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Introduction

The Israeli authorities continue to implement escalating policies and practices human 
rights violations against Palestinians in occupied Jerusalem that have increased in size 
and intensity following US President Donald Trump›s decision in late 2017 to transfer the 
US Embassy to Jerusalem. This move has given Israel a green light to continue and esca-
late its violations against the Palestinians in general, and residents of the occupied city 
of Jerusalem in particular.
This report by the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor focuses on arbitrary de-
tention by the Israeli authorities, repeated administrative detentions and systematic vio-
lations against Palestinian prisoners from Jerusalem.
In addition, the report records and documents the Israeli policies of home raids, search-
es, tampering with contents, intimidating inhabitants and arbitrarily detaining some of 
them without having arrest or search warrants. It further covers policies of restrictions on 
freedoms of Palestinians in Jerusalem, effectively denying them by all means possible 
participation in social and political activities. The report also covers the issue of military 
expulsions orders and travel bans against Palestinians from Jerusalem.
The report covers the policies of Judaization and intensive settlement practices, which 
are concentrated in the seizure of properties, lands and houses from Palestinians of Je-
rusalem. It documents the demolition of houses and commercial facilities, with the res-
idents being fined and asked to pay the cost of demolition otherwise they are forced 
to demolish their houses themselves. Additionally, the report covers Israel’s continued 
policy of denying Palestinians building permits. 
This report highlights Israeli practices, religious violations and systematic attacks against 
Palestinians in the occupied city of Jerusalem over the past month (May, 2019), partic-
ularly with regard to the events at the Rahma area, the repeated attacks by the Israeli 
authorities on al-Aqsa Mosque guards and the Waqf employees.
The report also calls upon the international community to act seriously and effectively 
to stop the escalating Israeli policies and violations of international laws, and to provide 
protection for Palestinians in Jerusalem against displacement and abuse as well as ar-
bitrary detention practices, while also safeguarding their freedoms, especially their reli-
gious freedom.
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Arbitrary detentions

Administrative re-detention of Adnan al-Rajabi

On April 15, 2019, Adnan al-Rajabi was supposed to be re-
leased from Israeli jails after completing his six-month 
administrative detention sentence issued by the Israeli 
Minister of Defense on October 16, 2018. However, the 
occupation authorities spoiled his joy of release and 
placed him under yet an additional administrative de-
tention order signed by the Israeli Defense Minister for 
an additional six months, bringing the total period of 
his administrative detention to one year.

Israeli forces arrested young Jerusalemite Adnan al-Rajabi, 26, on October 8, 2018 while 
he was on his way to work, a few weeks after his marriage. His detention for the pur-
pose of investigation was extended until October 16, 2018. After his investigation file was 
closed because of the lack of evidence against him, the Israeli Defense Minister issued a 
six-month administrative detention order against him.
“I was waiting for my release, but I was surprised for issuing an administrative detention 
order against me without any reason,” said al-Rajabi, a Palestinian prisoner who spent 
five years in Israeli jails. “I was not interrogated at all during that time. The intelligence 
officer told me once that they did not want anything from me and that I would be re-
leased soon,” al-Rajabi added.
“This is completely political and arbitrary; since the first day of my arrest, they have in-
terrogated me for only a few hours and have not made a specific charge against me,” 
al-Rajabi said. “I did not understand what the investigation was about, although I asked 
the interrogator more than once to determine the charge. Then I spent the rest of the 
days in solitary confinement. After that, the administrative detention order was issued, 
based on confidential information I do not know about.”
“I have been married for a few months and I am sure I have not done anything illegal,” he 
confirmed. “Today, after six months of administrative detention, they issued a new order 
to extend the detention for another six months. This is unfair altogether.”
Al-Rajabi was brought before the Vice-President of the District Court on April 15, 2019, 
who approved the administrative detention order for the entire period mentioned there-
in. The decision was appealed before the Israeli Supreme Court, which in turn rejected 
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the appeal and supported the decision of the District Court Judge to impose adminis-
trative detention against him based on a secret file.

Legal comment on detention of Adnan al-Rajabi
Administrative detention is a restrictive measure of freedom by its nature. It is 
a harsh measure and not used in any country of the world, since it is not based 
on a specific charge and it denies the presumption of innocence of detainees. 
Moreover, it is almost devoid of any means of defense, especially since the de-
tainees face a secret file that they do not know about, which prevents them 
from defending themselves. This makes the judicial process of ratifying a de-
tention warrant nothing more than a formality. The Israeli courts completely 
adopt the confidential information which are not accessible to the detainees or 
their lawyers and confirm the administrative detention order based on them.
These detentions are part of the policy of violating human rights in Jerusalem, 
which the Israeli occupation continues to exercise against Jerusalemites. It is 
also noted that the occupation authorities practice these detention orders as 
tools of punishment and not prevention, as the law suggests. This happens in 
many cases when the authorties cannot file an indictment against detainees. 

Detention of Abdul Azim Abu Sbeih, Ibrahim al-Zeitawi and 
Yasser Najib
On April 8, 2019, one day before the Israeli elections, the former Israeli Knesset member 
Oren Hazan made a provocative tour in the Old City of Jerusalem carrying a large flag 
of Israel, and a weapon. He began provoking the Palestinians in the road in front of the 
Israeli occupation soldiers, accompanied by a photographer. This was in order to make 
his election advertisement at the expense of the suffering of the Palestinians to win 
electoral votes the next day.
When he arrived at al-Wad road in the Old City, Oren Hazan began - protected by Israeli 
soldiers - provoking and shouting at the Jerusalemites, cursing them with phrases like: 
“Israel›s land for the Israeli people,” “I got on the bus of the families of prisoners from 
Gaza with pride and cursed them because we do not want saboteurs,” “We will assassi-
nate the saboteurs,” “We will get you all out of here,” and “Now you will get a bullet you 
know where.” Jerusalem Palestinian youths expelled him from the area.



Deprived of Life: Israel’s human rights violations against Palestinians in East Jerusalem7

Few hours later, a group of Israeli police officers came to detain youths Abdul Azim Abu 
Sbeeh, Ibrahim al-Zeitawi and Yaser Najib. They were charged with assaulting a member 
of parliament, although the place was surrounded by cameras and he was not touched 
despite his provocative behaviors. After hours of their detention with no reason, the 
police released them without questioning them, while Hazan was not investigated or 
charged due to his provocative actions and his assault.
Oren Hazan is known for his provocative tours and racist statements. He regularly carries 
out such activities to win the support of Israelis, all at the expense of Palestinians and 
with the protection of the Israeli occupation authorities.

Detention of ex-prisoner Suhaib al-A›war
On Thursday, April 11, 2019, the occupation authorities released Suhaib Arafat al-A›war, 
22, from Ayn al-Luza neighborhood in Silwan, after spending four years in Israeli jails. On 
the same night, during his meeting with his family and relatives, the Israeli occupation 
forces stormed their house, re-arrested him along with his father and removed all the 
Palestinian flags from his private yard. After several hours of interrogation, the Israeli po-
lice released them after they were forced to sign a paper not to raise Palestinian flags or 
celebrate the release.
In practice, there are repeated cases of re-arrest of Jerusalemite prisoners immediate-
ly after their release from prison in recent years. The intelligence officers usually go to 
prison and re-arrest prisoners immediately after their release from prison, and this hap-
pened in several cases, such as what happened with Mahmoud Abdel Latif, Rami al-Fak-
houri, Adnan al-Rajabi, Mahmoud Jaber, Sabih Abu Sbeih, Aizadin Abu Sbeih, and finally 
Yacoub Abu Assab, Alaa al-Karki and Anas Derbas, and others. This aims to prevent them 
from having any ceremony or reception with their families, especially when the Pales-
tinian flag is raised up.
The detention by the Israeli occupation forces is illegal, since it is not based on a judicial 
detention order, nor is it based on any real charge against the freed prisoners. They bare-
ly walk out of jail; what crime are they punished for?
Moreover, all investigations and prosecution procedures carried out by the Israeli oc-
cupation against these people are purely shamful. The occupation aims at re-arresting 
these released prisoners to prevent the establishment of any public celebratory appear-
ance for these prisoners in Jerusalem. They re-arrest them in order to demand the court 
to impose new order against them such as house arrest and deportation from Jerusa-
lem.
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It is clear that the Israeli authorities focus on the prosecution and criminalization of any 
manifestation of Palestinian sovereignty in Jerusalem. The celebrations held in the re-
ception of these freed prisoners include raising Palestinian flags and singing national 
songs and chants, so the occupation seeks to prevent such manifestations In Jerusalem 
through the re-arrest of prisoners and the imposition of conditions on them to prevent 
them from establishing such events, although these celebrations are legal and legiti-
mate and do not constitute any crime at all.
Finally, such arrests are illegal and inhumane. The occupation authorities, by their arbi-
trary measures, deprive detainees and their families and relatives of moments of joy af-
ter the end of their prison terms. They turn this joy into arrest and terror and fear against 
detainees who wait for their freedom, as well as against their families and children with-
out any legal base.
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Detention of Jerusalem governor and three activists

On Sunday, April 14, 2019, a group of Israeli police and 
intelligence officers stormed the house of the governor 
of Jerusalem, Adnan Ghaith, in the town of Silwan and 
arrested him and took him for investigation at the Mos-
covia Detention Centre for violating the terms of a mil-
itary decision issued in November 2018 forbidding him 
from entering the occupied West Bank for six months 
as well as from contacting certain persons. After sever-
al hours of investigation, the Israeli police released the 

governor of Jerusalem on bail of NIS 10,000 and on the condition that he does not com-
municate with certain persons for a week.
The Palestinian Jerusalem Governorate condemned the arrest, stating that “the attack 
on Jerusalem symbols, represented by the governor, falls within the framework of tar-
geting the Palestinian presence in Jerusalem and the national figures there.”
The arrest of the Palestinian governor comes as part of a series of escalatory measures 
by the Israeli occupation against Palestinians in Jerusalem, especially after US President 
Trump›s statements regarding the recognition of united Jerusalem as the capital of the 
State of Israel, the transfer of the US embassy to and the removal of the Jerusalem file 
from the negotiating table.
On the other hand, on Monday, April 29, 2019, the Israeli occupation police arrested three 
Palestinian activists: the director of the Prisoner Club in Jerusalem, Nasser Qaws, and 
activists Emad Shaloudi and Haitham Hijazi.
The Israeli occupation forces stormed the houses of these activists in the Old City of Je-
rusalem and took them for interrogation in the Moscovia Detention Centre. They were 
charged with carrying out an activity by the Palestinian Authority in Jerusalem in vio-
lation of the Oslo Accords, where the occupation police accused them of organizing a 
committee to coordinate and arrange the mechanism of decorating the streets of old 
Jerusalem with lights ff in preparation for the month of Ramadan.
After several hours of interrogation, the investigating officer issued a decision to extend 
their detention for 24 hours in order to present them to the court. The next day, they 
were released on bail of NIS 10,000 each, and on condition they do not meet for three 
months.
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In recent months, the occupation has been preventing any activity or popular or sover-
eign role for Palestinian institutions in Jerusalem. This includes the Palestinian National 
Authority, in an attempt to Judaize the city completely and subject all Jerusalemites to 
the Israeli occupation’s security in all aspects of life, and the abolition of any Palestinian 
reference in Jerusalem.

Administrative detention - legal aspect:

The administrative detention order is issued by the Minister of Defense under his powers 
according to the Emergency Regulations (Arrests) Ordinance of 1979. He can enforce his 
decision if he believes that the security of the state or the public security requires the 
arrest of a particular person for a period not exceeding six months, that is renewable for 
more than once, without a limit as deemed necessary.
Administrative detention is an exceptional procedure in which a person is not punished 
for acts attributed to him/her in the past (unlike criminal detention). This is a preventive 
action, not a punitive one, contrary to what the Israeli authorities use, which has become 
a norm rather than the exception. In case the Public Prosecutor›s Office and the police 
failed to establish suspicions against a detainee to file an indictment against him/her, 
the Public Prosecutor›s Office turns to the Minister of Defense to issue an administrative 
detention order.
The same applies to cases in which mass arbitrary arrests are carried out, as happened 
in 2015, where a number of administrative detention orders were issued against Pales-
tinian youths following the burning of child Mohammed Abu Khdair on October 2015 by 
a group of Israeli settlers. The Defense Minister Moshe Ya›alon signed 28 arrest warrants 
against a group of young Jerusalemites and minors, following the incidents that broke 
out in the city of Jerusalem during that period.
Law requires that the administrative detainee be brought before the President of the 
Central Court within 48 hours to consider the decision. The judge has the power to ap-
prove the decision, cancel it or shorten the period. If the decision is more than three 
months and is approved, the detainee is presented again before the judge three months 
after the date of arrest.

The court sessions are mostly confidential in nature in the administrative detention cas-
es, the court sessions are held behind closed doors in the presence of the detainee and 
his lawyer, but without the presence of his family. A secret file submitted is brought to 
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the court by the intelligence representative sitting behind a court-special curtain in the 
courtroom. The detainee and his lawyer are then sent out from the courtroom where 
the court hears the evidence and accepts the material without the presence of the de-
tainee or his lawyer. These are the basic confidential statements that the court relies on 
in establishing the administrative detention order. The lawyer and the detainee are then 
allowed to return to the courtroom once the case has been heard and deliberated in or-
der to hear the decision.
According to law, the head of the court has the authority to overturn the decision of 
administrative detention if it is proven that the reasons for issuing the decision are not 
related to the security of the state or society or if the decision was issued in bad faith 
or based on extraneous considerations that are not related to the circumstances of the 
case submitted to him/her. However, the fact is that the judge›s intervention in adminis-
trative detention is totally lacking and his role is always limited to approving the deten-
tion order for the entire period mentioned therein. In all cases, the appeal against the 
decision of the President of the Central Court is before the Supreme Court.
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Policy of home raids for detention

The Israeli authorities continue their systematic implementation of the policy of home 
raids against Palestinian houses in the occupied city of Jerusalem, with the objective of 
searching them or arresting their residents, often late at night.
These cases come with acts of tampering and vandalism of houses, most of which are 
carried out without arrest or search warrants. The following are the most prominent 
home raids carried out by the Israeli occupation forces in Jerusalem in April 2019.

On Friday, 5 April 2019, Israeli forces stormed al-Wad neighborhood in the Old City 
of Jerusalem, they raided and searched a house belonging to Najib›s family and 
carried out searches and tampering acts and handed Raafat Sameh Najib a war-
rant to attend the Israeli intelligence office.

On the same evening, Israeli forces stormed the village of Sur Bahir, south of Jeru-
salem. They raided and searched a house belonging to Amira family, after tamper-
ing with its contents before handing Issam Amira, 69, a warrant to attend to the 
Israeli intelligence office.

On Wednesday evening, 10 April 2019, Israeli forces stormed Jabal al-Mukaber 
neighborhood, southeast of Jerusalem. They raided and searched a number of 
residential houses, carried out searches and tampering acts and arrested two chil-
dren, Muhannad al-Mashahra and ‹Omri al-Mashahra, both 17.

During the same night, the Israeli forces moved into Silwan village, south of the 
Old City. They raided a number of houses, carried out searches and tampering acts 
and arrested six children: Khader ‹Odeh, 13, Jihad Abu Rmouz, 15, Sultan Sarhan, 14, 
Mohammed Abu Rmouz, 14, and Uday Ghaith, 17.

On Sunday evening, 14 April 2019, Israeli troops stormed the central neighborhood 
of Silwan, south of occupied Jerusalem. They stormed the house of the governor 
of the city, Adnan Ghaith, 44, and after searching and tampering with the content 
of the house, they arrested him.
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During the same night, the Israeli occupation forces stormed the village of Issawi-
ya; they raided and searched its houses to arrest five Palestinian civilians: Moham-
med ‹Obeid, Taj al-Din Mheisin, Mohammed Obaid, Mohammed Abu Riala and 
Bashar Mheisin.

On Monday night, 15 April 2019, Israeli forces stormed the town of Badu, northwest 
of the city. They raided and searched a house belonging to the family of Ham-
za Ibrahim Zahran and after searching and tampering with the contents of the 
house they arrested him.

On Tuesday evening, 16 April 2019, the Israeli occupation forces stormed Issawiya 
village. They raided and searched a number of houses and arrested three Pales-
tinians children: Mohammed Mheisin, 15, ‹Abdul Rahman Abu Riala, 14, and Mu-
hannad Abu› Asab, 15, and the two youths: Adnan Abu Riala, 21, and Jamil Nasser, 
21.

During the same night, Israeli forces stormed the town of Hizma, north-east of 
Jerusalem. They raided and searched the house of Salah Elddein. After searching 
and tampering with its contents, they arrested the child Suliman Salah Elddein, 
16.

At dawn on Thursday, 18 April 2019, Israeli forces stormed the town of Silwan. They 
raided and searched a number of houses in order to arrest the three children: 
Muhammad Alyan, 13, Mu’tasim Abu Nab, 17, and Mohammed al-Khatib, 14, in ad-
dition to the youths named Ziad al-Rajabi and Anas al-Khatib.

On Monday evening, 22 April 019, Israeli forces stormed Ras Shehadeh neighbor-
hood in the Shu›fat refugee camp. They raided and searched a number of houses, 
and then arrested Malik Hawisha, 15, and Saleh al-Sharqawi, 14.

During the same night, Israeli forces stormed al-Tur neighborhood in the Old City 
of Jerusalem. They raided and searched the house of Mustafa al-Hashlamoun to 
hand him a warrant to attend to the Israeli intelligence office.
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At dawn on Thursday, 25 April 2019, Israeli forces stormed Beit Iksa village, north-
west of Jerusalem. They raided and searched a house belonging to Gharib family 
in order to arrest Shehab Gharib, 24.

On Saturday evening, 27 April 2019, Israeli forces moved into Silwan village and 
searched the house of Zaytoun family in order to arrest minor Moutaz Abdallah 
Zaytoun, 14 years old.

At dawn on Sunday, 28 April 2019, Israeli forces stormed Issawiya village, northeast 
of occupied Jerusalem. They raided and searched a number of houses to arrest 
four Palestinian civilians: Mounir Alyan, 17, Mahmoud Mustafa, 17, Ayoub Abu al-
Homs, 19, and Younis Alyan, 23.
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Religious violations, arbitrary detentions and expulsions

Bab al-Rahma (Golden Gate) – Al-Aqsa mosque

The first half of last April witnessed a continuation of the campaigns of arbitrary deten-
tions and mass expulsions from al-Aqsa Mosque on the background related to opening 
Bab al-Rahma chapel. The Israeli occupation police continued to harass worshipers at 
al-Aqsa Mosque, arresting every person who opened the chapel of Bab al-Rahma, while 
allowing Israeli settlers to storm the Mosque in large numbers under the protection of 
the occupation forces.
The occupation and its settlers committed several religious violations and provocations 
of Muslim worshipers at al-Aqsa Mosque.
After that, a relative calm prevailed in the second half of April, especially after the oc-
cupation authorities stopped arresting guards or people who open the chapel of Bab 
al-Rahma every morning, which  clearly proved to all that the arbitrary policies of the 
occupation are the only cause of tension and escalation at al-Aqsa Mosque.
Immediately after the occupation stopped its arbitrary measures against the guards 
of al-Aqsa Mosque and its worshipers, as well as its campaign of incitement of settlers 
against the chapel of Bab al-Rahma, the calm returned without the need for any mea-
sures.

The following are some of the cases of arbitrary detentions during April 2019:

Detention of al-Aqsa Mosque guards and anyone who opens 

chapel of Bab al-Rahma
The Israeli occupation police continued their campaign 
of arbitrary detention at al-Aqsa Mosque in the first half 
of April, in particular against the staff and guards of the 
Mosque of the Jordanian Waqf Department, without 
any legal justification, and under the pretext of opening 
Bab al-Rahma chapel, in violation of the judicial order 
that was issued by the Israeli Magistrate›s Court on 17 
March 2019.
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This order states that the chapel of Bab al-Rahma must remain closed, claiming that it 
hosts offices of a banned organization. This is not true at all because the place is only 
used as a prayer hall under the supervision of the Jordanian Waqf Department, who has 
the guardianship and the administration of al-Aqsa Mosque according to international 
law and conventions.
The Israeli occupation police arrested every guard who opened Bab al-Rahma chapel 
and took them to al-Qashla police station in Jerusalem and interrogated them for vi-
olating a court order. The occupation authorities know well that these guards are em-
ployees of the Jordanian Waqf Department and that they abide by its instructions in the 
performance of their work.
Also, there is no justification for the detention of Waqf employees on charges related 
to their work and jobs because such things should be resolved via official international 
channels. However, the Israeli police aimed through these repeated arrests and arbitrary 
detentions to destabilize the calm and stability of the place so that things do not settle 
down in Bab al-Rahma chapel and the chapel becomes a fait accompli.
With this in mind, it becomes clear that the occupation used its powers and authorities 
in order to intimidate those employees and prevent them from exercising their work in 
the Mosque in order to achieve these objectives.
On 1 April 2019, the Israeli police released Wissam al-Hashim and expelled him from 
al-Aqsa Mosque for 15 days on charges of opening Bab al-Rahma chapel on 31 March 
2019.

Jerusalem families opening chapel of Bab al-Rahma

Palestinians have noticed the danger of the policies of the Israeli occupation police, 
which are aimed primarily at taking away the guards of the Islamic Waqf Department 
from al-Aqsa Mosque by arresting and then expelling them from there after opening 
Bab al-Rahma.
Israeli policemen attended every morning in front of the chapel of Bab al-Rahma, wait-
ing for the guard assigned to open the chapel to take a photo of him and then take him 
for interrogation to be finally expelled from al-Aqsa Mosque for at least two weeks.
After these arbitrary measures, the Palestinian families in Jerusalem decided to send 
their children to open Bab al-Rahma chapel instead of the guards of the Mosque in or-
der to avoid the Israeli police expelling the guards of the Mosque.
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On 1 April 2019, Mahmoud Najib opened the chapel of Bab al-Rahma and the police ar-
rested him and removed him from al-Aqsa Mosque for 15 days. On 2 April 2019, the Israeli 
police arrested Bashar and Tawfiq Najib on the same ground, and on 3 April arrested 
Ahmed Najib after he opened Bab al-Rahma chapel. Finally, on 4 April 2019, the Israeli 
occupation police arrested Khader al-Ajlouni on the same ground, and they all were re-
moved from al-Aqsa Mosque for 15 days.
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An Israeli policeman enters prayer hall without removing 
his shoes

On 4 April 2019, an Israeli police officer provoked the feelings of Muslims at al-Aqsa 
Mosque. He broke into the chapel of Bab al-Rahma and entered without removing his 
shoes, stepping on the prayer carpets inside the chapel. During this provocative act, the 
guard of al-Aqsa Mosque, Omran al-Rajabi, asked him to take off his shoes before he 
enters the chapel, but the policeman refused, and then the policeman, with other po-
licemen, severely beat the guard Omran al-Rajabi, and then took him for interrogation 
at al-Qashla police station on charges of obstructing the police.
The Islamic Waqf Department denounced this act and issued an official statement con-
demning the actions of the policeman. It pointed out that these repeated provocative 
measures by the Israeli police are very serious, provoke Muslims’ feelings, violate the 
sanctity of their mosque, and necessarily lead to tension at al-Aqsa Mosque.
It should be noted that this action was the reason for the tension in the place according 
to the Israeli media.
Once again, the above-mentioned policeman›s behavior caused public anger among 
the Palestinians. Instead of being arrested and tried by the Israeli authorities for violating 
the law and entering without authorization to religious places, contrary to the provisions 
of Articles (170 and 172) of the Israeli Penal Code, the Israeli police arrested the guard of 
al-Aqsa Mosque, assaulted him and expelled him from al-Aqsa Mosque for five days. The 
guard Omran was injured in his hand during his arrest.
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Continued campaigns and arbitrary removal of worshipers 
from al-Aqsa Mosque

On 20 April 2019, the Commander of the Jerusalem Police issued a decision to expel Mr. 
Yousef al-Hawash from the al-Aqsa Mosque for three months. On 24 April 2019, he issued 
another decision to expel Rawhi al-Kilgasi for four months and Thaer Abu Sbeih for six 
months.
According to statistics, the number of evictions from al-Aqsa Mosque over the issue of 
the chapel of Bab al-Rahma exceeded more than 200 people, and these long evictions 
deprive worshipers of their basic right to exercise religious rites and access holy places. 
These decisions deprive these people of their religious rights during the holy month of 
Ramadan and during the Muslim holidays next month.
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Expulsion of Jerusalemite Aida al-Sidawi

On April 23, 2019, Aida al-Sidawi was summoned for in-
terrogation at al-Qashla police station. She was charged 
with disturbing the public order. The Israeli police 
claimed that Aida had read the Quran loudly in the east-
ern area of al-Aqsa Mosque as settlers passed through. 
This behaviour, according to the police, is considered a 
violation of public order. After interrogation, the police 
released her on condition that she be expelled from 
al-Aqsa Mosque for 13 days.

Arrest of director of Islamic Museum at al-Aqsa Mosque

On 23 April 2019, a large group of Israeli police officers stormed the Islamic Museum on 
the southwest side of al-Aqsa Mosque, intimidating many children and women who 
were visiting the museum.
When the director of the museum, Arafat Amr, approached one of the officers to ask 
him why he broke into the museum in this barbaric way, he threatened to arrest him. 
The policeman considered this an insult to him even though the intrusion by the police 
was provocative and without any justification.
After the departure of Mr. Arafat from the al-Aqsa Mosque, he was arrested and taken to 
alQashla police station in Jerusalem and interrogated for obstructing police work, insult-
ing a policeman and acting in violation of public order. Despite his denial of all these fab-
ricated charges, he was released on condition that he be removed from al-Aqsa Mosque 
for 15 days. He was also asked to attend to the police station a week later.
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In the light of this, The Euro-Med’s believes:

The Israeli occupation authorities are continuing their campaign of arbitrary 
arrests and expulsion against Palestinians, employees of the Jordanian Islamic 
Waqf and al-Aqsa Mosque guards, all in contravention of international laws and 
conventions.

All detentions by the occupation authorities on the ground of the closure of Bab 
al-Rahma chapel are arbitrary and completely illegal. All administrative decisions 
issued against Waqf employees and Palestinian worshipers are arbitrary and are 
not based on any legal text (even according to local law). The Israeli closure is a 
blatant violation of the first paragraph of Article 9 of the Wadi Araba Treaty, which 
states: “Each Party will provide freedom of access to places of religious and histor-
ical significance.”

The lack of respect by the Israeli occupation police for international laws and the 
continuation of arbitrary arrests and detentions against Palestinians clearly show 
that other political goals are behind Bab al-Rahma closure, and not legal ones.

The period of relative calm that took place at al-Aqsa Mosque in the second half 
of last April proved unequivocally that the arbitrary and oppressive measures of 
the occupation regarding Bab al-Rahma were the only reason for the escalation 
and tension at al-Aqsa Mosque. Once the occupation stopped its daily violations 
and repressive measures, calm prevailed. The occupation has eased its repressive 
measures mainly because of the Israeli elections and Jewish holidays, and be-
cause it was the month of Ramadan for Muslims as well.

The fact that the Israeli occupation police periodically break into Bab al-Rahma 
chapel without removing their shoes, attack the Waqf guards, or storm the facili-
ties of al-Aqsa Mosque in large numbers will increase tension at al-Aqsa Mosque.

The occupation authorities must restore the situation to its pre-February 14, 2019 
situation and cancel all administrative and judicial expulsion decisions in this re-
gard.
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Restrictions on freedoms and public gatherings

The Israeli occupation escalates its repressive measures, restricting freedoms and public 
meetings in the city of Jerusalem, especially after US President Trump’s statements re-
garding Jerusalem and the transfer of the US embassy to the city. The occupation seeks 
to prevent the establishment of any activity or popular or sovereign role for Palestinian 
institutions in Jerusalem. This is part of Israel’s efforts to Judaize the city entirely, and 
therefore the occupation prevented the holding of several social conferences and sports 
events in recent months.

The most important cases of April 2019 are documented below:

Prohibition of sports competition in Beit Safafa

On Friday, 19 April 2019, the Israeli police banned Palestinians from organizing a compe-
tition that was planned to take place at Beit Safafa Stadium in Jerusalem. It is a sports 
tournament titled “The First Tournament of the Jerusalem People’s Forum,” which in-
cluded competitors aged between 12-13 years.
According to journalist Ahmad Jalajal, Information Officer at the Forum: “The Israeli po-
lice and its intelligence banned this sports event on Friday morning, which is organized 
by the Forum in cooperation with the Association of Jerusalem Clubs. Large numbers 
of the Israeli police and intelligence stormed the Beit Safafa stadium before the sports 
event was supposed to take place. The Minister of Security Gilad Ardan decided to ban 
the organization of the activity in Beit Safafa or any other sports event in Jerusalem. Ac-
cording to the ban, the game is sponsored by the Palestinian Authority on the anniver-
sary of Palestinian Prisoners’ Day.”
The President of the Forum, Khaled Sabah, said: “We were surprised by the Minister of 
Internal Security decision. We do not have political affiliations and no links with any Pal-
estinian political party. For more than a year, the Forum carried out several activities that 
aim at strengthening social ties. Our work is focused on preserving our moral identity 
and raising awareness of the modern challenges facing Jerusalem’s women and their 
families. We are also interested in youths and the need to channel their energies towards 
sport and recreation. The assault by the Israeli police is distressing because it is simply 
an attempt to confiscate the right of our young men and women to simply play football.“
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The Minister of Internal Security commented on his decision to the Israeli media, saying:
“The saboteurs imprisoned in Israel are murderous bastards, and the glorification of the 
Palestinian Authority and Hamas of the prisoners is indicative of their intentions. In par-
ticular, the Palestinian Authority has been trying to strengthen its presence in East Jeru-
salem in innovative ways, including the transfer of large sums of money for its own activ-
ities, and the intelligence services and the Israel Police are working all the time to pursue 
and stop these efforts. I continue to promote Israeli sovereignty throughout Jerusalem, 
and I will prevent any Palestinian attempt to establish any foothold in Jerusalem.”
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Preventing an event in Jerusalem’s New Capitol Apartments

On Sunday, 21 April 2011, the Israeli Intelligence and Po-
lice Forces raided the New Capitol Apartments in Salah 
El Din Street in Jerusalem, under the pretext of organiz-
ing an event attended by ministers and Palestinian offi-
cials.
That day, a signing ceremony for the sale and develop-
ment of the Talleh housing project was to be organized 
in the neighborhood of Ras al-Amoud by Al-Quds Hold-
ing Company and another development company. The 
Israeli police raided the hotel and prevented the event and the signing of agreements to 
sell apartments on the pretext of ‘having information’ that a number of ministers were 
present.
The occupation authorities handed over summon orders for interrogation to a number 
of participants in the ceremony.

Detention of three clerics in the al-Aq-
sa Mosque
The occupation authorities arrested Sheikh Issam Ami-
ra, Sheikh Rafat Najib, Shababin Ahmed Abu Arafa and 
Tawfiq Abu Idheim on Saturday 6 April 2019 on the pre-
text of participating in an ‘illegal’ demonstration after 
Friday prayers at al-Aqsa Mosque.
Hizb-ut-Tahrir organized a stand inside al-Aqsa Mosque 

after Friday prayers on 5 April 2019, commemorating the anniversary of the collapse of 
the Caliphate. Such sit-ins have been organized for decades at al-Aqsa Mosque.
However, the Israeli occupation authorities seek to intervene in all the details of the lives 
of Palestinians in the city of Jerusalem, and primarily seek to prevent Palestinian mass 
gatherings in absolute terms, including prohibiting any non-Israeli appearance in Jeru-
salem. The Israeli police therefore considered this public sit-in to be an illegal gathering 
and arrested and interrogated the persons in question on charges of participating in an 
illegal gathering.
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After several hours of interrogation, the Israeli police decided to release them on condi-
tion of being expelled from the al-Aqsa Mosque for 15 days.

It should be noted that this detention is arbitrary and illegal, because law does not 
prohibit any gathering that takes place after prayers, especially since they are not 
related to the occupation and have not resulted in any violence or other acts. How-
ever, it is clear that political and sovereign considerations are behind such arrests in 
the city of Jerusalem.

Campaign of the Israeli occupation institutions in Kafr Aqeb 
and Shu’fat Camp
As mentioned above, the occupation authorities have become very interested in im-
posing all aspects of sovereignty in the city of Jerusalem, in all aspects of Palestinians’ 
life. The occupation has neglected many of the areas inhabited by Palestinians in East 
Jerusalem such as Qalandia Camp, Shu›fat Camp, Kafr Aqab and other areas outside the 
Apartheid Wall for decades, including the healthcare sector, infrastructure, as well as ed-
ucational, social and security sectors. However, the occupation authorities have changed 
this policy in recent months in preparation for the Deal of the Century, where the occu-
pation aims to impose Israeli sovereignty over these areas by de facto. Meanwhile, the 
basic life projects of Palestinians remained off the agenda of the Israeli occupation.
In 18 April 2019, the Israeli occupation forces launched a surprise campaign in Qalandia 
and Kafr Aqab refugee camps, accompanied by inspectors from the Jerusalem Munici-
pality and income tax crews. They stormed shops for the first time since the beginning 
of the Israeli occupation. During this campaign, goods and other assets worth five mil-
lion shekels were confiscated.
During the campaign, about 40 parking violations were issued with a total value of about 
NIS 10,000, as well as issuing eight fines and 8 notices of building violations.
During the campaign, the Israeli Occupation Forces raided several shops in Kafr Aqab 
and seized thousands of packs of cigarettes and cash at a total value of about NIS 5 
million, claiming that these cigarettes belong to Palestinian Authority companies and 
cannot be sold in Jerusalem.
According to the official spokesman of the Israeli occupation forces, this campaign is 
an effort led by the Israeli Police in cooperation with other law enforcement agencies, 
which is ongoing in the villages and suburbs of Jerusalem. The law enforcement policy 
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claims to “enhance security.” This activity is the first of its kind in Kafr Aqab, where Israeli 
police sources emphasize the intensification of activities to enforce law in the villages 
surrounding Jerusalem in the future.
While the residents of these areas and Palestinian analysts believe that this campaign is 
in fact aimed at using force in order to intimidate people and impose Israeli sovereign-
ty, and is not aimed at the application of law at all. These areas are occupied by force of 
arms and illegal annexation, and all citizens there were deprived of their basic rights and 
denied all basic services and infrastructure.
It is worth mentioning that the Israeli occupation authorities carried out a similar cam-
paign on 30 April 2019 in Shu›fat refugee camp, where dozens of Israeli soldiers stormed 
the camp accompanied by municipal inspectors and handed over fines for vehicles and 
shops.
The Israeli occupation forces raided a building under construction belonging to the 
youth club in the camp and gave an order to stop building and construction work there, 
under the pretext of not being licensed.
The Euro-Med stresses the seriousness of these repressive measures by the Israeli oc-
cupation, which generates a state of injustice and popular anger among individuals, 
especially as the occupation employs these campaigns to oppress and intimidate the 
Palestinians, in sheer disregard of the law. It is also naive that the Israeli occupation ap-
plies law to a vehicle or an illegal commercial shop, while the occupation itself does not 
implement law and turns its back to its obligations towards these citizens with regard 
to the poor infrastructure in the streets of these areas and sanitation services, the prov-
idence of which is denied by the occupation, leaving these areas without a minimum 
level of decent living.
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Demolitions, displacement and denial of building permits

Cases of demolition and denial of building permits

The Israeli authorities exercise harsh and arbitrary policies against Palestinians in Jeru-
salem with regard to their homes and granting them building permits, in an attempt to 
expel them by denying them permits to build, eventually demolishing their homes and 
shops.
In April 2019, the Jerusalem Municipality continued to distribute demolition notices and 
orders for several Palestinian-owned properties in the city, under the pretext of building 
without permits. The campaign included the demolition of houses in Silwan, al-Thawri, 
Jabal al-Mukaber and the Old City of Jerusalem.
According to statistics, the Jerusalem Municipality demolished some 111 Palestinian-owned 
buildings in East Jerusalem since the beginning of 2019. 57% of these buildings (63 out of 
111 buildings) were demolished during the month of April. In the first four months of 2019, 
the largest number of Palestinians in East Jerusalem became homeless, more than those 
who were displaced in 2018 altogether, with a total of 193 since the start of 2019 compared 
to 176 in 2018.
On 29 April, the Israeli authorities demolished 31 buildings in various neighborhoods of 
East Jerusalem. This is the highest number of buildings demolished in a single day in East 
Jerusalem since 2009, according to statistics.
The Humanitarian Coordinator of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs, Mr. Jimmy McGoldrick, called for an immediate halt to the destruction 
of Palestinian property in East Jerusalem by the Israeli authorities.
According to the official website of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
in the occupied Palestinian territories, Mr. McGoldrick said that “the demolitions in East 
Jerusalem have increased at an astonishing rate during the past month, resulting in the 
displacement of dozens of Palestinians and the loss of livelihoods overnight,” stressing 
that  “This has to stop.”
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“As the occupying power in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, Israel is obliged to 
ensure the well-being and safety of the local Palestinian population,” said James Henin, 
head of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in the oc-
cupied Palestinian territories. Israel cannot use the system of planning and organization it 
implements on a discriminatory basis as a pretext to justify any violation of international 
law.”
This report highlights the most prominent cases in April 2019.

Demolition of al-Basti home in Old City

On Saturday morning, 6 April 2019, Jerusalem resident Nabih al-Bassiti demolished his 
house, to avoid fines, on al-Wad road inside the walls of the Old City of Jerusalem, after 
the Jerusalem Municipality Court issued a final order to demolish it under the pretext of 
building without a permit.
In an interview with the house owner, Nabih al-Basti said:
“I am Nabih Sa’id al-Basti, a resident of the Old City. There was a decision by the munici-
pality to demolish my house. My house was built more than twenty years ago - almost in 
1999 - and it was about 65 square meters. In 2000, however, the Israeli occupation author-
ities delivered me a demolition order of the house, but I refused the order and fought it 
for twenty years at Israeli courts. But about three years ago, a final demolition order was 
issued, so I completely demolished the house from the inside, and it became no longer 
suitable for living. It was my belief that I had carried out the demolition as it was imposed 
on me by the municipality of the occupation, but a while ago I was handed over a new 
notice that the demolition that I did was not enough and that I should remove the entire 
house that I have built. I was given until 7 April 2019 to do so, otherwise I will be forced to 
pay fines, including the cost of the demolition. In the past, I paid fines of approximately NIS 
75,000 (over USD 20,000) on the grounds that the house will not be demolished. The occu-
pation authorities and the Jerusalem Municipality refused all these things by claiming that 
I had damaged the antiquities and heritage of the Old City. This is a systematic policy by 
the Municipality of Jerusalem and the occupation government inside the Old City to dis-
place its inhabitants and empty it of its Palestinian people so that the Israeli character of 
the city prevails over the Palestinian one. But we, the Palestinian people, are in the Old City 
and God willing, we will continue to live here. As you know, there are attacks by the Israeli 
authorities against al-Aqsa Mosque through intrusions by settlers, and this will not shake 
our resolve, knowing that the major targeting of the Old City comes from the Netanyahu 
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government and the Municipality of Jerusalem through taxation in an attempt to displace 
the Palestinian owners of shops. God willing, we will remain steadfast.”
To clarify, three years ago, I demolished the interior walls of the house so that it became un-
inhabitable. But today, after the final decision, I began the process of removing the entire 
house. I removed the roof of the house and demolished the walls completely. Tomorrow, I 
have to go to the court to prove that I have completely demolished the house as request-
ed by the decision of the Municipality of the occupation. It is worth mentioning that the 
house is located in a very sensitive area and I cannot bring bulldozers for demolition. I de-
molished the house manually because the house is located on the Path of Sorrow, which 
is a major tourist road in Jerusalem. Therefore, I demolish it throughout different stages 
in a way that does not affect the neighbors as well as tourism on the main street near the 
house.”
It is worth mentioning that the municipality of the the Israeli occupation is imposing huge 
sums of money on Jerusalemites when they demolish their homes, forcing them to de-
molish their homes in order to avoid imposing such expenses.
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Demolition of al-Ajlouni family home in the Old City

The al-Ajlouni family demolished part of their house in Aqabet al-Rasas in the Old City 
of occupied Jerusalem on Saturday 13 April 2019 under the pretext of building without 
a permit and in order to avoid the heavy costs and fines imposed by the Jerusalem Mu-
nicipality.
Osama al-Ajlouni commented on the demolition:
“This house is home for a man, his wife and their children. The children grew up, got mar-
ried and tried to live outside on rent, but rents today are very high in Jerusalem, espe-
cially when one person gets a monthly salary of 4,000 to 5,000 shekels and pays at least 
2,000 for rent. The father decided to build this house so that his children would not live 
outside Jerusalem, especially in the West Bank, for fear of withdrawing the Jerusalem 
identity of the children because of changing their address of residence. Therefore, the 
father borrowed a sum of money for construction. It was very expensive, both in terms of 
costs of construction materials or workers’ wages. He built two small rooms with an area 
of   30 square meters, a kitchen and a shared bathroom, in order to accommodate about 
8 people.”
“Aft e r the completion of the construction work and after the children settled in the 
house, the police came with the Municipality staff and issued a demolition order for the 
house. Two years ago, we were following the issue with the Municipality and we were 
ready to pay fines or license fees.”
The Municipality postponed the demolishing two times on the basis of issuing a build-
ing permit. Unfortunately, there was no possibility of issuing a license. I went to five en-
gineers and lawyers. All of them said that there is no hope and possibility of obtaining a 
building permit. The Municipality has asked us to demolish the house ourselves, or it will 
send workers to demolish it. We paid the demolition fees twice as much in addition to a 
high fine of NIS 70,000 instead of NIS 15,000, in addition to the demolition costs.
We got workers and started the demolition. The cost of demolition equals the same as 
building a new house, because the removal of ruins in the Old City is done during certain 
times, and it is done through small vehicles, and then transferred to licensed dumps. 
I paid A large amount of money to do so being the breadwinner of my family and the 
house owner.
Despite the narrowness of the house, we will continue to live in Jerusalem. Next to us 
are our houses, which were stolen by the settlers who build, add rooms and build rec-
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reational areas for their children. They install cameras immediately after they take over 
the houses. We live in a house that cannot be rebuilt, but it is impossible to give up any 
inch of our city.”
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Demolition of al-Salaymeh family home in Silwan

Mohammed al-Salaymeh demolished his house in the Wadi Qaddum neighborhood of 
Silwan on Saturday, 27 April 2016, in order to avoid paying the costs and fines to the Je-
rusalem Municipality.
Salaymeh said:
“I am Mohammed Salaymeh, my house is in Wad Qaddum - the old Bethlehem Road. 
I bu i lt the house in August 2018. Unfortunately, the Municipality came and gave me 
a demolition order, meaning that the Municipality would demolish the house without 
referring back to the court. The court appealed the demolition decision, but the appeal 
was rejected, and we were given the option to demolish it ourselves or the Municipality 
would do so, but it would impose fines on us.”
“The house is not currently inhabited. Rainwater caused us problems, so we lived on the 
ground floor. There was no other choice but to build another apartment in the same 
building, but the municipality issued a decision to stop construction and to demolish 
what we built. The entire neighborhood is at risk of demolition. In order to avoid paying 
the Municipality of Jerusalem for using their bulldozer, we demolished the house. The 
house costed 200,000 shekels and it was home for 8 people with an area of   130 square 
meters.”     
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Demolition of two houses in Wad Yasul neighborhood in 
Abu Tor (al-Thawri)

On 14 April 2019, the Israeli High Court of Justice issued a decision rejecting the appeal 
of three residents of the Wad Yasul neighborhood in al-Thawri of the decision of the Je-
rusalem Central Court, stating that the order is in effect immediately.
The Wad Yasul neighborhood is located between the town of Silwan and the town of 
al-Thawri (Abu Tor) in Jerusalem, where dozens of Palestinian families live in old houses, 
without building permits for many decades, as is the case of thousands of Palestinian 
homes in Jerusalem. They are forced to build without permits from the Municipality of 
the Israeli occupation either because of the lack of an organizational plan that regulates 
the construction process in the Palestinian areas of Jerusalem or because of the classi-
fication of the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land as green, which prevents the con-
struction of residential buildings there.
Although the residents paid high fines to the Jerusalem Municipality, despite submit-
ting an outline plan for the area to obtain building permits for all residential homes in 
the neighborhood and despite promises by the Jerusalem Municipality and its former 
head Nir Barkat to reach a settlement with the residents, The Central Court in Jerusalem 
rejected these plans and decided to carry out the demolitions, considering that the area 
is currently classified as a green zone that is not earmarked for construction. The Court 
noted that there is no hope to change the current organizational chart despite the sub-
mission of all necessary plans by the population. The court claimed that the residents 
had exhausted all legal means to obtain building permits and that the Jerusalem Mu-
nicipality had placed them in a situation where there was no choice but to build without 
a legal permit. The court decided that whoever risks and builds illegally - regardless of 
the reasons – is to blame, as put by the Court.
It is worth mentioning that the decision of the court threatens more than 60 houses in 
one neighborhood with more than 500 people, but the Court ignored this fact and de-
cided to carry out the demolition decisions against these people.
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In this manner, the Jerusalem Municipality is discriminating against the Palestin-
ian population in the Wad Yasul neighborhood. The Municipality itself did not de-
molish several buildings belonging to the Elad settlement in the neighborhood, 
even though they are built without a building permit and there is a judicial order 
to demolish them. The Jerusalem Municipality approved the request of the set-
tlement association, which is close to the ruling parties, to freeze the demolition 
orders and not implement them so that these associations can submit requests 
to the relevant authorities to change the classification of this area in light of the 
classification of the settler buildings erected thereon. As for the Palestinians, the 
Municipality and the Israeli courts chose the option of demolition as their first.

On Wednesday morning, 17 April, the Israeli occupation forces closed the perimeter of the 
house of Anas and Mahmoud Burqan in Wad Yasul neighborhood. They raided homes 
and beat their mother and children. Neighboring families intervened to stop bulldozers. 
One old man, Majed al-Shweiki, sustained hand, chest and head wounds. A young man 
named Hamza Maragha was also wounded, Mohammed Abu ‘Obeid was shot with a 
rubber bullet in the head and Mohammed Burqan left with a broken hand. The owner 
of the house, Anas Burqan, was arrested.
Mohammed Majid al-Shweiki described the incident:
“We live in the al-Thawri [or Abu Tor] neighborhood of Jerusalem. At six in the morn-
ing, they called my brothers and told me that the police gathered the bulldozers and 
prepared for the demolition. They asked us to help take out the things that were in the 
house. I brought some of my friends and went to the house. Suddenly, army officers and 
the police came in and one of them said sarcastically to my brother, “Good morning.” 
My brother replied to him: “What kind of a morning is this when you come to demolish 
my house?” The policeman said, “Shut your mouth.” Then the soldiers attacked him and 
started beating him while he was carrying [furniture] items. They also assaulted all the 
guys in the house. My mother came to intervene but they also beat her and my sister as 
well. I told them that this woman is pregnant. One of the soldiers said to me: I think I will 
make her abort if you do not take her out. I told them “You see that we are taking out 
the items.” He replied: “Don’t take anything out. We’ve already brought workers to take 
things out, and all you have to do is pay.”
He added: “One of my cousins, Anas, tied himself up with a lock to the door in order to 
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prevent them from entering. One of the soldiers said to him: “Now I will bring the bull-
dozer to pass on you. We do not care about anyone here. Then they entered and shat-
tered everything. Anas was beaten by soldiers as they entered the house, sprayed the 
gas, two soldiers stood on top of him, and handcuffed him. The soldiers started beating 
everyone out. Then they brought the bulldozer after we removed the cars out of the 
way. They demolished the first house. About 30 to 40 police cars surrounded the area. 
The soldiers had no intention to understand; all their style was just beating. They did 
not treat anyone with respect. We told them there is medicine at home for a small child 
we wanted to bring, but the policeman said to me, “Let him die is all I care about. We’re 
demolishing the house and you’re telling me about the medication?” I told him I want 
to t ake the medicine for the little boy. He said “you’re not taking anything from the 
house. Get out.” After the soldiers confirmed that everyone had come out. They took me 
out and did not let anyone see what they were doing. They took everyone out, beat my 
mother, beat my sister, arrested Anas and Suhaib, who was only married for a week. And 
Mahdi was beaten and punched.”
He continued: “After my father tried to get close to Burqan family home, the occupation 
forces used rubber bullets and beat him. He was then transferred to al-Makassed Hospi-
tal to receive treatment. My father was wounded and his hand was covered with three 
poles. ِMohammed Abu Obeida was injured in the head, and Hamza was also seriously 
injured in his ear. He then had 12 stitches for his pierced ear.”
Majid al-Shweiki added: “Israeli occupation forces surrounded all the entrances of the 
neighborhood and prevented citizens from nearing detainee Anas Burqan’s house at 
the time of demolition. They went on and demolished his brother’s house after taking 
out the livestock away.”
On 17 April, the Israeli occupation forces demolished the house of Izz al-Din Burqan and 
a stable owned by Mohammed al-Qaq, as part of the demolition policy in the Wad Yasul 
neighborhood, under the pretext of building without a permit.
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Other demolition cases

 2 April 2019 - Shu’fat Camp
Israel’s Jerusalem Municipality abruptly demolished a sports club building and a swim-
ming pool in Shu’fat refugee camp owned by Mustafa al-Bayaa. The court handed him a 
demolition deadline until the end of April 2019.
In addition, the Jerusalem Municipality demolished a residential building for a number 
of families owned by Hoshiyeh family in Shu’fat refugee camp on the pretext of building 
without a permit. There is no organizational plan for the Shu’fat refugee camp, and all 
the buildings in it, which number thousands, have no legal authorization. However, it is 
noted that the occupation authorities demolished these buildings in particular because 
of their proximity to the separation wall adjacent to the Israeli settlement of Pisgat Ze’ev.

 17 April 2019 - Beit Hanina
A J e rusalem Municipality bulldozer demolished a house in the town of Beit Hanina, 
north of occupied Jerusalem on the pretext of building without a permit. This house 
was owned by Imran al-Masri. Now, he and his seven-member family are displaced as a 
result. The house was established 11 years ago, and the demolition took place suddenly, 
contrary to the time limit granted to the owner until the end of this month.

 29 April 2019 - Jabal al-Mukaber
Khaled Nasser Matar demolished his own house to avoid the costs incurred by its dem-
olition by the Israeli Municipality. Despite attempts to obtain a building permit for years, 
Matar failed to get it. The house was built since 2009, and the area is 100 square meters. 
The owner of the house has already paid fines of NIS 46,000 after spending only one 
month in it. He was also denied living in it.
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From the legal point of view, it can be said that the actions of the Israeli authorities and 
the Jerusalem municipality are a flagrant violation of the rights of Jerusalemites to live 
in dignity, free from racial discrimination. The Jerusalem Municipality has not yet issued 
a general organizational plan to regulate the issue of construction in East Jerusalem 
legally so that Jerusalemites can build accordingly. The increase in the Palestinian pop-
ulation clearly necessitates regulating the provision of housing for present and future 
generations. However, reality of the situation indicates that the Jerusalem Municipality 
deliberately refrains from issuing detailed building plans to regulate and meet the le-
gal housing needs of contemporary living generations in East Jerusalem. Jerusalemites 
tend to build without a legal permit, rather than migrate and leave their land or housing 
in areas beyond the Apartheid Wall.
The Israeli courts do not recognize the negative aspect of this lack of a general organiza-
tional plan. They do not take into consideration that Palestinians have no choice but to 
build without a legal permit.
These courts state that building without a permit is not permissible in all cases, and sup-
ports the demolition orders. These courts turn a blind eye to the fact that it is one of the 
basic duties of Israel as the occupying power to issue such an organizational plan, which 
is carried out in Jewish neighborhoods without impediments.
The Jerusalem Municipality seems to have deliberately failed to perform its functions 
and duties in the organization of an outline of the building in East Jerusalem.
For Palestinian families, violating the law becomes a basic necessity for survival. Other-
wise, they will have to live on the streets without shelter and without a source of income 
in the name of the law, as happened with the families mentioned above.
We also refer to the gravity of the actions taken by the occupation regarding the poli-
cy of sudden demolition without warning, including by leaving furniture, valuables and 
other items to be demolished with the property.
We also draw attention to the severe measures with regard to forcing Jerusalemites to 
demolish their own homes by threatening to have them bear the costs of demolition 
and be imprisoned on the grounds of violating the court orders.
This has a very dramatic impact on families and their children, as they have to bury their 
own history and memories they shared together in their homes under such merciless 
and inhumane threats.
Finally, it should be noted that in accordance with the principle of the rule of law, the 
municipality and the executive authorities of the State must develop the general plan-
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ning schemes for construction in all regions of the country without any racial discrimi-
nation in order to provide housing for all residents living in the State. This is an adminis-
trative duty to ensure the legitimacy of the state and not a privilege granted by the state 
to citizens while denying it to others.
The failure of the Jerusalem Municipality to regulate construction in the Palestinian ter-
ritories is a blatant violation of this obligation of the State and its executive bodies. In this 
case, citizens who do not have legal homes cannot be prosecuted for building without 
legal permits.
This  is because the construction in these cases is necessary, which makes for a legal 
excuse that prevents the measure taken by the Municipality, especially since the regula-
tion of building in cities is one of the rules of public law, which prohibits criminal prose-
cution in such cases.
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Recommendations

The Euro-Med Monitor for Human Rights calls on the international community to take 
responsibility by protecting the status of Jerusalem and protecting its Palestinian popu-
lation as residents of an occupied territory under Security Council and General Assembly 
resolutions, and recommends the following:

The UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief should continue to 
follow up on the violations against Palestinians in Jerusalem, especially with re-
gard to the prohibition of performing their religious rites and obstructing their 
access to al-Aqsa Mosque.

The Security Council should take measures to ensure the protection of the legal 
status of the city of Jerusalem and to enforce previous decisions of the Council, 
considering all settlement activities in the city, including the systematic demoli-
tion of Jerusalemites, illegal practices that are subject to cancellation.

The international institutions need to pressure the Israeli authorities to stop the 
settlement policy in Jerusalem through the systematic demolition of Jerusalem-
ites’ homes.

The Israeli authorities need to be deterred from carrying out arbitrary detention 
campaigns against Jerusalemites. They also need to stop their assaults and the 
storming of houses as well as the nightly searches of civilians’ homes, not to men-
tion the intimidation of civilians, especially children in houses that are being raid-
ed.

The  Israeli authorities should immediately halt the policies of forced eviction 
aga inst Jerusalem’s Palestinians.

The international community needs to pressure the Israeli forces to stop target-
ing Palestinian activists and youths and to stop restricting their freedom.




