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Introduction

The Israeli authorities have consistently, systematically and deliberately pursued serious 
escalation policies and illegal practices that constitute human rights violations against 
Palestinians in occupied Jerusalem. Such policies were further emboldened by US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s relocation of the US Embassy to Jerusalem in late 2017 as the un-
divided capital of the State of Israel. This move effectively gave Israel a green light to con-
tinue and escalate its blatant violations against the Palestinians, especially in occupied 
Jerusalem, in an attempt to illegally remove the Arab, Islamic and Christian identities of 
the Holy City.
As the escalating campaign continues, Israeli authorities in February have further en-
trenched their racist policies against Jerusalem’s Palestinians. Cases of arbitrary arrests, 
home raids and searches, intimidation and illegal detention by Israeli forces have been 
recorded and documented in the following report. Other impediments and restrictions 
on Palestinians’ public freedom have been recorded as well, including by preventing 
them by all means from carrying out social and political activities under vague pretexts 
with the end goal of erasing the Palestinian identity.
In this report, the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor focuses on religious vio-
lations against Palestinians in Jerusalem, attacks on worshipers and restrictions on their 
religious freedoms, in a stark violation of international laws and norms. Israel’s arbitrary 
arrests of Palestinians at Al-Aqsa Mosque, including the Waqf guards, administrators, 
preachers, imams, and other employees, have also been documented.
The report also covers the demolition of Palestinian homes and shops, while also forcing 
the owners of the demolished houses to pay the costs of demolition or demolish their 
property themselves. This leads to forced, systematic and unjustified eviction and dis-
placement of Palestinian residents from the occupied city.
This report sheds light on Israeli practices, religious violations and systematic attacks 
against Palestinians in occupied Jerusalem over the past month, documents legal and 
objective comments on the dangerous policies of the Israeli occupation authorities, and 
calls on the international community to act seriously and effectively to stop Israeli poli-
cies in violation of international law. The report further calls for protecting the Palestin-
ians in Jerusalem against Israel’s practices of eviction, abuse and arbitrary detention, 
and also calls for protecting their freedoms, especially that of religion.
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Arbitrary arrests

Administrative detention of Mahmoud Abdellatif

On 11, February 2019, the Israeli occupation police arrest-
ed a young man named Mahmoud Abdellatif, 28, after 
storming his home in early dawn hours, smashing the 
door, searching his house and committing acts of van-
dalism.
The Israeli police accused Abdellatif of communicating 
with an external client and membership to an illegal or-
ganization. He was interrogated at al-Maskoubia police 
station in Jerusalem. On the same day in the late after-

noon, Israeli Prime Minister and Defense Minister Benjamin Netanyahu issued an ad-
ministrative order to detain Mahmoud Abdellatif for six months. He was presented to 
the President of the Central Court in Jerusalem on 13, February 2019, which enforced the 
administrative detention order against him.
Abdellatif was married only about two months ago, and he was arrested many times in 
recent years on background of his activism.
In his testimony to Euro-Med’s team, he said: “I was married less than two months ago, 
and have since then dedicated myself to my wife. The charges against me are false, and 
this is a political and arbitrary prosecution. I was interrogated about the wedding cere-
mony, and was asked about the wedding tape, claiming that the flags of Palestinian or-
ganizations were raised during the wedding. I told them I did not film the wedding be-
cause I saw a month ago how more than 30 people at a wedding, including the groom, 
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were arrested. My friend Rami al-Fakhouri is currently under administrative detention 
too.”
“The reason behind the arrest is that the new intelligence officer in Jerusalem wanted 
me to cooperate with him so that he would write a positive report about me. I refused to 
cooperate because the reports about me are always negative under all circumstances,” 
Abdellatif said. “And for that reason, I was arrested,” he added.

Administrative detention of Mohammed al-Shawish

Mohammed al-Shawish, 31, was on a supposed to be re-
leased on 21, February 2019, after serving his seven-year 
sentence in Israeli jails starting in April 2012.
While waiting for his release, the Prison Service officer 
handed him an administrative detention order signed 
by Prime Minister and Israeli Defense Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu for six months. He was presented to the Cen-
tral Court in Jerusalem on the same day, to approve the 
administrative arrest.

Mohammed’s father died during his detention, and his mother was diagnosed with can-
cer, which made it difficult for her to visit him.
In his testimony, Mohammed said: “This is an arbitrary prosecution against me. About 
two months ago, I was transferred to Ofer Prison to meet with the intelligence officers. 
There, they asked me about my plans after release. I told them I want to take care of 
my mother only. Then, we discussed the arrest of ex-prisoners at the same moment of 
release. I told them it was not a good behavior and I asked them not to do the same to 
me. Then, I saw one of the officers who broke into my house during my father’s funeral, 
and we yelled at each other. Since that time, I was transferred to solitary confinement in 
prison for more than three months.”
Al-Shawish added: “About a week ago, I was only interrogated for a few hours. No spe-
cific accusation was made, and I did not understand what the interrogation was about, 
although I asked the officer more than once to inform me of the charges against me. 
Then, I spent the rest of my sentence in solitary confinement. On the day of my release, 
the administrative detention order was handed to me. I’m confident I would never do 
anything against the law.”
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Administrative detention of ex-prisoner Abdelrahman Mahmoud

Abdelrahman Mahmoud, 38, was to be released on 24, February 2019, after serving his 
17-year sentence in Israeli jails, following his arrest on 19, February 2002.
According to Mr. Amjad Abu Assab, the Chairman of the Committee of Prisoners’ Fam-
ilies in Jerusalem, the Israeli authorities arrested Abdelrahman Mahmoud while on his 
way to Jericho City. The detained him in an undeclared facility and arrested his brother 
Mahmoud and his nephew Mohamed. Abdul Rahman was freed after serving his 17-year 
sentence. He was convicted along with a group of people affiliated with the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) of performing military activities in Jerusalem.
The arrest of Abdelrahman was extended for 24 hours, and the next day the court decid-
ed to release him on condition of leaving the town of al-Issawiya for 10 days.
In practice, the re-detention of Jerusalem detainees usually occurs immediately after 
serving their sentence in recent years. The police would re-arrest detainees as soon as 
they leave the prison door. Such was the case of: Mahmoud Abdellatif, Rami al-Fakhouri, 
Adnan Rajabi, Mahmoud Jaber, Sbaih Abu Sbaih, Izz al-Din Abu Sbaih, Yacoub Abu Ass-
ab, Alaa al-Karki and Anas Derbas, in December 2018.
Such arrests are unlawful, because of the lack of a judicial arrest warrant. It is not even 
based on any real charges against the prisoner, apparently in a move to spoil the joy of 
having finally been free.
Indeed, such interrogation and trial proceedings against these ex-detainees by the Is-
raeli police aims only to prevent any public ceremonial appearance of these prisoners 
in Jerusalem, resulting in a court decision to release them with house arrest or eviction 
from Jerusalem, or to prevent ceremonies where Palestinian flags are held.
Recently, the Israeli occupation has tightened its grip on Jerusalem by prosecuting and 
criminalizing any manifestation of Palestinian national identity in the city, since the cel-
ebrations of ending prisoners’ sentences include the lifting of Palestinian flags and sing-
ing various national songs. These celebrations are legal and legitimate in themselves 
and do not constitute any crime whatsoever.
Finally, such detentions go beyond being illegal and are described as inhumane, as the 
occupation authorities, by their arbitrary actions and policies, deprive prisoners, their 
families and relatives of the moments of joy after the end of the prison term, turn their 
joy into calamity, horror and fear as they wait to be reunited with their parents, wives and 
children, all without any legal justification.
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These administrative detention orders are characterized by 
the following:

1. They are used as tools to punish Palestinians. In the cases mentioned-above, 
it is evident that administrative detention has been motivated by retaliatory 
and arbitrary motives and in light of personal issues on the part of police and 
intelligence officers.

2. Administrative detention is a procedure that is not based on a particular in-
dictment of the arrested person and is contrary to the presumption of inno-
cence, because prisoners’ means of defense are almost non-existent as they are 
said to be charges in confidential documents and files. This turns the judicial 
procedure into a mere formality.

These arrests are carried out as part of the policy of violations of human rights 
in Jerusalem, which the Israeli occupation continues to exercise against people 

as a tool of punishment, not as a preventive measure as the law assumes.A 



Violated Rights: Israel›s Repeated Violations of Palestinians› Rights in Jerusalem9

A large-scale arrest campaign in Jerusalem’s al-Issawiya 
neighborhood

The Israeli police forces launched a large-scale campaign of arrests in al-Issawiya neigh-
borhood on 27, February 2019, imposing a security cordon and closure of the town.
According to the chairman of the Jerusalem Prisoners’ Committee, Mr. Amjad Abu Ass-
ab, about 24 youths and minors from al-Issawiya neighborhood were arrested, including:

1. Jamal Saleh Mustafa
2. Waseem Raed Klaib (a minor)
3. Khalil Nasser
4. Muntasser Fehmi Jaber
5. Adam Kayed Mahmood
6. Ahmed Khaled Abu Shamaleh (a minor)
7. Mansour Mahmoud
8. Ali Abu Riala
9. Hasan Bilal Mahmoud (a minor)
10. Mohammed Derbas

11. Muayad Badr
12. Bashar Obaid
13. Farouq Mustafa
14. Mohammed Mustafa
15. Mosaab Mohaisen
16. Adel Mahmoud
17. Mohammed Alaa Mahmoud
18. Shadi Mohammed Attieh
19. Issa Abu Riala

According to the spokesperson of the Israeli occupation police in Jerusalem, the po-
lice forces arrested 24 suspects for throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at Israeli set-
tlers and security forces, as well as engaging in violent “riots and quarrels, and inciting 
and supporting terrorist organizations on the Internet.” He also stated that: “These ar-
rests were carried out after a covert investigation, during which evidence was collected 
against the suspects. The aim of this campaign was to bring suspects to trial and to im-
prove the level of security.”
In fact, these campaigns of arbitrary, systematic and repeated arrests come to suppress 
the Palestinians in Jerusalem, without any legal justification, as part of the imposition 
of full Israeli sovereignty over East Jerusalem and its policy of collective punishment 
against them in order to intimidate and prevent them from holding any national event 
in the city.
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Arrest of Jerusalem governor and lawyer Medhat Deba

On Wednesday, 27 February 2019, the Israeli police ar-
rested Mr. Adnan Ghaith, governor of Jerusalem, from 
his house, and searched the house of lawyer Medhat 
Deba and brought him for interrogation at al-Mask-
oubiya Center.
According to the statement issued by the spokesman 
of the Israeli Police for Arabic Media: “The police ar-
rested at nighta suspect regarded as a high profile 

PA member in East Jerusalem and another individual on suspicion of violating the law; 
namely forgery, fraud and defraud. The two suspects have been referred to interroga-
tion at the police station.”
The charges were: suppressing real estate conversion to settlers in Jerusalem and con-
ducting transactions in this context. Medhat Deba was released on condition of spend-
ing four days under house arrest. The governor of Jerusalem was also released.
The arrest of the governor comes as part of a series of escalating procedures by the Israeli 
occupation against Palestinians in Jerusalem, especially after the US President Trump’s 
statements regarding Jerusalem as the undivided capital of Israel, and relocating the US 
embassy there as well as taking Jerusalem off the negotiating table.
In recent months, Israel has sought to undermine any effective role for Palestinian in-
stitutions in Jerusalem that would assert sovereignty or public display of identity, in-
cluding events by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) itself. Such practices reveal 
an attempt to judaize the city and subject all of its residents to security measures and 
occupation in all aspects of life, thus removing the Palestinian character of the city.
While taking lawyer Medhat Deba for interrogation is arbitrary, in what only seems as 
an intimidation, as he played a central role in defending the Palestinian detainees from 
Bab Al-Rahma (Golden Gate) area. The lawyer was working on a court case to outlaw the 
closure of Bab Al-Rahma by the Israeli forces. On the same day he won the case, the po-
lice arrested him from his house and issued a search warrant against him.
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Other arrests:

On 11 February 2019, the Israeli occupation forces arrested one of the Imams of 
Al-Aqsa Mosque, Walid Siam, upon leaving the mosque.

On 18 February 2011, the Israeli occupation forces arrested seven Palestinian civil-
ians in Jerusalem, including a woman, as they attempted to open Bab Al-Rahma, 
one of the internal Gates of Al-Aqsa Mosque. They were interrogated after being 
held for several hours, and were later released on condition of being expelled from 
Al-Aqsa Mosque for a week. The detainees were: Nazmia Bakeirat, 40, Nezam Abu 
Rmouz, 38, Hussam Seder, 35, Raed Da’ana, 34, Ammar Kastero, 31, Nour Al-Shalabi, 
24, and Mohammed al-Zghair, 22.

On 19 February 2019, the Israeli occupation forces arrested 19 Palestinians who were 
peacefully protesting near Bab al-Rahma. They were: Zaid Ghrab, Mohammed Abu 
Ghannam, Omar Odeh, Yacoub al-Dabbagh, Murad Misk, Reda Najeeb, Moham-
med Ma’atouq, Anas Abu al-Homs, Bahjat Al-Razzam, Islam al-Zghair, Mahmoud 
al-Zghair, Hamza Malhas, Ahmad Rukn, Mohammed al-Alami, Mohammed Abu 
Qweider, Mohammed Abu Shousha, Omar al-Zghair, Hamza al-Zghair and Hisham 
al-Bashtiti. They were arrested under the pretext of participating in the opening of 
Bab al-Rahma, including Murad Misk, Jihad Qouss.

On 21 February, the Israeli occupation forces arrested 4 Palestinians including Hi-
jazi Abu Sbeih, and Fadi Mutawar.

On 24 February 2019, the Israeli occupation forces arrested Sheikh Abdul Azim Sal-
hab, one of Al-Aqsa Mosque Imams, and Sheikh Najeh Bkairat, the director of the 
Heritage Foundation at the Al-Aqsa Mosque, and handed them a decision to stay 
away from the Mosque for seven days.
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Policy of home raids for arrest

The Israeli occupation authorities continue their systematic implementation of the pol-
icy of raiding Palestinian houses in the occupied city of Jerusalem, in order to search 
them or detain their residents. In the late hours of the night, which includes predomi-
nantly acts of tampering and vandalism, these orders are carried out without search or 
arrest warrants. The Euro-Med Monitor documented the most prominent raids of citi-
zens’ houses in the occupied city of Jerusalem for the month of February 2019:

On Sunday, 10 February 2019, the Israeli occupation forces raided a house belong-
ing to Ma’amoun Abu Riala in Issawiya village. His son, Adam, 13, was arrested and 
taken to al-Maskoubiya Prison. He was interrogated for 4 hours without the pres-
ence of anyone, and then he was released by a court decision on condition of being 
placed under house arrest.

On early Sunday, 17 February 2019, Israeli occupation forces raided the house of Ha-
tem Shaker Abu Asab, 45, in Al-Qermi neighborhood of Jerusalem’s Old City. They 
expelled the family from the house and handed over the house to settlers claim-
ing that they owned it. When the residents of the house refused to evacuate, they 
were beaten. Hatem and his two sons, Abdullah, 13, and Mahdi, 15 were arrested. 
This incident will be detailed in this report.

On Tuesday night, 19 February 2019, the Israeli occupation forces raided and 
searched a house belonging to the family of al-Daggag in Al-Thawri neighborhood, 
south of Jerusalem to search and arrest Mohammed al-Daggag, 28.

On the same day, the Israeli occupation forces raided and searched a number of 
houses in al-Issawiya. They arrested Ahmed Derbas, 24, and Majed Dari, 23.
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On early Friday, 22 February 2019, a large group of Israeli soldiers raided a number 
of neighborhoods and dozens of Palestinian houses in the occupied city of Jeru-
salem to damage, vandalize, search and arrest 38 Palestinians, according to the 
Palestinian Prisoner Society in the Occupied City.

On early Saturday, February 2019, 23, Israeli forces raided and searched a number 
of homes in several neighborhoods in Jerusalem. They also arrested 4 Palestinians 
under the pretext of participating in opening Bab Al-Rahma Gate. The detainees 
were Nasser Qous, Ali Hajjaj, Housni al-Kelani, and Samer al-Qabbani.

On early Tuesday, 26 February 2019, the Israeli forces raided a number of houses 
in al-Eizariya town, east of Jerusalem. They arrested Mahmoud Khaled Damdoum, 
25, and Ahmad Jawad Othman, 14.
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Settlements

The Israeli occupation employs all its governmental, political and security arms to im-
pose a demographic change in Jerusalem and allow settlers and their settlement soci-
eties to take control of the largest possible number of Palestinian properties in Jerusa-
lem and Judaize the city to empty it of its Palestinian population.

Settlers seize a property in the Old City

On Sunday morning, 17 February 2019, Israeli settlers seized a 140-square-meter home 
belonging to the family of Hatem Abu Assab, located in the Qarmi neighborhood in the 
Old City of Jerusalem, the Israeli occupation forces forcibly evicted the family from the 
house and handed it over to the settlers after arresting the owner of the house and his 
son.
The evacuation of the house was accompanied by an assault on all family members, 
forcing women out of the house in the midst of angry cries to protest the eviction. Fur-
thermore, the family was not allowed to take out the furniture, and the Israeli police al-
lowed a number of settlers to break into the house and reside in it.
A large number of Israeli soldiers surrounded the house since the morning and prevent-
ed Palestinians from approaching it, including press crews.
They stormed the house and seized it suddenly, despite the decision of one of the Israeli 
courts earlier this month to postpone the eviction until February 28.
“My family and I have been living in the house for more than 70 years while settler soci-
eties claim ownership of this property before 1948,” Hatem Abu Assab said. Confirming 



Violated Rights: Israel›s Repeated Violations of Palestinians› Rights in Jerusalem15

his legal ownership of the house, he said: “After the massacre of Deir Yassin in 1948, my 
grandfather was living in an area that is currently called Talpiot, he moved to the Old 
City and stayed with his family for four years in a small room near Sheikh Lu’lu’ Mosque 
in the Old City, and then moved to the current house which he bought from the family 
that used to live in it.”
He added: “In 2014, we received a notice to evict the house. We hired lawyers and lost the 
case in the Magistrates’ and the Central Courts, and the Supreme Court approved the 
decision even though we are tenants under law. I am the third-generation in the family 
who lived in the house and my aunt lives with us in the same house.”
He further said: “They offered me many compensations and they said to me: “We can 
open a small outside shop for you and you will gain money if you give us the house. The 
Israeli Municipality closed the shop that I owned at Bab al-Amud (Damascus Gate) under 
the pretext of the lack of a permit and paid a 35,000 NIS. This was to pressure me to hand 
over the house otherwise they close my shop. Besides, the settlers’ harassment around 
the house continued, and my son has been arrested many times and given false charges 
of throwing stones at settlers’ homes, the last of which was a seven-month house arrest 
order. This is the house of nine people who have lived here since 1952, generation after 
generation.”

Home ownership

The story of the house of Abu Assab reveals robbery and theft under the guise of law. The 
above-mentioned house is basically a registered property of the Nusseibeh family, who 
was rented by a Jewish woman during the Ottoman era for a while. Then she moved 
out and acknowledged in writing that the house was not hers. But the Israeli judiciary 
ignored this.
Settlers claim that the house is a private property of her own. Ironically, they rely on the 
same argument that proves that the house is a property of the Nusseibeh family and 
was rented only to that Jewish woman.
Hamza Qtaineh, the lawyer familiar with the documents of this house, said: “During the 
Ottoman rule, a young Jewish woman named Saboura Bint Israel Shawar lived in a large 
house in the al-Qermi neighborhood of Jerusalem. She rented it from the late Saleh Ibn 
Omar Nusseibeh, and  paid annually for the house of 150 piasters (Qirsh). On 8 January 
1896, about 123 years ago, Ms. Saboura ended her rent contract before the Court at the 
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time. In the same document, she acknowledged in writing that she rented the house 
and it was not her property.”
The Jewish community left during the Jordanian rule (1948-1967), and the Jordanian 
government had recovered the Waqf properties and rented them to various families, 
several years ago. The settlers filed cases in the Israeli courts demanding the eviction of 
the Jerusalem families who lived in the house, on the pretext that it is a “Jewish prop-
erty”, after they have taken the permission of the guardian of the Israeli State Property. 
Confiscation of Palestinian property has now been made on a state-level to evict the 
family of Abu Assab from that house, although the Waqf document states clearly that 
the house is a property of the Nusseibeh family, not a property or a Waqf for the Saboura 
woman, Qtaineh said.
The lawyer pointed the paradox of the decision taken a hundred years ago to allow reli-
gious Jews to rent and live freely without harassment, and in return, the current policies 
of theft, confiscation, and forgery practiced by the occupation authorities and settlers, 
in the name of law.
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Religious violations

Bab al-Rahma (Golden Gate) - Al-Aqsa Mosque

The Israeli occupation authorities continued to carry out arbitrary arrests and expulsions 
from Al-Aqsa Mosque in February, as well as imposing restrictions on worshipers. The 
settlers also stormed the Mosque in large numbers under the protection of the occupa-
tion forces, in a provocation of Muslim worshipers.
On the backdrop of the issue of the Bab al-Rahma closure, the Israeli occupation police 
stepped up its actions last month against the Islamic Waqf Council and the Palestinian 
guards and worshipers. This included a campaign of arrests and a mass expulsion from 
the Old City and Al-Aqsa Mosque, under the claim that there is a valid judicial order to 
close the building of Bab al-Rahma, which turned out to be invalid and illegitimate later. 
In addition, the Israeli police did not respect the decisions of their courts and continued 
to carry out arrests and expulsions against Al-Aqsa Mosque guards and worshipers.

The most prominent human rights violations at the Bab 
al-Rahma last month

Introducing the Gate

The Bab al-Rahma area is part of the Al-Aqsa Mosque, located on the eastern side of it. 
To the east lies the Dome of the Rock. It is also adjacent to the eastern wall. It contains 
a wide range of features of Al-Aqsa Mosque, including terraces, courtyards, niches, and 
Bab al-Rahma, which is one of the closed doors of Al-Aqsa Mosque from its eastern side. 
Next to this area lies the cemetery of Bab al-Rahma behind the city wall. It also contains 
dust and rubble leftovers from the restoration of the Marwani Mosque in 2000. The Is-
raeli occupation police prevented the removal of this dust from the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
since then insisting that it remains a remote and neglected area and empty of worship-
ers. On 13 June 2018, during the month of Ramadan, a group of worshipers cleaned this 
area in the Mosque and its yards and arranged the stones to serve as seats and tables for 
fasting people and families, but the Israeli police did not accept this and destroyed these 
squares and returned them to their previous state.
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Since that time, the Israeli occupation police have targeted the Bab al-Rahma area in 
a public and systematic manner, detaining any Palestinian visiting the site, including 
women and minor girls, under various pretexts, especially during the period of settler 
incursions into Al-Aqsa Mosque. Settlers who enter the area spend a certain period of 
time as part of their program there and perform prayers under the protection of the Is-
raeli police

Arresting a group of women because of their presence at 
Bab al-Rahma area

On February 3, 2019, the Israeli occupation police arrested 6 women and a minor girl 
upon leaving Al-Aqsa Mosque and following their presence in the area of Bab al-Rahma. 
The detainee were Jihad al-Razzem, Su’ad Obadiyah, Safa Imam, Rania Ghazawi, Ibtis-
am Tawil, Dunya Tarwa and her 17 years old daughter Zeinab Tarwa. The police arrested 
the women as they were leaving various sections of the mosque and then took them for 
interrogation at Al-Qishla police station in Bab al-Khalil (Jaffa Gate). They were charged 
with carrying out acts of disrupting public order.
“We came to pray at Al-Aqsa Mosque, met in the eastern part of the Mosque, sat on one 
of the terraces there, talked with each other and recited the Qur’an as a group. During 
that, the police officers came and photographed us. As we left the mosque, we were 
arrested. It should be noted that we did nothing except for sitting down and praying. 
Also, nothing happened in the mosque that day basically,” Suaad Obaidiya said in her 
testimony to the Euro-Med’s team.
The Israeli police considered the presence of these women in the area of Bab al-Rahma 
in itself during the settlers’ intrusions into Al-Aqsa Mosque as an act of disruption of 
public order, although they did not sit by the road nor did they obstruct the work of the 
police or take any action against the settlers or any other group.
After more than six hours of detention and interrogation, they were released by the Is-
raeli police on the condition that they get expelled from Al-Aqsa Mosque for 15 days. 
They agreed to release them, except for Jihad al-Razim, who absolutely rejected and 
forced the police to release her on the condition of expulsion from Al-Aqsa Mosque for 
one day and the appearance in court in the next day.
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The next day, February 4 2019, the Israeli police presented al-Razim before the Magis-
trate’s Court in Jerusalem, demanding to expel her from Al-Aqsa Mosque for 15 days and 
accused her of committing acts that would disturb public order.
During the trial, the police representative stated that the women had already sat on one 
of the terraces there and had a private Quran reading group. She noted that they didn’t 
obstruct the police or the settlers during the incursions. She explained that the arrest 
was because the occupation police believed that their gathering was similar to those 
groups Ribat that have been banned in recent years.
Consequently, the police arrested the women as a precautionary measure to prevent 
the presence of such groups in the Mosque again. The detained women were not inves-
tigated for belonging to Ribat groups.
The police representative admitted that al-Razim and the other women were sitting on 
the terrace itself not on the road, but their legs were on the ground and in the direction 
of the road. The police representative acknowledged that sitting in the eastern area was 
not prohibited by law. However, these women chose to sit there during the settlers’ in-
cursions.
After the defense arguments were presented in the court and insisting on the illegality 
of the detention and that al-Razim did not commit any violation of the law and that the 
detention was political, the court decided that there was no adequate evidence to sup-
port the charge, and refused the request made by the police to remove her from Al-Aqsa 
Mosque.
It should be noted that this is the first case where the Israeli police presents one of the 
detainees before court. In recent months, the police have been used to arresting wom-
en and expelling them for two weeks from the Mosque without being brought before a 
court.
It is clear that the Israeli police abuse the law to achieve other sovereign and political 
goals by criminalizing acts that are inherently legitimate and by resorting to the use 
of harsh methods, including arbitrary interrogation and detention of women and girls 
without any legal justification. The aim of these measures is to frighten people and pre-
vent them from being present at the Al-Aqsa Mosque during settlers’ storming of its 
squares.
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Bab al-Rahma Chapel Building:

On Sunday morning, 17 February 2019, Jerusalemites were surprised by placing of iron 
bars and new locks on the door leading to Bab al-Rahma by members of the Israeli occu-
pation police in order to prevent the Islamic Waqf Department from opening or using it.

Bab al-Rahma Chapel Building – general information:

Bab al-Rahma is a building located in the eastern area inside Al-Aqsa Mosque, and is an 
integral part of its buildings. It leads to the Golden Gate which has been closed since 
the Ayyubid Era. It was used in the past as a prayer and a religious school known as the 
Ghazaliya School, after the name of Imam Abu Hamid al-Ghazali, where he stayed and 
wrote some of his religious books in the fifth century AH.

Closure of Building by Israel’s Occupation police

In the past, the building was used as a headquarters for the Islamic Heritage Commit-
tee, which was performing a social and Islamic activity until 2003. On 6 February 2003, 
the then Israeli Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz issued a decision to ban the Islamic Her-
itage Committee and to consider it as an illegal organization that deals with a terrorist 
organization (Hamas). As a result, the Israeli police closed the Bab al-Rahma prayer hall 
building.
Since then, and until 23 May 2017, Bab al-Rahma prayer hall has been closed under ad-
ministrative closure decisions that are renewed every 6 months.
After the Anti-Terrorism Act entered into force, the powers of closure and restriction of 
use were transferred to the Inspector General of the Police. On 23 May 2017, the former 
Inspector General of the occupation police, Roni Al-Sheikh, issued an administrative or-
der to close the offices of the Heritage Committee at Al-Aqsa Mosque. The resolution 
states the following:



Violated Rights: Israel›s Repeated Violations of Palestinians› Rights in Jerusalem 22

Order to restrict the use of a place
Under my authority in accordance with article 70 (a) of the Anti-Terrorism Act of 

2016, and after I was convinced that the offices listed below have been used for 

terrorist activity, and with reasonable grounds to suspect that the place will be 

used for the mentioned activities in case its use is not restricted, and after I gave 

the owner of this place or its holders the opportunity to make claims, I hereby 

decide to restrict the use of Heritage Committee at Al-Aqsa Mosque offices.

Nobody will use these offices, and these offices are closed for the duration of 

this order. This is valid for three months until 1 September 2017.

Prior to the expiration of the administrative closure order, the occupation authorities 
submitted to the Magistrate’s Court in Jerusalem on 28 August 2017 a request to issue 
a restriction order against the offices of the Heritage Committee at Al-Aqsa Mosque. A 
date was set for the session on 30 August 2017. A session was held in the Magistrate’s 
Court in the presence of the representative of the Public Prosecution only, and the ab-
sence of any representative of the dissolved and non-existing Heritage Committee, and 
without the presence of the Islamic Waqf Department, because it does not recognize 
the mandate or jurisdiction of the occupation courts over Al-Aqsa Mosque in accordance 
with international conventions. At the end of the session, the Magistrate’s Court issued a 
decision to extend the closure of the building, stating that:

Accordingly, I issue a temporary injunction prohibiting the appellant - the office 
of the Heritage Committee - from opening its offices at Al-Aqsa Mosque, until the 
main case file is decided on before the body to be determined later.

Since then, the building has been closed by the occupation authorities, except for only a 
few days a year. It was used as a hall for conducting examinations for the Sharia schools 
located in Al-Aqsa Mosque. This order was later revealed to be expired and non-existent.
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Locking outside door of Bab al-Rahma Chapel Building

Two days after an inspection visit by the Islamic Waqf Council and government figures to 
the Bab al-Rahma prayer hall building, the Israeli occupation authorities sat up a chain 
and iron locks on the outer door at the top of the stairs leading to the building on 17 Feb-
ruary 2019, aiming to prevent the Islamic Waqf Department from opening or using the 
building.

Worshipers’ protest

There was a state of popular anger among the Jerusalemites after the occupation au-
thorities placed the heavy chains and locks on the upper door leading to the Bab al-Rah-
ma prayer hall. On the following day, 18 February 2019, a group of young Jerusalemites 
performed the noon prayers in front of the closed door in the eastern area, and protest-
ed against the actions of the occupation, and then they broke and smashed the locks 
and opened the gate.

As a result, the Israeli occupation police repressed the protestors at the Bab al-Rahma 
area and beat them. They arrested dozens of them, including women, and issued an 
order to expel them from the Al-Aqsa Mosque for 15 days before releasing them. In addi-
tion, the Israeli police closed all gates of Al-Aqsa Mosque in front of Muslim worshipers.
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Other arrests at the Golden Gate (Bab al-Rahmah)

The Israeli occupation police deployed their forces extensively in the eastern area of 
Al-Aqsa Mosque. On the same day, 19 February 2019, three women were arrested during 
their departure from Bab al-Asbat (Lions’ Gate) area. They were: Samah Mahamid, Islam 
Manasrah and Um Tariq Daour.
They were interrogated at al-Qishla police station on charges of disturbing public order 
because of their presence at the Bab al-Rahma area on that day. After the interrogation, 
they were released with an order to remove them from Al-Aqsa Mosque for 15 days.
On the same day, the Israeli occupation authorities arrested two young men, Nizam 
Abu Rmouz, who was also removed from the mosque under the same charge, and Mo-
hammed al-Daggag whose house was searched by the Israeli forces and its contents 
were vandalized. After the interrogation, he was released on the condition that will be 
removed from Al-Aqsa Mosque for a week.
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Assaulting worshipers at Bab al-Rahma area

The violent and oppressive occupation measures at the Bab al-Rahma  area have raised 
doubts among Jerusalemites about the intentions of the occupation regarding the area, 
especially since the building has been closed for 16 years without any reason or justifi-
cation.
As a result, there were calls through social media to pray in the area and to protest and 
to demand the opening of the Chapel.
After protesters ended the night prayer on 19 February 2019, large forces of the Israeli 
occupation stormed Al-Aqsa Mosque from the Bab al-Mugharibah (Moroccan Gate), at-
tacked the worshipers and suppressed them, and arrested more than 15 young men, in 
addition to seven kids.
In addition, the Israeli occupation police closed Al-Aqsa Mosque, brought a special bus 
for the transfer of detainees, and took them to al-Qishla police station in Bab al-Khalil 
area. They were interrogated for disturbing public order, obstructing police work and 
violating a legal order. Zaid Ghrab was released late at night, and Bahjat al-Rzam was 
immediately transferred to hospital because of the serious injuries he sustained in the 
head from an Israeli policeman assault during his arrest.
On the following day, 20 February, the Israeli occupation police arrested Mohammed 
al-Shalabi on the same charges. All the detainees were brought before the Magistrate’s 
Court in Jerusalem and the police demanded an extension of their detention for an ad-
ditional five days to complete the investigation.
“We were beaten by police and intelligence officers with sticks and rifles and pushed 
down the stairs leading to Bab al-Rahmah. Our hands were tied with very tight plastic 
handcuffs, from 8:00 pm to 5:00 pm the next day,” Omar Odah told the court.
He explained that the occupation soldiers put them all in one room at the police station 
and did not allow them to sleep, but they were allowed to go to the bathroom while still 
handcuffed. In addition, they ate only once, pointing out that they heard voices of chil-
dren crying during the interrogation, and when they objected, they were beaten again.
On 22 February 2019, the occupation authorities arrested Mohammed al-Shawish, on 
the same charge, while he was leaving Bab al-Silsilah (Gate of the Chain). After interro-
gation, he was released on condition of being removed from the Mosque for 15 days. On 
the following day, February 23, 2019, the police re-arrested him on the same charge and 
extended his detention for 24 hours to be brought before the Magistrate’s Court. How-
ever, the court judge decided to release him without any conditions. He said that the 
detention was arbitrary and contrary to the law.
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Arrest of Hanadi Halawani and Khadija Khwais

On 20 February, the Israeli occupation forces raided the houses of Hanadi al-Halawani 
and Khadija Khois. They were arrested, interrogated and threatened with expulsion from 
Al-Aqsa Mosque and Jerusalem.
Halawani said in a post on her Facebook page that the Israeli occupation army smashed 
the door of her house, and searched every room in it, and then beat her and placed her 
to the ground to arrest her.
Khwais, on the other hand, said an Israeli Jerusalem officer told her that he had classi-
fied information that her presence at Al-Aqsa Mosque was dangerous.
Halawani and Khwais wrote on their Facebook accounts about what happened to them:

Large-scale arrest campaign

On Friday February 21, the Israeli occupation police carried out a raid against Jerusalem 
houses and launched a campaign of mass arrests of more than 60 young Jerusalemites 
and sent them to three police stations in Jerusalem.
According to the official statement of the Israeli occupation police: “In the past two days, 
provocative attempts have been made regarding Bab al-Rahma area of   the Temple 
Mount. These closed rooms in the area have been closed since 2003 because they were 
used by terrorist organizations. The Israeli police will not allow any party to violate the 
law or the status quo.”

Among the detainees were:

Fadi Moutour

Hijazi Abu Sbeih

Murad Mesk

Jihad Qous

Zakaria Bakri

Wahid Bakri

Obadah Najib

Mo’min H’shaim

Mohamed Hazeineh

 Ihab Zghair

 Mostafa Abu Sneineh

 Hazem Sharbati

 Louay Alyan

 Rami Mohaisen

 Mohammed Alyan

 Mohammed Khader Abu al-Homs

 Nadim Safadi

 Arin al-Za’anin
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 Mohamed Zghair

 Jad al-Ghoul

 Mahmoud Mouannis

 Amjad Ghrouf al-Samri

 Louay Nasr al-Din

 Amr Abu Arafah

 Ahmed Jaber

 Abdel Nasser Odeh

 Mohammed Mamoun Rzaim

 Wael al-Rajabi

 Uday Mohaisen

 Radwan Amr

 Mohamed Ashour

 Abu Yousef Ashour

 Ibrahim Natsheh

 Fares Awaisat

 Ahmed Sherif

 Eyad Bashir

 Mohammed H’shaimeh

 Radwan Amr

 Mohammed Ashour

 Younes Ashour

The Israeli police detained these young men for 24 hours and interrogated them for 
planning riots and entering Bab al-Rahmah. The Israeli Police issued an order to remove 
them from the Al-Aqsa Mosque for 15 days.

On Thursday, February 21, 2019, the Israeli occupation police arrested injured young man 
Bahjat al-Razzam from occupied Jerusalem for the second time in three days, and hand-
ed him an order to remove him from al-Aqsa Mosque for two weeks.
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Opening Bab al-Rahma Chapel

On the same day, 22 February 2019, members of the Islamic Waqf Council opened Bab 
al-Rahma chapel and declared its opening permanently and preparing for the resto-
ration.

Bab al-Rahma arrests

The Israeli occupation police did not accept this procedure. On the following day, Feb-
ruary 23, 2019, both, Ali Ajaj, Nasser Qous, Director of the Prisoner Society in Jerusalem, 
and Hassani al-Kilani were arrested. They were interrogated for opening the Golden Gate 
on Friday February 22, 2019. The Israeli occupation police presented them to the Magis-
trate’s Court on Saturday at 10:00 pm and demanded that their arrest be extended for 
six days to complete their investigation. They were charged with violating a court order 
and committing acts contrary to public order claiming that these men were at the front 
of the crowd after members of the Waqf Council opened the gate.
During the trial session, the defense lawyers requested to hear the judicial order to close 
the Bab al-Rahma chapel building, and immediately it became clear that the police or-
der of arrest had already expired a year ago, since about March 2018. The court pointed 
out that the order was also issued against the Heritage Committee in Al-Aqsa Mosque 
and not any other groups or individuals. As a result, the court responded to the defense 
arguments and decided to release the detainees on condition of being removed from 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque for three days.
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Arrest of Al-Aqsa Mosque guards for opening Bab al-Rahma 
Chapel

On Saturday, 23 February 2019, the Israeli occupation police arrested the guard of al-Aq-
sa Mosque Samer al-Qabbani for opening Bab al-Rahma Chapel in violation of a court 
order. After his interrogation, the police extended his detention by 24 hours. The next 
day, after the Central Court’s decision, the police decided to release him on condition of 
being expelled from al-Aqsa Mosque for a week.

This had occurred even though the Central Court decided that there was no valid de-
cision to close Bab al-Rahma. Therefore, all the occupation’s procedures against the Is-
lamic Waqf Council, the guards and the worshipers were completely arbitrary and illegal. 
The Occupation police should have respected the Court’s decision. However, it seems 
that the occupation authorities have other sovereign and political goals regarding Bab 
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al-Rahma, which explains its continuing escalation against the guards and worshipers of 
al-Aqsa Mosque. On Sunday, 24 February 2019, the Jerusalem police commander signed 
administrative expulsion orders from al-Aqsa Mosque for 6 months against Sheikh Ra’ed 
Da’na, who led al-Duhur prayer in Bab al-Rahma on 18 February 2019. He also signed 
other expulsion orders against:

1- Mohammed Zghair: six months.
2- Ammar Kastero: three months.
3- Nour al-Shalabi: six months.

The next day, the Jerusalem Police Commander signed expulsion orders against:

4- Husam Sedr: four months. (He is an employee of the mosque›s reconstruction committee.)

5- Nezam Abu Rmouz: six months.
6- Mohammed al-Dakkak: six months.

On the same day, the occupation police arrested a guard of al-Aqsa mosque Ahmed 
O’wais in the pretext of opening Bab al-Rahma in the morning. This happened in spite 
of the judicial decisions showing that there was no violation of the law in doing so. Few 
hours later, he was released. Moreover, on 26 February 2019, the police commander 
signed other decisions against:

7- Hanadi Hulwan: six months.
8- Khadija Khwais: six months.
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In a continuation of the occupation’s escalating campaign, and ignoring the judicial de-
cisions, Sheikh Ra’ed Da’na was arrested again on 26 February 2019 on charges of threat-
ening and disrupting public order. His detention extended for 24 hours, and the next day 
he was released without being presented before the court.

On Wednesday, 27 February 2019, the Israeli police arrested Ali Hamad, a guard of Al-Aq-
sa Mosque, on the pretext of opening Bab al-Rahma Chapel in the morning, despite the 
judicial decisions showing that there is no violation in such a matter. Few hours later, he 
was released on condition of being expelled from al-Aqsa mosque for 5 days. On Thurs-
day, 28 February 2019, the Jerusalem Police Commander issued an administrative expul-
sion order against Nidal Zghair from al-Aqsa Mosque for six months.

Israeli settlers continued their provocative incursions into al-Aqsa Mosque. On Tuesday, 
26 February 2019, Uri Ariel, the Israeli occupation Minister of Agriculture, invaded al-Aqsa 
Mosque leading a group of settlers and under the protection of the Israeli police.
The next day, Yehuda Glick, a Knesset member, broke into Al-Aqsa Mosque with a group 
of extremist settlers, under protection from the Israeli occupation forces. They toured 
the Mosque and took photos of Bab al-Rahma area.

On the same day, the Israeli Police Commander in Jerusalem and a senior official of the 
Shabak broke into the building of Bab al-Rahma at al-Aqsa Mosque.

On February 26 2019, an extremist settler broke into the historical cemetery of Bab 
al-Rahma, trampled its graves, and wrote slogans on the door which read: “This gate 
remains closed; The God of Israel is here.”
The Israeli police has arrested the settler and released him on 28 February 2019, with a 
removal order from the Old City.
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Legal Commentary:

In light of this, the Euro-Mediterranean monitor believes that:

In accordance with Wadi Araba agreement, which organized the peace process between 
Jordan and Israel, the occupation authorities recognized the Jordanian trusteeship of 
the Islamic holy sites in Jerusalem and pledged to respect this role and not to change 
the status at Al-Aqsa Mosque.

Article 9.2 of the Peace Treaty states: “In this regard, in accordance with the Washington 
Declaration, Israel respects the present special role of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor-
dan in Muslim Holy shrines in Jerusalem. When negotiations on the permanent status 
will take place, Israel will give high priority to the Jordanian historic role in these shrines.”

According to the international treaties, Al-Aqsa Mosque is not subject to the Israeli law 
nor to the jurisdiction of the Israeli courts. Any dispute concerning Al-Aqsa Mosque 
should be resolved through negotiation, conciliation or arbitration in accordance with 
Article 29 of Wadi Araba Treaty that says:

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

1- Disputes arising out of the application or interpretation of this Treaty shall be resolved 
by negotiations.

2- Any such disputes which cannot be settled by negotiations shall be resolved by con-
ciliation or submitted to arbitration

3- In contrast, the occupation authorities do not respect the role of Jordan and the Is-
lamic Waqf Council. They restrict its work on the ground and interfere in its affairs and 
its administration of the Islamic holy sites in Jerusalem in violation of the international 
conventions in this regard.

4- Furthermore, even the Israeli courts have decided that there is no valid legal decision 
to close Bab al-Rahma building since the 1st of March 2018 at least.
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5- Therefore, all the arrests carried out by the occupation authorities relating to Bab 
al-Rahma situation, which amounts to more than 120 arrests of men, women, and chil-
dren, are arbitrary and completely illegal.

6- Similarly, all administrative decisions issued against the employees of Waqf and Pal-
estinian worshipers (dozens of decisions) are arbitrary and are not based on any legal 
pretext ( according to Israeli domestic law). They are flagrant violations of Article 9.1 of 
the Wadi Araba treaty, which states: “Each party will provide freedom of access to places 
of religious and historical significance.”

7- Arresting the chairman of the Islamic Waqf Council on false charges and despite his 
diplomatic immunity, as well as arresting and summoning members of the Waqf Coun-
cil to expel them from al-Aqsa Mosque and their workplaces undermines the Jordanian 
trusteeship over Islamic holy places and contravenes international treaties.

8- The lack of respect by the Israeli police for the decisions of its judicial courts and the 
continued arbitrary arrests and expulsions against Palestinians clearly shows that politi-
cal and sovereign goals are behind the situation of Bab al-Rahma, not legal ones.

9- After proving the illegality of the procedures taken by the occupation authorities 
against the Palestinians at Bab al-Rahma, the occupation authorities have to restore the 
situation to what it used to be before 14th of February 2019 and cancel all the adminis-
trative and judicial expulsion orders in this regard.
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Cases of home evictions, demolitions and denial of building permits

The Israeli occupation authorities practice severe arbitrary policies against Palestinians 
in Jerusalem with regard to their houses and residence. They seek to expel the Palestin-
ians by denying them building permits and demolishing their houses and commercial 
shops.
In February 2019, the Israeli occupation municipality of Jerusalem continued to distrib-
ute demolition orders and demolish Palestinian properties in Jerusalem under the pre-
text of building without legal permits. This campaign included the demolition of houses 
in Beit Hanina, Jabel Mukaber and other places.

Euro-Med’s Report highlights the most prominent of these cases in February 2019.
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Demolition of a house and a shop in Jabal al-Mukaber

On the morning of February 8 2019, Jerusalemite Ahmad Mahmoud Obeidat demolished 
his house and shop in Jabel Mukaber, southeast of occupied Jerusalem, after receiving a 
demolition order issued by the Municipality of the Occupation and the Municipal Court 
under the pretext of building without a permit.
In an interview with Obeidat, he said: “I am a resident of Jabel Mukaber. I am married 
and I live with my wife and my children. We are a total of six people in the house. The 
small commercial shop is my source of income, through which my family and I live. I re-
ceived an order to demolish my house myself. It was too difficult for me to demolish my 
house and my commercial property by myself, but the cost of the demolition is too high. 
If they demolished it, they would fine me NIS 20,000 in addition to the cost of bulldozers 
and the army which is another NIS 50,000.”
“The house and the shop have been built almost since 2003. Since then, I have been pay-
ing monthly fines of NIS 1,000,” added Obeidat. “I paid a huge sum of almost NIS 65,000. 
Finally, I received a demolition order to demolish the house by myself. Otherwise, they 
would get the bulldozers to do so, send me to court, carry out the demolition, and I pay 
fees and fines.”
The house is approximately 40 square meters in size, consisting of a bedroom, a living 
room, a kitchen and a bathroom with six people living inside. The commercial shop is 
approximately 35 square meters in size.
It is worth mentioning that the municipality of the occupation is imposing huge sums of 
fines on Jerusalemites when it demolishes their houses, forcing them to demolish them 
themselves in order to avoid these expenses.
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Demolition of a building in Beit Hanina

On Wednesday morning, 20 February 2019, the Israeli occupation bulldozers razed a 
two-story building in the town of Beit Hanina, north of Jerusalem, on the pretext of build-
ing without a legal permit from the municipality of the occupation. Bulldozers and spe-
cial forces of the occupation police broke into al-Ashkariya neighborhood in Beit Hanina, 
and surrounded the building, which belongs to the family of al-Muhtasib. They forced 
the residents to leave the apartments and began the demolition.
Taysir al-Muhtasib explained that the bulldozers of the occupation demolished his house 
and the house of his son Shadi, which led to the displacement of 10 people, including 
children. He added that the apartments were built in 2012. The municipality has issued 
in 2015 a decision to demolish them. The family tried to obtain a building permit and to 
postpone the demolition many times but to no avail, which ended with the demolition 
by the occupation’s bulldozers.
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Other demolition cases

On 2 February 2019, the Israeli occupation authorities forced Majdi Abu Tayeh, a 
citizen from the village of ‘Ein al-Luza in Silwan, to demolish his house under the 
pretext of building without a permit. A family of 6 people, including 4 children, was 
living in the house of 70 square meters.

On 2 February 2019, Israeli occupation forces forced Mahmoud Omar Ja’afra to 
demolish part of his house in the village of Jabel Mukaber by himself, under the 
threat of imposing costs and fines by the municipal staff if the demolition is not 
carried out by him.

On 6 February 2019, Israeli occupation authorities forced Sa’id Sarhan to demolish a 
room in his house in al-Thawri neighborhood in Silwan, under the pretext of build-
ing without a permit.

On 11 February 2019, the Israeli occupation authorities forced Jamal Bkirat to de-
molish his house in the village of Sur Baher on the pretext of building without a 
permit. The 42-square-meter house was a home to a family of five, including 3 chil-
dren.

On 11 February 2019, the bulldozers of the Israeli occupation municipality demol-
ished the house of Ahmed Maher Abu al-Haija in Jwiza neighborhood in al-Walaja 
village.

On 12 February 2019, the Israeli occupation forces demolished 3 houses in Ras al-
Amud neighborhood in Silwan, one of them was still under construction. They also 
demolished a store belonging to Jamal Yahya Edkidak and his son Ma’amoun, and 
the house of Feryal Ja’abies in a’-Sal’a neighborhood in Jabel Mukaber on the pre-
text of building without a permit.

On 14 February 2019, the Israeli occupation authorities’ bulldozers demolished a 
house belonging to Mohammed Mousa Rzeina in Bir ‘Aouna neighborhood in 
al-Walaja village, southwest of the occupied city. The house was 80 square meters 
and inhabited by a family of 5, including 3 children.
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Legally speaking, it could be said that what the Israeli occupation and the munici-
pality of Jerusalem are doing is a flagrant violation of the rights of Jerusalemites to 
live in dignity and is a racial discrimination against them. The Israeli municipality 
has not yet issued a general organizational plan to legally regulate construction 
in East Jerusalem to allow Jerusalemites to issue building permits in accordance 
with it. Even though population increases clearly, which necessitate regulating 
the provision of housing for present and future generations, the reality of the situ-
ation indicates that the Jerusalem Municipality deliberately refrains from issuing 
detailed building plans to regulate and meet the legal housing needs of these 
generations in East Jerusalem. This pushes Jerusalemites to unlicensed construc-
tion for living and sustaining life, rather than emigrating and leaving their land or 
housing in areas beyond the apartheid wall.

The Israeli courts do not accept this claim, saying that building without a permit is not 
permissible in all cases, and support the demolition orders. In most cases, however, their 
role does not exceed writing a short note or a recommendation to the municipality to 
issue planning schemes in East Jerusalem, but the rules of justice and human instinct 
contradict this policy. This is one of the basic duties of the state and it is completely car-
ried out in the Jewish neighborhoods and areas. Therefore, it is not permissible to apply 
the law to one party without the other. The law should be applied on the municipality 
of the occupation, which failed to carry out its duties in East Jerusalem. As long as this 
is the case, those families who violate the law must be taken care of for a higher goal 
which is their survival, rather than throwing them into the streets without shelter or 
income in the name of the law, as happened in the cases of families mentioned above.
The Euro-Med notes the severity of the actions taken by the occupation regarding the 
policy of sudden demolition without warning, including the waste of the belongings of 
these families and their property, which shows the frightening aspect in these proce-
dures.
The Euro-Med also notes the severity of the Israeli occupation procedures with regard 
to forcing Jerusalemites to demolish their houses by threatening them to bear the costs 
of demolition as well as imprisonment on the pretext of violating court orders. This is 
because of the severe harm to the owners of these houses and their families’ feelings, 
where they are forced to demolish their houses and memories using their own hands 
under the threat by the municipality and the occupation to imprison or impose exces-
sive fines on them in addition to their loss due to the demolition itself.
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Recommendations

The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor calls on the international com-
munity to shoulder its responsibility by protecting the Holy City and its Palestinian 
population against Israeli abuses and violations, being residents of an occupied 
territory under Security Council and General Assembly resolutions.

Euro-Med Monitor stresses that the Israeli authorities’ actions against Muslims in 
Jerusalem are systematic and do prevent them from performing their religious 
rituals as well as restrict their access to Al-Aqsa Mosque in clear violation of inter-
national laws.

Euro-Med Monitor calls on the United Nations Special Rapporteur on freedom of 
religion or belief to closely monitor the situation in Jerusalem and take action.

Euro-Med Monitor stresses the need for pressure on the Israeli occupation forces 
from the international community to end the targeting of Palestinian youth and 
activists, and to refrain from incursions and searches at night, in order not to in-
timidate civilians.

Euro-Med Monitor demands that the Security Council take immediate measures 
to protect the legal status of the Holy City and enforce previous decisions of the 
Council, considering arbitrary all settlement activities and freedom restrictions in 
the City.

Euro-Med Monitor maintains that the policy of administrative detention, forced 
evictions and assaults by the Israeli authorities on civilians are arbitrary and illegal 
and must be stopped immediately.



Violated Rights: Israel›s Repeated Violations of Palestinians› Rights in Jerusalem41




