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Who is this Guide for?  

This guide was prepared by Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights 
Monitor (Euro-Med Monitor) for its team to develop Euro-Med work 
related to the UN mechanisms. Euro-Med Monitor has decided to 
publish this guideline publicly as a useful guide for any other non-
governmental organization (NGO), working with human rights 
issues at national, regional and international levels and wish to 
interact with and participate actively in the United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) regular sessions.  

The information indicated in this guide were compiled from many 
references listed at the end of the guide, and from the practical 
experience of the Euro-Mediterranean team during attending the 
regular sessions of the Human Rights Council in Geneva over the 
past few years.
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Disclaimer

This guidebook aims at providing basic instructions for 

NGOs wishing to take part in the Human Rights Council›s 

sessions. This guidebook does not obviate reading the 

detailed United Nations guidebooks prepared specifically 

for this purpose. It is also not an alternative to taking 

training courses held by organizations in this field.

Note: You can find links to chief UN documents on 

participating in HRC›s sessions referenced at the end of 

this guide.
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About the Euro-Med Monitor: 

The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor is a youth-led 
independent, non-profit organization which was established in 
November 2011 and is registered in Switzerland, where it maintains 
its official headquarters. Professor Richard Falk, the former UN 
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Occupied Palestine (2008-
2014) is the Chairman of the Euro-Med Monitor’s board of Trustees.

The mission of the Euro-Med Monitor is to advocate for the human 
rights of all persons across Europe and the MENA region, particularly 
those who live under occupation, in the throes of war or political 
unrest and/or have been displaced due to persecution or armed 
conflict. Euro-Med Monitor strives to plant seeds for international 
mobilization and to stimulate human rights organizations and 
decision-makers to focus on the different violations those people 
are expressed to. Here comes the importance of Euro-Med Monitor’s 
close interaction with the United Nations’ different human rights 
bodies, among which is the Human Rights Council. 

Euro-Med Monitor is extensively and regularly present at the 
Council’s different sessions, both regular and special, and has an 
active participation through the various means opened for NGOs. 
These include, delivering dozens of oral statements, submitting 
written statements, and organizing side events on several human 
rights topic within Euro-Med Monitor’s field of work. 
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About the Human Rights Council:  

The United Nations Human 
Rights Council (The Council/
UNHRC) is an intergovernmental 
body established in 2006, and 
aims at promoting, protecting, 
strengthening, and addressing 
the different violations of 
human rights in all places of the world. The Council is able to 
discuss all thematic human rights issues as well as country-specific 
situations requiring the Council’s attention. 

The Council consists of 47-member states who are elected by the 
UN General Assembly by a simple majority vote (50% of all votes+1) 
through a secret ballot. The members serve for a three-year term 
with one-third of them changing each year as not all the members 
are elected at the same year.

The seats among states should be divided to represent five regional 
groups as follows: 13 African States; 13 Asia-Pacific States; 8 Latin 
American and Caribbean States; 7 Western European and other 
States; 6 Eastern European States.  

The Council is directed by a president and four vice-presidents 
(represent each of the five regional groups) and it serves for one 
full year (starting from January).
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The Council meets during three regular sessions taking place in 
Geneva, Switzerland usually in March, June and September. Each 
session lasts for three weeks (except in March for four weeks). The 
Council can also convene urgent meetings, called special sessions, 
in order to address urgent human rights crises (27 urgent sessions 
took place so far). Moreover, the Council meets for another three 
sessions a year called the Universal Periodic Review Process (UPR). 
These usually take place in January, May and November, each last 
for two weeks.  

Beside the 47-member states, there are different observers who 
can actively participate in all the sessions (but cannot vote). These 
observers include other non-member states, inter-governmental 
organizations, national human rights institutions, and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs). 

In order to facilitate its work, the Council gets help from

(1) the UPR sessions (which involve a review of the human rights 
records of all UN Member States), 

(2) the Advisory Committee (consists of 18 experts who provide 
expertise and a research-based advice to the Council as requested 
by it),

(3) the Special Procedures (independent human rights experts 
specialized in one human rights category or a specific country and 
provide their findings and recommendations to the Council), and 
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(4) the Complaint Procedure (addresses communications submitted 
by individuals, groups, or non-governmental organizations that 
claim to be victims of human rights violations or that have direct, 
reliable knowledge of such violations).  

Moreover, the Council can form international commissions of 
inquiry and fact-finding missions in order to investigate human 
rights violations and help expose the perpetrators and bring them 
accountable.  

The resolutions which are adopted by the Council are not 
legally binding but highly important, morally. To adopt a draft 
resolution, a majority of the 47 members of the Council should 
provide a positive vote (i.e. yes).

The Human Rights Council discusses all human rights issues in the 
world and requires global attention. Typically, any issue that is put 
on the agenda is classified under one of the following 10 items:
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The Current Agenda of the Council consists of 10 
issues called items. These are:   

Item 1: Organizational and procedural matters.

Item 2: Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights and reports of the Office of the High Commissioner 
and the Secretary-General.

Item 3: Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, 
political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to 
development.

Item 4: Human rights situations that require the Council’s attention.

Item 5: Human rights bodies and mechanisms.

Item 6: Universal periodic review.

Item 7: Human rights situation in Palestine and other occupied 
Arab territories.

Item 8: Follow-up to and implementation of the Vienna Declaration 
and Programme of Action.

Item 9: Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related forms 
of intolerance, follow up to and implementation of the Durban 
Declaration and Programme of Action.

Item 10: Technical assistance and capacity-building.
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How Can You Participate?   

As a non-governmental organization, you can participate in the 
activities of the Council in two ways: you can either apply for a 
consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC), or you can collaborate with NGOs that have this 
status through organizing and performing joint activities.  

How to Get an ECOSOC Consultative Status? 

Non-Governmental Organizations applying for an ECOSOC 
Consultative Status can gain either one of these three categories 
depending mainly on the size of the organization and the areas of 
work covered by it. These categories are:

1- General Consultative Status
granted for large international organizations with a wide 
geographical reach who cover most of the issues on the agenda of 
ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies. 

2- Special Consultative Status   
granted for smaller and more recently founded organizations who 
are specialized in a number of issues covered by the ECOSOC. 

3- Roster Consultative Status
granted for organizations who don’t fit in any of the previous two 
cateogries and have a very narrow or technical focus.   

THE APPLICATION PERIOD IS CLOSED ON 1ST JUNE OF EACH YEAR.
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In order to apply for any of the categories, the 
NGO have to follow the following six steps:  
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Step 1: Check if your organization is eligible to apply 

International, regional, sub-regional and national non-
governmental, non-profit, public or voluntary organizations that 
meet the general criteria and principles set forth in Resolution 
199631/ are eligible to apply for ECOSOC consultative status. 
Requirements include but are not limited to:

• Organization’s activities must be relevant to the work of ECOSOC.
• Organization must have an established headquarters, with 
an executive officer/president and democratically adopted 
Constitution. 
• Organization must have been in existence for at least 2 years 
(according to certificate of registration).
• Organization’s funding should be majorly derived from national 
affiliates, individual members, or other non-governmental 
components.  

Step 2: Review your website

In addition to the application, an NGO’s website is the main source of 
information used by a State’s delegation to assess an organization. 
Before submitting your application, try to prevent problems by 
reviewing your website to anticipate areas of controversy. This 
includes assessing links or references to other organizations or 
websites that have ‘controversial’ positions. If you do not want to 
remove links or references, consider posting a disclaimer, stating 
that the opinions expressed therein represent those of others and 
are not attributable to your organization.
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Step 3: Gather necessary materials

Collect all the necessary materials and documents you need so 
you can answer all questions that will be addressed by the States 
regarding your application accurately. The following documents 
need to be submitted with your application:   

• Copy of organization’s constitution/charter, by-laws/ statutes and 
amendments to those documents.

• Copy of organization’s certificate of registration as evidence that 
the organization has been officially registered for at least two years 
at the date of receiving the application.

• Copy of most recent financial statement and annual report. 
These should disclose the organization’s sources of income, 
including, among other things, contributions from members and 
funds received from governmental, intergovernmental and private 
sources.

• Organizational chart (optional).

• Examples of recent publications, articles or statements (optional).

Make sure any supporting documents you upload to the online 
system are legible, clear (high resolution), and not outdated.

Step 4: Reach out to pro-civil society committee members

• Take note of the committee’s membership for each session. 
• Consider asking a pro-civil society committee member to look 
over your application before submitting it. 
• Request a representative from International Service for Human 
Rights (ISHR) New York office to review your application.
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Step 5: Drafting the application: The questionnaire 

The main part of the NGO’s application for consultative status is to 
prepare and submit a questionnaire. A sample of a questionnaire 
could be found in this link:

The answers may include:

• Strategic aims of the organization coupled with illustrative 

examples of recent projects and activities; 

•  Ways in which the NGO has or can contribute to the work of 

ECOSOC and/or any areas of UN concern; 

•  Past participation in UN conferences or activities; 

• Classification of the organization, specifically whether it is a 

research, advocacy/lobbying, grass-roots or other organization;

•  Registration papers; 

•  Structure of the organization, governing members and bodies, the 

decision-making and election processes, in addition to disclosure 

regarding the presence or inclusion of government officials; 

•  Names of other organizations affiliated to the one that is applying 

for ECOSOC (if any).  

• Financial resources and contributions; 

• Previous ECOSOC consultative status applications: If the 

organization has previously applied for ECOSOC status and got a 

negative decision or didn’t get a decision, it should state the date 

of the past application and the decision that was made.  

• Other UN accreditations with other organs, funds, programmes 

or specialized agencies of the United Nations.

http://csonet.org/content/documents/Questionnaire%20of%20the%20Application%20for%20Consultative%20Status.pdf
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Step 6: Advocacy targets

It is always good to have advanced relations and good 
reputation with a State/s, important regional bodies, the UN’s 
NGO Branch (the main conduit of communication between 
Committee members and an NGO. It is a bureaucratic entity 
that deals mainly with technical issues, but, like any UN 
Secretariat division, its independence and level of functioning 
is influenced by the commitment and competence of staff 
members), other NGOs, and the media. These advocacy 
targets can be helpful in supporting your application.

After Submitting the Application, it gets reviewed by the 
Committee on NGOs (a subsidiary body of ECOSOC, comprised 
of 19 Member States elected on the basis of equitable 
geographical representation). The review happens during 
two meetings of the Committee’s members which takes place 
twice a year, in January and May. During the two meetings, 
representatives from the reviewed organizations can be 
present in the room but it is not mandatory. All the questions 
that the Committee will have on the application will be sent by 
email with instructions on how to answer them. 
After the review, the Committee on NGOs submits official 
recommendations for the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) who takes the decision. The reviews by ECOSOC 
are taking place twice a year as well, in April and July. It is 
rare for ECOSOC not to approve the recommendations of the 
Committee on NGOs. 
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*If your application is differed or rejected, you can take 
the following additional steps: 

Additional Step 1: Be more assertive to outreach 
lobbying states:

• Pro-Civil Society Committee Members:
- Discuss with them the best strategy to speed up the review of 
application.  
- Meet with delegates from the Committee to understand their 
concerns and answer their questions through face-to-face 
meetings. 

• Supportive States:
- Encourage them to pressure a blocking state or group of states to 
refrain from asking repetitive and unnecessary questions. 
- Ask them to meet with the objecting states and resolve their 
problems with your application bilaterally.  
- Ask them to encourage other Committee members to pressure 
the Committee to come to a conclusion regarding your application. 
- Ask them to push for a decision (vote) on whether your NGO will 
get the consultative status. 

Additional Step 2: If you decide to push the 
committee to take a decision, then consider the 
following: 

•Meet with supportive states before the vote to discuss your 
options.
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• Ask the supportive host state to send a verbal note to the members 
in support of your application.  

• Reach out to NGO networks to ask for their support as well as that 
of national partners and their governments.  

• Prepare a short briefing note to distribute among the delegations.

• Ask the International Service for Human Rights (ISHR) for 
advice and assistance. ISHR is an independent, non-governmental 
organisation dedicated to promoting and protecting human 
rights through supporting human rights defenders, strengthening 
human rights systems, and leading and participating in coalitions 
for human rights change.
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Other possible steps in case of rejection: 

• Submit the case to special procedures
Submit your case as an urgent appeal to the UN special procedures, 
including the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of 
peaceful assembly and of association, and the Special Rapporteur 
on human rights defenders.

• Submit the case to the Secretary General
Consider filing your case with the Secretary-General for inclusion in 
his annual report on reprisals against those cooperating with the 
UN human rights system. 

• Other accreditation options:
- Department of Public Information (DPI) status 
If an NGO is interested in observing meetings at the UN without 
participating, then it can consider association with the Department 
of Public Information (DPI). 

- Accreditation by other NGOs 
NGOs working on ‘controversial’ issues can join an umbrella 
organization or an international federation that already has a 
status and participates in the UN through that organization.

• Take the case directly to ECOSOC 
It is technically possible that a State or group of States could 
introduce a draft decision at ECOSOC on a deferred case without 
requesting a vote from the committee first. A positive outcome 
would require heavy campaigning by a civil society in collaboration 
with active support and leadership from pro-civil society ECOSOC 
members. 
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Means of Participation in the Council:   

As a non-governmental organization, you can actively participate 
in all the sessions of the Council. At the main meetings, you can 
attend and observe as well as deliver an oral statement with regard 
to the discussed item or the ongoing interactive dialogue or panel 
discussion. However, you cannot vote. You can also submit a 
written statement to each session of the council prior to its start. 
Moreover, during the session, you can organize side events that will 
take place in the UNHRC building. 

In this section, you will find a detailed guideline for each of the 
activities.  

It is worth mentioning that you can do these activities either by 
yourself if you have the ECOSOC consultative status; or jointly with 
other organizations who hold the status.  
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1) To Submit a Written Statement:

NGOs with an ECOSOC consultative status are eligible to submit 
written statements two weeks prior to the scheduled human 
rights session. The purpose of the written statement is to bring 
up different human rights issues to the attention of the Council 
members and to suggest useful recommendations in a written 
form. 

Written statements will be published in the official website of the 
UN Human Rights Council as one of the documents of the particular 
session it was submitted to. 
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When preparing a written statement, consider the 
following:   

Be careful of the length of your statement: NGOs with a special 
consultative status are only eligible for 1500 words, while NGOs 
with general consultative status can write up to 2000 words.  

It is recommended that you divide your document in three main 
parts:
  Introduction: around 350 words. A brief introduction and 
background to the issue in question. 

      Main body: around 800 words. Concisely include the main details 
that will explain and support the point/s you want to raise. 

  Conclusion and Recommendations: around 350 words. Try 
to suggest S.M.A.R.T recommendations to the Council and its 
members. This means make them Specific, Measurable, Achievable, 
Result-Oriented, and Time-bound when needed.  

Consider including other required parts that are not 
counted in the word count, these are: 

A Cover Page that includes:
a. A clear title to the statement. 

b. The agenda item number (110-) under which the statement 
should be considered (Meaning that the statement should fall 
under one of the Council›s ten items, already mentioned).

c. The name of the organization and the category of its consultative 
status (general, specific, roster). 
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d. If it is a joint-statement (submitted in the name of more than one 
organization). Classify the participating organizations in groups 
according to the type of their status (1st general, 2nd specific, 
3rd roster). If there are non-ECOSOC NGOs participating, put the 
names of these as a footnote to the title of the statement. 

e. The contact information (name, mobile number, email) for the 
representative submitting the statement.  

Footnotes: It is highly recommended to put some references as 
footnotes to the information you bring up in your statement. 
Other explanatory or additional (second-hand) information could 
be added as footnotes to save you some space.

The Format and Font: Submit the Statement only as a Microsoft 
Word Document, Times New Roman, Size 10. No bold, No italic, No 
Underlines.

The Language: The statement will be published unedited, so the 
organization is fully responsible for its content. Therefore, consider 
the following:
a. Submit it in one of the UN official languages, preferably (English, 
French, or Spanish). If you want to submit the statement in two or 
more languages submit each document separately. 
b. Avoid abusive or discriminative language.
c. Check the grammar. 
d. Use terms and acronyms that are approved by the UN.
e. When mentioning country names for the first time, be sure to 
write the full name of the country as it is known in the UN (e.g. 
instead of Russia write the Russian Federation).  
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**Submit your ready statement online through creating an account 
for your organization using the following link:
https://ngoreg.ohchr.org/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2F.

**Check the deadline prior to each session on the following 
link:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/ngoparticipation.
aspx 

**Example of a Written Statement Euro-Med Monitor Submitted 
Jointly with other organizations: 
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G1835/174//
PDF/G1817435.pdf?OpenElement. 

2) To Deliver an Oral Statement: 

NGOs with a consultative 
status (either alone or 
jointly with other ECOSOC 
or non-ECOSOC NGOs) 
can participate in the 
interactive dialogues and 
general debates that are 
taking place as UNHRC 
members are discussing the human rights issues raised under the 
different agenda items.

In order to participate, the NGO should register for an oral 
statement before the deadline stated in the OHCHR website
(https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/ngoparticipation.aspx).

https://ngoreg.ohchr.org/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2F
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/ngoparticipation.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/ngoparticipation.aspx
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/174/35/PDF/G1817435.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/174/35/PDF/G1817435.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/ngoparticipation.aspx
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The Registration is done online. Through creating an account on:  
https://ngoreg.ohchr.org/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2F

In order to prepare and deliver a professional oral statement, we 
suggest the following:

Some often get confused on the most effective approach to giving 
a speech, whether it is a motivational or informational speech. The 
average person speaks about 120–150 words per minute (wpm), if 
you want your audience to be relaxed then use 120 if you want your 
audience to be excited and captivated then speed up to 150 wpm. 

In your case, you are mostly limited to a minute and a half of 
speech, and hence the guideline presented below will be based on 
one and a half minutes and 150 wpm (225 words in 90 seconds), as 
you would need your audience to be kept captivated and excited. 

The optimum speech time should be broken down into 
the following:
1. Introduction:  10% (approximately 9 seconds, and 23 words).
2. Main points: 75% (approximately 67 second, and 168 words).
3. Conclusion: 15% (approximately 14 seconds, and 34 words). 

Never exceed the time limit, nor fall short: the best speakers stay 
within their time limit.

Main points could be broken down into as many points as fit: The 
total should be 75% of the time.

https://ngoreg.ohchr.org/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2F
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Examples or evidence to support your claim as well as numbers 
should be provided: numbers are easy to get stuck in the head 
of the audience, specifically percentages, and hence the use of 
percentages would help deliver your message.

When delivering the speech: 

a. Follow the four C’s rule: be calm, confident, clear, and concise. 
Furthermore, it is most effective to speak about a few points, and 
deliver the message in a clear steady rate rather than delivering 
various points and rushing the speech, in that case the audience 
will get lost, and would not capture the main idea.

b. To Capture the attention of the audience, use this process: 
1. Greet
2. Pause
3. Attention grabbing comment. 

** Examples of oral statements by Euro-Med Monitor: 

1-https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2583/At-HRC:-Euro-Med-
reviews-Israeli-violations-in-Jerusalem--calls-for-financial-and-
political-cover-for-UNRWA. 

2-https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2570/At-HRC:-Euro-
Med-calls-for-establishment-of-mechanism-to-support-victims-of-
torture-in-Libya. 

https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2583/At-HRC:-Euro-Med-reviews-Israeli-violations-in-Jerusalem--calls-for-financial-and-political-cover-for-UNRWA
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2583/At-HRC:-Euro-Med-reviews-Israeli-violations-in-Jerusalem--calls-for-financial-and-political-cover-for-UNRWA
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2583/At-HRC:-Euro-Med-reviews-Israeli-violations-in-Jerusalem--calls-for-financial-and-political-cover-for-UNRWA
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2570/At-HRC:-Euro-Med-calls-for-establishment-of-mechanism-to-support-victims-of-torture-in-Libya
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2570/At-HRC:-Euro-Med-calls-for-establishment-of-mechanism-to-support-victims-of-torture-in-Libya
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2570/At-HRC:-Euro-Med-calls-for-establishment-of-mechanism-to-support-victims-of-torture-in-Libya
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3) To Organize a Side Event:   

NGOs can organize public human rights seminars parallel to the 
ongoing Human Rights Council session.

When organizing a side event, consider the following:  

Plan and book well in advance: Rooms are provided for free, 
however, the booking process is based on “first come, first served”. 
Thus, NGOs should book early in order to get a room. 

Make sure to apply for accreditation for the speakers at least 
two working days in advance: In case the speakers are not 
accredited to the UNHRC session, the hosting NGO could invite 
them to participate at the side event through a special invitation 
letter. The invitees will be provided with accreditation only to 
attend the event. The application for accreditation could be filled 
online through the following link: 
https://reg.unog.ch/category/885/?flatlist  

https://reg.unog.ch/category/885/?flatlist
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Consider the limited time of the event: NGOs with general 
consultative status are allowed to book the room for 90 minutes, 
whereas NGOs with special consultative status are allowed only for 
60 minutes. For an optimum use of this time, it is recommended to 
divide it as following: 

a. ¾ of the time to be given to the speakers on the panel. Do not 
invite more than three to four speakers to the panel and a moderator 
(consider that each speaker should have about 12 minutes to talk, 
and 9 minutes for the moderator to comment on each speech and 
pass the floor to the next speaker). 
b. ¼ of the time should be allowed for receiving and answering 
questions from the audience. 

Consider inviting journalists and media channels: to provide a 
media coverage to your event. 

You can also invite state representatives, special procedure 
mandate holders, and other official representatives: to attend 
or participate in the dialogue taking place through your event. 
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Prepare a flyer (invitation): 
There is no particular design 
for the flyer, however, it should 
include the main information 
about the organized event 
(e.g. the title, the speakers, the 
organizers, time, date, room 
number, as well as the type of 
the session (regular, special, 
UPR) and its number). The 
flyer will be distributed publicly 
inside the council in order to 
invite people to attend your 
event.

The event could be in any of the UN official languages: The NGO 
is the one responsible for booking and paying for a translator/s in 
order to provide interpretation to any other language it wants. 

The hosting NGO is the one responsible for the content of the 
event.

** Examples of Side Events Held by Euro-Med Monitor: 
1-https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2595/In-a-seminar-co-
organized-with-international-organizations-in-Geneva--Euro-Med-
calls-for-ensuring-freedom-of-religious-practice-and-expression-
in-the-Middle-East--warns-of-political-repression.  

2-https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2463/UN-Rapporteur:-
International-community-has-a-responsibility-to-end-the-Israeli-
occupation. 

https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2463/UN-Rapporteur:-International-community-has-a-responsibility-to-end-the-Israeli-occupation
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2463/UN-Rapporteur:-International-community-has-a-responsibility-to-end-the-Israeli-occupation
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2463/UN-Rapporteur:-International-community-has-a-responsibility-to-end-the-Israeli-occupation
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2463/UN-Rapporteur:-International-community-has-a-responsibility-to-end-the-Israeli-occupation
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2463/UN-Rapporteur:-International-community-has-a-responsibility-to-end-the-Israeli-occupation
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2463/UN-Rapporteur:-International-community-has-a-responsibility-to-end-the-Israeli-occupation
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2463/UN-Rapporteur:-International-community-has-a-responsibility-to-end-the-Israeli-occupation
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/2463/UN-Rapporteur:-International-community-has-a-responsibility-to-end-the-Israeli-occupation
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Apply for Accreditation:

In order to be able to do any of the previous activities, the members 
of the organization and the guests must have an accreditation 
to enter the UN Human Rights Council Building and participate 
in the sessions. This could be achieved through applying for an 
accreditation using the following link: 

https://reg.unog.ch/category/885/?flatlist.   

This process is individual as every person wishes to attend should 
do it by him/herself.  

These steps must be followed:

1) Create an account on the UN system. After choosing the session 
in which you want to participate, you will be transferred to a page 
where you have to create an account for yourself using your email 
address. A confirmation letter will be sent directly to your email 
and you will be able then to access the application form. 

https://reg.unog.ch/category/885/?flatlist
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2) Return to the login page and login using the email and password 
of the created account.
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3) You will be transferred to an application form which you should 
fill with the following: 

a. Your personal data: these include: a personal photo of head 
and shoulders, name, date of birth, E-mail, nationality and passport 
details.   
b. The name of the organization inviting you.  

c. Upload a copy of an official letter or a verbal note on the 
composition of the delegation: The person (You) should get a 
letter (signed and stamped) from the organization on behalf of 
whom he/she will participate. The organization should have the 
ECOSOC consultative status in order to issue such letters to invite 
people. 
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d. Choose the dates and meetings in which you should participate. 
The dates should be the same as the ones stated in the above-
mentioned official letter provided by the hosting organization.

e. In case you need a visa to come to Switzerland, you can ask 
for a confirmation paper from the UN Human Rights Council 
indicating that you have been given accreditation to participate 
in a particular session. The confirmation paper provided by the 
Council will facilitate your visa application process.
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Conclusion: 

Civil Society is playing a major and important role in enhancing 
and protecting human rights and raising up various human rights 
violations practiced by states, or de-facto governments, to the 
responsible bodies in order to contribute to a positive change. One 
of the most important human rights bodies in this regard is the 
Human Rights Council. 

The Council was aware of the importance of civil society 
participation in its sessions. Therefore, it allowed non-governmental 
organizations to come and observe the member-states’ dialogues 
and debates as well as to participate in them either orally or in a 
written form. In addition to that, these NGOs were given a further 
opportunity to organize parallel events on different human rights 
issues in order to provide a space to exchange experience between 
different NGOs and to engage in direct dialogues with participating 
mandate holders or member states’ representatives.  

We, in Euro-Med Monitor, believe in this power of civil society 
organizations to make a change to the poor human rights records of 
some states and to decrease the human rights violations. Therefore, 
we have prepared this detailed guidebook in order to assist new 
NGOs to actively and professionally use all the opportunities of 
participation granted to them by the UNHRC.
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