guarantee to attend the trial proceedings.
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On 21 December 2018, the Public Prosecutor’s Office demanded the extension of Rami al-Fakhouri’s detention until the end of the trial proceedings,
claiming that he was the party’s organizer. However, the court decided to release him providing paying a bail of NIS 6,000. After al-Fakhouri went to the
prisoners’ waiting rooms, an intelligence officer came to him and handed
him a six-month administrative detention order signed by the Israeli Prime
Minister, Binyamin Netanyahu, who is also in charge of the Defense Ministry.
The next day, al-Fakhouri presented to the central court in Jerusalem, and the
court decided to tighten administrative detention against him by claiming
that he is a threat to the state’s security.

It is noted in this campaign of arrests that:
1) The Israeli media is inciting against al-Fakhouri and his wife and her father,
Abu Sbeih, pressuring the Israeli police to arrest him.
2) The Israeli police conducted a very large campaign of arbitrary arrests of
more than 30 detainees in this case, knowing that such cases do not require arrest and can be investigated without resorting to harsh detention procedures.
3) The Israeli police searched the houses at night, tempered them and intimidated the children. According to the detained young man family, Hamza Malhas,
“the Israeli forces stormed his house and entered the room of his sisters without giving them time to cover and wear their headscarves.” When Hamza and
his brother Khaled objected, the police and intelligence officers assaulted them,
broke Khalid’s arm and arrest him, and pushed one of his sisters to the ground
and broke her mobile phone because she was trying to film the soldiers beating
her brothers. All of this is in order not to leave any evidence that condemns
them of assaulting and beating.”
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4) Arresting the groom’s father, an elderly man aged 65 years old, suffering
from multiple diseases, at the late dawn hours. He has a very poor eyesight, a
was interrogated for long hours about his son and his marriage to the daughter
of martyr Mesbah Abu Sbeih.
5) Arresting the groom, Rami al-Fakhouri, less than 3 weeks after his wedding,
and the prosecution actions which came in order to harass his family and spoil
their joy. The administrative detention order was not handed over to him after
his release to kill his joy and that of his family. According to Saleh al-Fakhouri, his
wife was transferred to the hospital on the same night because of her collapse
due to repressive and arbitrary measures taken against the family and their son.
6) Racial discrimination between Palestinians and Israelis in the investigation,
prosecution and prosecution procedures: The defense team raised another case
concerning the wedding party of an Israeli extremist party, known as the “Hatred
Party,” which was held on December 2015, in which the settlers raised photos of
Dawabsha family and dummy bears with a picture of the child Ali Al-Dawabsha,
the only survivor of the burning which was carried out by the settlers against
his family. They danced and raised their knives, stabbed the picture, raised their
weapons and Molotov cocktails and sang inciting songs including “the mosque –
Al-Aqsa Mosque – shall be burned, the mosque shall be demolished, the mosque
shall be blown.” In the settlers’ case, the police interrogated the groom and seven others. The courts did not extend their detention in the same way as it did in
the case of al-Fakhouri wedding, although what happened at the settlers’ party
is an explicit incitement. The prosecution did not indict them except 10 months
after the wedding and following their release, unlike the detainees in al-Fakhouri
case, who were directly charged.
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7) Arbitrary and oppressive measures are more severe in these arrests, especially when the Israeli police do not consider the special circumstances of some
of the detainees. The occupation almost denied Fadi al-Jubeh and his family the
moments of joy, preventing him from celebrating the birth of his first son. The
same applies to the young man Mahmud ‘Abd al-Latif, whose wedding party was
only one week before his release. The prosecution’s insisted on detaining him
and not releasing him for the wedding party. This shows how harsh his detention was, which extended to harm his wife’s family.
8) The use of administrative detention as a tool to avenge and punish Palestinians. In this case, it is clear that the administrative detention was motivated by
reprisal and harassment against the groom, Rami al-Fakhouri, and not for any
other reason. “I have been subjected to several investigations and summons by
the intelligence services in the past months, and all of them threatened me that
my marriage from Abu Sbeih’s daughter will not come to the light and that they
will prevent the wedding by all possible means, and that is what happened to
me,” he said.
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The detention of Rami al-Fakhouri and administrative detention in general: A legal perspective
Administrative detention is a restrictive procedure of freedom by its very
nature, it is a cruel and discarded procedure all over the world, since it is
not based on a specific indictment of the detainee and denies the presumption of innocence, because defense assets are almost non-existent, especially
since the detainee faces a classified file that nobody can access. This prevents him from defending himself, as there is no defense without clear information. This makes the judicial body ratifies the arrest warrant as a standard
procedure.
It should be noted that these arrests are part of the policy of violations of
the rights of Jerusalem citizens that the Israeli occupation continues to exercise. It is also noted that the occupation practices this detention as a tool
of punishment, not as a means of prevention as the law assumes. In the case
of Rami Al-Fakhouri, administrative detention is legally invalid; an administrative detention order cannot be issued against any person as long as there is
an indictment sheet submitted against him including all charges he has been
investigated for.
This detention was the second one for the two grooms: Rami Al-Fakhouri and
Mahmoud Abd Al-Latif in less than a month. They were also arrested on 13
November 2018 due to the escalation in Gaza Strip. Most of the young men
who had been detained in this campaign are always subject to repeated arbitrary arrests.
Although Israel rejects the applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention to
the Palestinian territories, which is contrary to most international human
rights organizations such as the United Nations,
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at the same time, it claims to issue administrative detention orders based
on articles 42 and 78 of the Convention that allows the occupying power to
detain civilians for “imperative reasons of security” or in the case that the
security of the occupying power “absolutely” requires such action.

While the articles emphasize that such detention should be exceptional, it
should only be resorted to if there are imperative reasons of security or,
if the security of the Occupying Power absolutely required that. While the
ICRC, in its commentary on article 78 states that “Preserving the exceptional
nature of this article, “the Israeli occupation authorities use this detention
very broadly, to restrict often peaceful political activities and to suppress any
opposition to its occupation policies.

International law also sets standards that cannot be violated when an arrest is carried out, and that are part of customary international law, which
should not be violated in any way, otherwise, detention would be arbitrary.
One of these standards is to inform the person of the justifiable reasons for
his arrest, as a matter of urgency and in a language he understands. The trial
should be conducted before an independent, impartial and legally constituted court. The innocence of the person should be presumed until proved
otherwise. A detainee should be given fundamental rights to defense. Any
arrest outside the above-mentioned rules is considered an arbitrary and illegal detention.
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Israel violates all these standards by its practices of administrative detention.
The administrative detention order is issued without informing the detainee
of his detention. It does not rely on a certain charge or a clear evidence, and
it is based on secret charges. The detainee and his lawyers are not allowed to
access the profile of the case on the basis of the confidentiality of such information, which violates the detainee’s right to defense. It means that a person
may be held in administrative detention without evidence or trial on the basis
of secret intelligence information that he poses a security risk.
The nature of these allegations is known only by certain parties: The General Security Department (Shabak), which provides information and security
materials, the military commander who signs the arrest warrant, the military
prosecutor, who is an adviser and representative to the commander of the
military forces, the military judge, who is expected to undertake a “judicial
review” of the judgment. This circle, which is tightly closed, does not reveal
clear information, does not allow the detainee to defend himself, exempts
the plaintiff from providing a proof, and prevents pronouncing a reasonable
decision by the judge.

1.2 The freed prisoners Alaa Al-Karaki and Anas Derbas
On 27 December 2018, Al-Karaki, 38 years old, was about to be given his freedom back. He was arrested on 28 December 2002 and was sentenced to 16
years in Israeli prisons.
When he left the prison gates, Israeli intelligence agents arrested him again
and took him to an investigation center, Room 4, at the Maskoubiya detention
center in Jerusalem.
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After the occupation spoiled the happiness of the freed prisoner and his family, they released him several hours on the condition that no Palestinian flags
or banners belonging to Palestinian parties will be raised and no ceremonial
celebrations will be held.
Police officers and interrogators re-arrested
the freed prisoner Anas Ali Derbas, 18, from
Al-Issawiya town, on 18 December 2018, after
he was being released from prison where he
was detained for 8 months. Upon his arrival
at the entrance of the town, he was arrested
again along with his brother and his 60-yearold father, and five other young men who took
part in the reception. They are: Saeb Derbas,
Mohammed Amjad Derbas, Mahmoud Abed
Mahmoud, Majed Bashir, and Karim Attia. After being brought before to the court the next
day, they were released on condition of paying
a bail of 500 NIS each.
Last November, the re-arrest of Jerusalemite prisoners have been repeated
upon release from prison after the end of their sentence, where the intelligence agents go to prison and re-arrest the prisoner immediately after leaving
prison. This happened in several cases, such as: Mahmoud Abdel Al-Latif, Rami
Al-Fakhouri, Adnan al-Rajabi, Mahmoud Jaber, Sbeih Abu Sbeih, Ezz eldin Abu
Sbeih and Yacoub Abu Assab.
These arrests by the Israeli occupation forces are illegal, since they are not
based on a warrant, nor are they based on any real charge against the freed
prisoner, since they barely leave the prison.
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All investigation and trial procedures carried out by the occupation against
these people are merely formalities. The occupation aims at re-arresting
these freed prisoners to prevent the establishment of any public manifestation in Jerusalem and in order to impose conditions for releasing them by the
court such as house arrest, deportation from the city of Jerusalem, banning
ceremonial manifestations, or holding Palestinian flags.
The Israeli occupation focuses on the prosecution and criminalization of any
Palestinian identity expression or popular celebrations in the city of Jerusalem,
as the celebrations held in the reception of these freed prisoners include raising Palestinian flags and singing national songs and slogans. Thus, the occupation is trying to prevent such national manifestations in the city of Jerusalem
by re-arresting prisoners and imposing conditions that prevent them from
holding such activities, even though these ceremonies are legal and legitimate
and do not constitute any crime.
Finally, we note that such arrests go beyond being illegal and are even described as inhumane. The occupation, by its arbitrary measures, deprives the
prisoner, his family and his relatives of enjoying the moments of joy after the
end of their prison term, to turn this happiness into arrest, terror and fear
against the prisoner who has been waiting for this moment of being released
from captivity, targeting his family, wife and children, without any legal pretext.

1.3 A large-scale arrest campaign in the town of Issawiya in Jerusalem
The Israeli police launched a large-scale arrest campaign in the town of Issawiya on 19 December 2018, in which large numbers of Israeli officers participated in the campaign, imposing a security cordon and shutting down the town,
supported by a helicopter.

18

According to the head of the committee of the prisoner’s families in Jerusalem, Amjad Abu Assab, about 15 prisoners were arrested from the town
of Al-Issawiya:
1- Mohammed Aziz Obaid.
2 - Rami Ismat Obaid.
3 -Abed Khaled Na’aji.
4 - Taha Ayesh Obaid.
5 - Karam Mohammed Alyan.
6- Mohammed Sultan Obaid.
7-Zaki Sultan Obaid.8- Saber Shaaban Obaid.
9- Saleh Abu Assab.
10- Mohammed Marai Derbas.
11-Qasem Mounir Derbas.
12 - Mohammed Ahmed Abu Realah.
13- Ayoub Naeem Hamdan.
14- Haroun Mohammed Moheisen.
15- Qusay Jamal Mesbah Abu Ali.
While four others were handed summonses for investigation: Mohammed
Jamal Mahmoud, Mansour Mohammed Mahmoud, Mohammed Ali Ahmed
Shehadeh Obaid, and Yazen Bassam Obaid.
According to the official spokesman of the Israeli police in Jerusalem, the arrest of more than 31 in the town of Issawiya in Jerusalem, came under “Campaign 700”, which began Tuesday after arresting the freed prisoner Anas
Derbas, along with eight others who were welcoming him in Issawiya. The
next day, the police arrested 23 others for participating in demonstrations,
throwing stones and firecrackers, some on charges of selling fuel through
unlicensed gas stations. The gas and other materials had been confiscated
from these stations.

19

“This is a direct continuation of the arrests in East Jerusalem in recent months
in order to prevent incitement and acts of violence and create a normal life
for the entire population of Jerusalem,” the police said.
It should be noted that the monitoring of these campaigns of arbitrary arrests over the past months shows that they aim to repress the Palestinians
in Jerusalem, without any pretext or legal reason, as part of the imposition of
full Israeli sovereignty over Jerusalem and the policy of collective punishment
to intimidate and prevent them from carrying out any national activities in
the city.

1.4 Arrests from the Golden Gate area at Al-Aqsa Mosque
Last December 2018 witnessed several cases of arbitrary arrests, deportations from Al-Aqsa Mosque, harassment of worshipers, and a large number of
settlers breaking into Al-Aqsa under the protection of the occupation forces,
besides committing religious violations and provoking the Muslim worshipers.
The settlers’ incursions into Al-Aqsa Mosque for the year 2018 exceeded to
25,000, an increase of 70% compared to 2016, according to the information
officer of the Islamic Waqf Department in Jerusalem Firas al-Debs.
The Israeli police stormed the Dome of the Rock on 11 December 2018 and
prevented Al-Awqaf employees from cleaning the mosque. This is considered
a tightening and interference in the work of Al-Awqaf employees and the role
of Al-Awqaf at Al-Aqsa Mosque.
The following are the most prominent cases of arrests that took place inside
the Al-Aqsa Mosque and its courtyards during the month of December 2018:

20

The Israeli police stormed the Dome of the Rock on 11 December 2018 and
prevented Al-Awqaf employees from cleaning the mosque. This is considered a tightening and interference in the work of Al-Awqaf employees and
the role of Al-Awqaf at Al-Aqsa Mosque.
The following are the most prominent cases of arrests that took place
inside the Al-Aqsa Mosque and its courtyards during the month of December 2018:

Mrs. Jihad Al-Razzem and Safa Shehadeh

On 16 December 2018, Jihad
Al-Razzem and Safa Shehadeh
were arrested on their way out
of Cotton Merchants Gate, one
of Al-Aqsa gates. They were taken to Al-Qishla police station for
investigating under the pretext
of “disrupting public order.”
Jihad Al-Razzem spoke of what happned to her:

“On 16 December 2018, I went to pray at Al-Aqsa Mosque, and when I
entered the Cotton Merchants Gate, a policeman asked me to hand over
my ID and I gave it to him and entered the mosque, and then I wandered
through the area of the Golden Gate and its yards. When I was there, a
policeman asked for my identity, I said that it is with the policeman in
the Council Gate, and then het let me go.”
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“After about an hour, I got out of the Cotton Merchants Gate, and they arrested
me and my friend Safa. We were taken to Al-Qishla police station at Jaffa Gate.
There I was charged with disturbing the public order because of my presence
at the Golden Gate during the settlers’ incursion into Al-Aqsa Mosque, even
though I did not approach them and did nothing. After the end of the investigation, they deported me from Al-Aqsa Mosque for 15 days.”
The young man Nizam Abu Rmouz

In addition, the Israeli police forces arrested Nizam Abu Rmouz on 23 December 2018 from the Golden Gate area at Al-Aqsa Mosque. He was charged with
“disrupting the public order” because of his presence at the Golden Gate area
during the settlers’ incursions. After he was investigated, they released him
on the condition of being deported from Al-Aqsa Mosque for 15 days and signing a bail of 2,500 NIS. It is worth mentioning that the young man Abu Rmouz
was arrested and deported more than once because of his presence at Al-Aqsa
Mosque.
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In legal terms, the Israeli occupation continues to violate the Palestinians’ right
to freedom of worship by preventing them from reaching Al-Aqsa Mosque. The
Israeli forces also arrest everyone in the mosque during the settlers’ invasions,
especially in the Golden Gate area, without commeting any unlawful act. Being
there at that time and place is a crime of “public order disturbances” according to the occupation
.
The occupation did not only do so but has even gone so far as to arrest women
under this charge, which clearly demonstrates the political aim of intimidating
individuals and using collective punishment in order to pass implicit policies.
As for arrests in the Golden Gate area, we refer to these legal violations:
1) The law does not criminalize the presence of any Palestinian person in the
Golden Gate area, as long as he/she has not committed any unlawful act, even
if this presence does not appeal to the occupation authorities or settlers, as
it is not related to the wishes of anyone, and it provided in texts of law. Thus,
the arrest of any person on this charge is arbitrary, which is in itself a crime
of unjust detention.
2) The law makes arrest and detention exceptional, which should be resorted
to only as a last choice. Consequently, these arrests are unlawful and involve
a kind of intimidation and collective punishment. They can be replaced by
summons in the most extreme cases.

2. Policy of home raids and detentions at checkpoint
23

On Saturday, 1st of December 2018, Israeli occupation forces raided the house
of Mahmoud ‘Issa al-Jabarin, 29, in al-Salam neighborhood, northern of occupied Jerusalem, and destroyed some of its contents. They arrested the owner
of the house, who works for the Palestinian Intelligence Service, before they
left.
On Tuesday, 4th of December, in the town of Hizma, northeast of the occupied
Jerusalem, Israeli occupation forces raided and searched a number of Palestinian houses. Then they arrested four civilians: Mohammed Thaer Ali Abu
Khalil, 19, Abd al-Rahman Usama al-Khatib, 26, Assem Nassif Sa’id, 23, and Jaber
Ahmad Salah al-Din, 22.
Three days later, on Friday, 7th of December, Israeli occupation forces invaded Hizma again, targeting the house of Mr. Ammar Abed Rabbo al-Khatib, 20.
They searched the house, and arrested him.
On Sunday, 9th of December, Israeli occupation forces raided and searched
houses in Silwan, to the south of the old city of Jerusalem. They arrested two
children: Ahmad Iyad al-Rajabi, 13, and Mahdi Hamza Jaber, 15.
On Monday, 10th of December, Israeli occupation forces raided a number of
Palestinian neighborhoods and towns, and arrested a number of Palestinians:
Anwar Mohammed Salah Eddin, 21, from Hizma, Ibrahim Mohammed Derbas
23, Mohammed Suhaib Muheisen, 19, Wadiea Tawfiq Abu al-Homus, 21, Majd
Mohammed Mousa Darwish, 28, Anas Khaled Darwish, 22, Abdul Qader Dari, 19,
Anas Ali Abu Asab, 18, and Yousef al-Kiswani, 20, all from al-Isawiya, northeast
of occupied Jerusalem. They also arrested Majed Mohammed ‘Awais, 25, from
Ras al-Amud neighborhood, and Samer Hussam Abu Eisha, 31, from Wadi al-Joz
neighborhood, east of the old town. On the same day, Israeli occupation forces raided a number of Palestinian houses in the town of Jabel Mukaber. They
arrested Khaled Ibrahim Zidan, 20, and Mohammed Thaer Alian, 19.
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Four days later, on 14th of December, the Israeli occupation forces invaded
al-Isawiya again. They raided a number of Palestinian houses and arrested
3 people, including a child: Mohammed Sami Anwar Obeid, 14, Mohammed
Musa Abu al-Homus, and Mohammed Ashraf Abu al-Homus. On the same day,
Israeli occupation forces raided and searched a house belonging to the family of child Mohammed Fayez al-Rajabi, 16, in Batan al-Hawa neighborhood in
Silwan, southern of occupied Jerusalem. They arrested and interrogated him
at the Post Police Station, on charges of throwing stones. Six hours after his
arrest, they released him and imposed a five-day sentence of house arrest on
him.
On Thursday, 20th of December, Israeli occupation forces invaded Isawiya.
They raided and searched a number of houses in the village and arrested
Ra’fat Tariq al-Issawi, his son Fadi, and Ahmad Abu Armeileh. On the same
day, Israeli occupation forces raided the house of the family of the prisoner
Muhammad Salah al-Din in Hizma, and arrested his mother, Kifah Salah al-Din.
On Tuesday, 25th of December, Israeli occupation forces raided a number of
houses in At-Tur village, east of occupied Jerusalem. They arrested seven people: Thaer Abu Sbitan, Amir Khwais, Yousef Abu al-Hawa, Muhannad Ahmad
Khwais, Mohammed Naji Abu Jumaa, Muhammad Ali Abu Ghannam, Karam
Oweisat and Yusuf Abu Laban. On the same day, they raided the houses of the
family of Omar Saleh Abu Dheim in the town of Jabel Mukaber. On the same
day, the Israeli occupation forces raided the house of Nidal Da’na’s family
in Shu’fat camp, northern of Jerusalem and arrested him immediately. The
following day, Israeli forces raided 3 houses belonging to the al-Rajabi family,
in Batan al-Hawa neighborhood. They arrested 3 civilians, including two children: Ahmad Iyad al-Rajabi, 13, Hamza Zuhair al-Rajabi, 16, and Yousef Maher
al-Rajabi, 20, on charges of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails.
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Arresting Palestinians at military checkpoints
On Sunday evening, 2nd of December 2018, Israeli occupation forces at the Hizma military checkpoint, northeast of Jerusalem, arrested Mahmoud Ibrahim
al-Sheikh, 32, of Fatah movement in Shu’fat Camp, and took him to an unknown
place.
On 20th of December 2018, the Israeli forces arrested Malek Muhaisen, from
Isawiya, at Shu’fat Camp’s checkpoint, northern of occupied Jerusalem, and
took him to a police station in the city.

3.Cases of houses demolitions and denying building permits
The Israeli occupation authorities practice an arbitrary and brutal policy
against Palestinians in Jerusalem in relation to house construction. They seek
to expel them by denying them building permits and demolishing their homes
and shops.
In 2018, Israeli occupation authorities demolished 68 residential homes and
178 commercial facilities. Moreover, they threatened to demolish more
than 125 houses and commercial facilities in Jerusalem, according to statistics by Abdullah al-Hourani Center for studies and documentation.
Furthermore, the number of demolished houses by orders of the Israeli
municipality and courts reached about 57, 10 of which were self-demolished
by their owners. Subsequently, more than 144 people were evicted from
their homes due to the demolitions, according to statistics published by
B’TSELEM (The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights).
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During December 2018, the Israeli occupation municipality in Jerusalem continued to demolish and distribute demolition threats to several properties inhabited by Palestinian citizens in Jerusalem, under the pretext of building without
permits. This campaign included the demolition of several houses and shops in
Beit Hanina, Jabel Mukaber and Silwan.

This report highlights a number of these cases:

3.1 Demolition of Siam family house in Silwan
One 3rd of December 2018, the Israeli municipality forced Ahmed Siam, a resident of Jerusalem, to demolish a number of his properties, which has been
built two years ago in Silwan, under the pretext of building without obtaining
building permits. They are a storeroom, a privet parking for his vehicle and a
staircase near his house.
Siam explained that the municipality gave him 48 hours to self-demolish his
properties, threatening him that if he did not implement the decision, they will
demolish it and force him to pay all costs.

3.2 Demolition of a shop in Beit Hanina
On the morning of Tuesday 4th of December, Israeli bulldozers demolished a
building materials shop owned by Ahmed Shukayrat, located in Wadi al-Dam
neighborhood in Beit Hanina, under the pretext of building without a legal
permit.
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“I built this shop about two years ago. It is a shop of building materials on an
area of about 3 dunams,” said Ahmed Shukayrat. “I was surprised by a group of
police and bulldozers who prevented everyone from entering. They confiscated goods including some equipment, building materials and machines. They
also confiscated papers and files, all without warning.”
“I tried to get a lawyer to stop the demolition but to no avail. The Israeli bulldozers started to demolish the commercial facility and confiscated its contents,” Shukayrat added. The loss is estimated at approximately NIS 700,000
(about $190,000).
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3.3 Demolition of Abu Dwaih family house in Jabel Mukaber
On Tuesday morning 4th of December, Israeli occupation forces \demolished
the house of Naim Abu Dwaih in al-Sala’a neighborhood in Jabel Mukaber,
without warning, under the pretext of building without a permit.
Abu Dwaih built his house about two and a half months ago. The municipality
immediately issued a decision to demolish it. He tried to postpone the decision and started the licensing procedures, which the municipality does not
usually grant to the Palestinians. However, the municipality refused, and issued a decision to self-demolish the house, which was what by Abu Dwaih did.
Before completing the demolition, he was surprised by the municipal staff
who came to demolish the house. Thus, His 12-member family was displaced
after waiting for too long to live in the new house.
It is noteworthy that the occupation municipality had demolished a commercial facility for Abu Dwaih under the same pretext in the beginning of 2018,
which is construction without a permit.

3.4 Demolition of Mohammed Abu Tair’s home in Sur Baher
On 4th of December, the Israeli occupation forces demolished a house belonging to Mohammed Hussein Abu Tair in Wad al-Homs neighborhood in
the village of Sur Baher, southern of occupied Jerusalem, under the pretext of
building without a permit near the Apartheid (Separation) Wall. Abu Tair had
just finished preparing his house, to be surprised by the Israeli occupation
forces demolishing it without warning, or even without allowing the family to
get to the house and remove the furniture.
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3.5 Demolition of Abu ‘Hashima family home in Silwan
On Sunday morning, 9 December 2018, the two brothers, Murad and Jawhar
Abu Hashima demolished their houses, located in Wadi Qaddum neighborhood
in Silwan, after they received a demolition order issued by the occupation municipality and the Municipal Court on the pretext of building without a permit.

“We built the houses more than 20 years
ago, with an area of about 140 square meters,” said Murad Hashima. “My brother
and I lived here with our 14 children. We
have paid fines and violations to the Israeli occupation courts of approximately
NIS 160,000, and we tried hard to obtain
a building permit from the municipality of
the occupation, but to no avail.

He added: “In the end, we had to carry out the demolition ourselves after
the Israeli municipality granted us until December 10 to do so. Otherwise, the
municipality will demolish it and force us to pay for the demolition and the
soldiers accompanying it, where this will cost about NIS 60,000 and an imprisonment for three months.”

Abu Hashima said that they have emptied the contents of the house several
days before the demolition. Now, they are in the open air in winter without a
house or a shelter. Abu Hashima described how he and his family and children
felt when they had to leave the house with tears in their eyes.
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It is worth mentioning that the occupation municipality is imposing huge fines
on Jerusalemites when they demolish their houses, forcing them to demolish
their houses to avoid imposing such expenses on them.

3.6 Demolishing a garage for Dawla family in Beit Hanina
On Wednesday morning 12 Dec. 2018, the Israeli bulldozers demolished a garage belonging to Anwar Dawla in Beit Hanina on the ground that it was built
without a permit. The Israeli occupation forces surrounded the house and prevented citizens as well as press crews from reaching the area.
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Dawla said: “Since 2015, I have made an additional minor expansion in my house
of about 30 square meters, where I built a garage. I received a demolition notice from the Jerusalem Municipality and was brought to trial. I obtained a
decision from the Supreme Court to freeze the demolition order, which the
municipal court ignored and demolished the garage nonetheless.”

3.7 Demolishing a residential room for Mohamed Qara’een in Jabal
al-Mukaber
On Sunday 16 Dec. 2018, the Israeli occupation authorities forced Yusef Mohamed Qara’een to demolish a room he had built for his wife and himself in alFaruq Neighborhood in Jabal al-Mukaber village, south of occupied Jerusalem.

3.8 Demolishing Akil family house in Jabal al-Mukaber

The Israeli bulldozers demolished on Tuesday morning, 18 Dec. 2018, a residential
building consisting of two furnished apartments in al-Faruq Neighborhood in Jabal
al-Mukaber, south of Jerusalem, under the
pretext of building without a permit.
The building is owned by Amin Akil, a breadwinner of a 13-member family. In
his comment on the demolition, he said: “The residential building is about 190
square meters, which makes up two apartments, located in al-Faruq Neighborhood in Jabal al-Mukaber. I tried to obtain a building permit several times but
to no avail. Once the Municipality employee came to the place, he said this
building must be demolished, and that did happen during Passover.”

32

“Then we went to a lawyer to try to get a building permit. We first went to the
municipal court, which refused to cancel the order. After that, we appealed the
decision before the central and supreme courts, both also refused to revoke
the order. The demolition took place two days after the date sat by the municipality which was on Sunday, 16 Dec. 2018. We tried in several ways to postpone
the demolition or substitute it with a fine or something, but the municipality
refused anyway.”

Legal commentary on demolitions
It can be said that the measures taken by the Israeli occupation and its Jerusalem municipality are a flagrant violation of international law, including the
right of Jerusalemites’ to a life of dignity, and is a form of racial discrimination
against them.
Jerusalem, on the one hand, is governed by the UN General Assembly’s Resolution 181 setting out the partition plan and affirming Jerusalem’s status as falling under international protection, not Israel’s protection. Even in accordance
with the subsequent UN resolutions issued by various UN bodies, including the
Security Council and the General Assembly, East Jerusalem is an occupied territory, and the presence of the Israeli authorities there, as an occupying power,
is illegal.
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It is understood that it is the duty of the occupying power, in accordance with
the Fourth Geneva Convention, to manage the areas under its control, dictated by the interests of the population under occupation. It is certain that
preventing Palestinians from building new homes for themselves and their
children over the past decades is an arbitrary act that conflicts with their interests, especially as it is accompanied by allowing Israelis to build in the Holy
City and even providing all means of support and encouragement.
The Israeli authorities also violate Palestinians’ rights to their land by depriving
them of building new homes, thus forcing them to emigrate. It also represents
an arbitrary act of discrimination and encouraging building settlements prohibited under international humanitarian law.
Moreover, Israel’s Jerusalem Municipality has not yet issued a general organizational plan to regulate construction in East Jerusalem, and thus allowing
residents to obtain building permits. Although the demographic increase in
population clearly necessitates regulating housing for present and future
generations, the Jerusalem Municipality intentionally refrains from issuing detailed building plans to regulate and meet the legal housing needs of the living
generations in East Jerusalem. Palestinians’ unlicensed buildings are a means
of survival in their land.
Although Israeli courts do not accept this right, deciding that construction
without a permit is not permissible in all cases, and thus supporting demolition orders. In most cases, courts only pass ineffective notes to the municipalities to regulate building schemes in East Jerusalem. The International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights contradicts this, because it
is one of the basic duties of the State, and it is carried out only in the Jewish neighborhoods and areas in a racist move that shows Israel’s failure to
perform its duties in the organization of a detailed plan for construction in
East Jerusalem.
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Instead of punishing families for merely trying their best to survive in their
own lands, Israel should be held responsible for its inexcusable violations of
international law and the rights of Palestinians living under its occupation.
We would like to refer to the gravity of the actions taken by the occupation
authorities regarding the policy of sudden demolition without warning, as
families’ belongings and property are lost under the rubble. Israel’s measures
in relation to forcing residents to demolish their own homes to avoid the loss
incurred by the demolition itself as well as threatening to imprison them under the pretext of violating the orders of the court.

4. Cases of assault by beating and assaults on
ethnic background
4.1 Jerusalem resident Nidal al-Faqih as an example
Nidal al-Faqih, 39, from Shu’fat refugee camp, was injured on 14 Dec. 2018
when he was driving a bus from Jerusalem to a nearby Israeli settlement after
he was attacked by a group of settlers. He was injured and bruised in the back,
foot, eye and the rest of his body.

Al-Faqih said in his testimony to Euro-Med’s team: “I have been working as a
bus driver for more than five years at an Israeli company called “Kavim.” I was
assaulted after the passengers left the bus. I was driving the bus by myself to
the station when a settler stood in the middle of the road. I told him to step
aside, but he insulted me because I am an Arab and spit on me.”
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“I ignored him and completed my journey. He followed me and opened the side
door of the bus. He entered with another settler inside and attacked me with
sharp tools. Then another driver came to help me, and then I found more than
ten settlers attacking me, causing bruises in my back and legs and wounding
my eye.”

Al-Faqih said he called the police before the two settlers got on the bus and
told them that they had an intention to assault him. “I asked them to come
quickly, but they procrastinated, and it took them so long to get to me. The
ambulance was also delayed. As soon as the police car arrived, they stopped
the ambulance and interrogated me, asking about what happened. They took
my name and my phone number.”
Al-Faqih said he would not continue to work with the Israeli bus company, because it does not protect its employees, noting that despite the presence of
250 Arab workers in the company, they are not protected.
Settler attacks on Palestinians in Jerusalem are ongoing and frequent, with
more than 3 cases recorded weekly.
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It is worth noting that the Israeli police arrested one of the settlers on 16 Dec.
2018, two days after the attack. When he was presented to the Magistrate’s
Court the following day, the court decided to release him and transfer him to
house arrest for only 4 days. The imprisonment was deemed illegal, and the
assault was not recorded as a quarrel between drivers, rather than a hate assault.
The following day, when the settler was present at the Jerusalem District Court,
the District Court Judge decided to extend the detention of the settler for only
one day, in order to have him confront the injured driver.
The attack on Nidal al-Faqih is considered an aggravated offense according to
the provisions of law because it was carried out with sharp tools and involved
more than one person and with racist motives. In addition to the assault on
the driver inside the bus, the driver and the pedestrians were put at risk.
Nevertheless, racial discrimination in the trial and prosecution proceedings is
clearly evident in this case. The Israeli courts have detained Palestinian children for several months on charges of throwing stones at any Israeli driver
or bus, even if no one is injured or was at risk. Meanwhile, when the driver
Nidal al-Faqih almost lost his eye and suffered severe harm, his attacker was
released almost on the spot.

4.2 Settler attacks and assault on cars and homes of Palestinian residents in Beit Hanina
On December 19, 2018, late at night, a group of extremist settlers attacked
Palestinian houses in al-Gharabla Neighborhood in Beit Hanina, next to the
settlement of Pisgat Ze’ev,
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and damaged more than 20 vehicles owned by Palestinian residents. They also
wrote racist and hate slogans on walls calling for revenge against the Palestinians. These slogans include: “Death to Killers,” “we do not sleep when the name
of the Lord is violated,” and “I do not sleep when the blood is shed here.”

It is worth mentioning that these attacks are repeated by settlers with clear
racist motives, as they seek revenge, intimidation and displacement against
Palestinians living near their illegal settlement of Pisgat Ze’ev. We also note
that the policies of discrimination and procrastination by the occupation authorities, relating to protection against these settlers, necessarily lead to continued suffering without an end to their plight.
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5. The racist laws and grave judicial judgements
5.1 The law of abolishing the reduction of one third of the penalty for
security prisoners
In its session held on 11 Dec. 2018, the Israeli Knesset voted in its first reading
on a bill to cancel the reduction of one-third of the sentence of the Palestinian
prisoners, where 57 MPs voted in favor and 17 voted against.
The bill was submitted by the right-wing Yisrael Beiteinu party (Lieberman’s
party), an amendment to the Anti-Terrorism Law, which calls for the abolition
of the Israel Prison Service’s release committee of its jurisdiction in the cases
of Palestinian political prisoners convicted of “murder or attempted murder.”

The explanatory memorandum of the law states:
The terrorist attacks that have been launched since September 2015 and continue to date require increased public deterrence in the face of terrorism.
Undoubtedly, the abolition of the opportunity to reduce the sentence would
be a more powerful and effective deterrent than the current legal situation
that allows ‘saboteurs’ who killed Jews to be released before serving their full
sentence. The suggestion is that persons convicted of terrorist and security
crimes will not be granted the possibility of parole and will not be entitled to a
one-third reduction in the sentence of imprisonment imposed on them.
It should be noted that Palestinian security prisoners are not given any reduction in periods of imprisonment imposed on them except in rare and simple
cases, including in cases of lesser gravity, such as those related to popular protests and others. However, this law is added to a series of racist laws enacted
by the Israeli occupation.
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5.2 The law of expulsion of ‘saboteurs’ (or activists):
In its session held on 19 Dec. 2018, the Israeli Knesset decided to approve the
preliminary reading on a proposed law to expel and deport the families of the
‘saboteurs.’ 59 MPs voted in favor, while 38 others opposed it. During this session, Ahmad al-Tibi, Jamal Zahalka and Mas’ud Ghanayem, MPs of the Arab List
participating in the Knesset (Israeli Parliament) were expelled.
The draft law proposes authorizing the military commander of the Israeli
army to issue an order to expel families of ‘terrorists’ who committed or
initiated a terrorist act from the place of residence of the family to another place in the West Bank within seven days of the attack. The draft law
states as an objective creating public deterrence, reducing the number of
attacks and preserving life.
Indeed, this law represents a formidable arbitrary image of state practice. It
represents a form of collective punishment prohibited by the Fourth Geneva
Convention, which is a war crime under the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court. Under this law, the IDF will have the power to expel the families
of Palestinians who perpetrate attacks against Israelis and the Israeli army.
This punishment contravenes a fundamental principle of penal law in the
world, namely, the principle of corporal punishment and non-infringement.
It should be noted that even the Israeli Attorney General criticized the draft
law, in view of the flagrant violation of the freedom and property of the families of these persons.

5.3 Sentencing Palestinian female prisoner Susan Abu Ghannam to 11
months in jail
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On August 16, 2018, the Magistrate’s court in Jerusalem sentenced the Palestinian prisoner Susan Abu Ghannam, 39, to 11 months in jail for incitement and
supporting terrorist organizations by posting on her Facebook page.
On August 5, 2018, Abu Ghannam was arrested from her home in Jerusalem
after it was raided and searched.
Abu Ghannam is the mother of Mohammed Abu Ghannam, who was killed on
21 June 2017 during the popular demonstrations protesting the erection of
electronic gates by Israel on the gates of al-Aqsa Mosque. His body was buried
without his family bidding him farewell for fear that the Israeli forces would
keep his body in a morgue.
The Israeli police extended the detention of Abu Ghannam and interrogated
her for 8 consecutive days at the al-Maskoubiya detention center in Jerusalem
on charges of supporting terrorist organizations and inciting violence through
her personal Facebook and Instagram pages.
On 13 August, the Israeli Public Prosecution issued an indictment against Abu
Ghannam claiming that she had published more than 40 ‘pro-terrorist’
posts in recent years. She remained in custody pending this judgment.

Among the publications presented in the indictment are the following:
On 5 Jan. 2017, a photograph of Yahya Ayyash, a Hamas figure, was posted. She
wrote words praising him.
On 14 July 2018, she wrote a post praising Hamas’ Al-Qassam Brigades.
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On March 22, 2018, she posted a photo of Ahmed Yassin, the founder of Hamas,
also praising him.
On 28 Feb. 2018, after the victory of the Islamic bloc of Hamas in the elections
of Birzeit University, she wrote: “Birzeit University is the most loyal to the martyrs.”
In its decision, the court focused on the fact that Abu Ghannam’s account on
Facebook was banned by Facebook itself on 9 May 2018 because of her posts,
and that she opened a new account after the first one was banned. Her posts
were open to 3,242 friends on her first account, and to 2,361 friends on her
second account.
Abu Ghannam was eventually sentenced to 11 months in prison, plus 8 months’
suspended imprisonment if she committed such violations within 3 years after
serving her sentence.
What we would like to point out here is that the Israeli occupation uses the
incitement pretext as a punitive tool to pass politically-motivated agenda and
to prevent Palestinians from engaging in their own political life. The racist
policies of prosecution and detention, trial and sentencing are unequivocally
clear. The Public Prosecution deliberately refrains from arresting and interrogating Israeli citizens who publish similar posts, which had motivated and still
does motivate the killing of Palestinians, while criminalizing every post posted
by Palestinians against Israel.
This is evident from the fact that the Israeli court that issued its ruling against
Susan Abu Ghannam reviewed more than 30 court rulings in the cases of Facebook, all of which were issued against Palestinian citizens, while no one was
issued against any Israeli citizen/settler.
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Recommendations
The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor calls on the international community to:
- Take responsibility for the protection of Jerusalem and its Palestinian population and to protect them as residents of an occupied territory under Security Council and General Assembly resolutions, and to take responsibility
for them under in accordance with UN General Assembly Resolution 181.
- Pressure the Israeli occupation forces to stop the incitement of the Israeli
media on Palestinian activists and young men, to stop the policy of house
raids and searches at night, including the intimidation of women and children.
- Stop the policy of racial discrimination between Palestinians and Israelis in
interrogation, prosecution and trial procedures.
- Press for the abolition of the policy of administrative detention and to
stop issuing administrative detention orders against any person. We also
call on the Israeli authorities to end the policy of re-arrest of ex-prisoners
in Jerusalem.
- Pressure the Israeli occupation authorities to abide by their obligations
under international law in the Holy City, as an occupying power, and to
cease controlling the construction of Palestinians in East Jerusalem as well
as to put an end to the ongoing discrimination against them. As the occupying power, Israel should also issue a general organizational plan to regulate construction in East Jerusalem, thereby allowing Jerusalemites to build
under the plan set out by the Israeli Jerusalem municipality.
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- Stop the arbitrary demolition of Palestinian homes in Jerusalem and compensate them.
- We call upon the United Nations and its different bodies as well as the European Union to condemn the cruel acts and violations documented in this report, including arbitrary arrests, house demolitions and racial discrimination
against Palestinians in Jerusalem, beatings and abuse.
- We also call upon the international community and all countries that respect
the Charter of the United Nations to dissuade the American administration
from its arbitrary decision to relocate its embassy to Jerusalem, which gave
the occupation a green light to increase violations in the Holy City.
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